                                                                                      Assassination of Emperor Caligula
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Gaius Julius Caesar was born on 31st August 12 AD in Antium to Agrippa the Elder and Germanicus. His father was a prominent General whose soldiers gave him the nickname “Caligula” meaning “little boot” after his mother paraded him around the camp in a mini soldier’s uniform.


Caligula became Emperor aged just 24 and for the first six months there was peace and prosperity at least until Caligula became seriously ill. H recovered but the paranoia had set in. He had his cousin murdered as well as several other family members. Caligula began falsely accusing, fining and killing wealthy individuals so he could seize their estates to help him deal with the financial crisis of 39 AD.

In 39 AD Caligula had a falling out with Senate its not exactly known what the cause was but it’s possible that the new treason trials that he held were a reason. He then participated in a failed attempt to invade Britain and even had veteran Roman soldiers walk around the beaches of Gaul collecting seashells solely for his amusement.

Scandals

Both Philo of Alexandria and Seneca the Younger, both contemporaries of Caligula describe him as insane, self-absorbed, short-tempered, killed on a whim and overindulging in spending and sex. He regularly bedded other men’s wives and openly bragged about it later. Eventually, it appears that Caligula developed a God-complex as he wished to be worshipped as a living God including forcing Roman Senator’s to prostrate themselves when he entered the room. He even wanted a statue of himself in the Temple of Jerusalem.

Assassination 

[bookmark: _GoBack]All of these things came to a head in 40 AD when Caligula announced that he intended to move to Alexandria in Egypt where he could be worshipped as a living God. This was the final straw for the Senate and for the Praetorian Guard. Whilst 	Caligula was addressing a troupe of young actors Cassius Chaerea and several other Praetorians murdered him in a passage by stabbing him over 30 times on January 22 41 AD. His Germanic Guards went mad with grief and attacked and wounded several of the conspirators who would be treated by the physician Arcyon. Caligula war replaced as Emperor by his uncle Claudius who had all of the conspirators executed.
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