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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and email to mike.durke@uwtsd.ac.uk 

	NAME:  Thomas Ben Sinclair

	 ID No.:  2104559

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: How is Police Corruption and Use of Force abused inside the Police Force?

This topic has always been something that has been a standout view for me when idolising the Police Force. It has always been my aspiration inside the Police Force as since I can remember, I’ve always believed in being the change you would want to see in the world. This topic is a worthy topic for an undergraduate dissertation as I will be stating various occurrences where the Police Force have abused powers, primarily focusing on Use of Force and also the other variances of Police Corruption which has been ongoing inside the Police Force.

 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 

One of the main points in which I will be focusing will be the Use of Force and how it has been abused within recent years whilst also stating cases in which this has occurred. One of the main cases which has affected the vast majority globally is the George Floyd case in the United States. In this case, an officer named Derek Chauvin would proceed to detain George Floyd and by doing so restrict his breathing to the point where he lost his life. Two other officers were alongside this and have also been found guilty of not aiding George Floyd as Derek Chauvin’s stop was restricting his free right (U.S Department of Justice, 2022). Another situation where Police Corruption has occurred, where the Use of Force power specifically has been abused is the Sarah Everard case involving officer Wayne Couzens. In this case, an officer named Wayne Couzens proceeded to use his powers to stop Sarah Everard furthering to kidnapping, raping and then murdering her. Wayne Couzens was sentenced to a whole-life term in prison for this offence (Metropolitan Police, 2023). Following these cases, I will proceed to state numerous statistics where police corruption has occurred in other areas of the Police Force which ultimately has led to failing the public, and how if dealt with properly could have differed the situation for the better.



	

THEORETICAL CONTEXT:

Primarily, my research will be mainly online research methods consisting of Police Statements and responses, reliable journals, articles, government reports and textbooks. The reason in which I have chosen these methods is due to the number of changes, updates and new releases of these types of research following every case which has happened. For example, since the George Floyd murder it has had a massive impact globally leading to numerous organisations releasing statistics and statements on this case and cases similar, which will be used as research in this project. A survey will also be conducted and used as part of the statistics from the public’s perspective.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
 
For my research, I will be conducting a survey in which members of the University and public will have access to filling in. In this survey, it will be asking for the individual’s honest opinions on the Police Force, how safe they feel under the state of the current police force and other numerous questions about the corruption and statistics of police officer crimes in the UK. In this survey, there will also be “Other;” boxes available allowing the individual to elaborate more on their point, which will be used to compare some of the other statements by other individuals completing the survey.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The target sample of individuals for my survey will be primarily members of the public and students in the University. The main reasons for this is because members of the public will have the most fair opinion on the state of the police force and how they can see it from the outside and just in general day to day activities and how social medias presence shows the force. Whilst the University students will most likely have a bit of background experience in either working voluntarily inside the police force or just studying a course which elaborates on the police force. Although the students may be aspiring Police Officers so there is potential bias, they also would have seen some of the abuse which has been used over the years from police officers and since this survey would be anonymous, they should feel the ability to be completely open with their answers with no possible backlash or trouble regarding anything which is stated.
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