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Abstract:
This graveyard report focuses on gender in relation to memorial materials and typologies seen within St. Peter’s Graveyard, Lampeter, Ceredigion.  St. Peter’s is an Anglican church which was built in 1884 and serves the small town of Lampeter with bilingual services offered. The survey included 373 grave markers within the site and investigated differentiation in the memorialisation of males and females between 1811 and 2019. Some differentiation was found throughout the site in the materials used and the typology of the memorials, however this could not be linked to gender and was more typically related to wealth, economy and cultural factors.
































Gender Differentiation in St.Peter’s Graveyard, Lampeter
How is gender differentiated within the graveyard memorials? What can this show about changes in society in Lampeter during the period of graveyard use?
Introduction:
St. Peter’s Graveyard and church is situated in Lampeter, Ceredigion (Grid ref. SN5754448356, Co-ordinates Latitude: 52.1151 / 52°6'54"N, Longitude: -4.0819 / 4°4'54"W. Built in 1884 in response to the demands of the town following the creation of the university, it is the final resting place of a wide spectrum of people from POWs to military heroes. The foundations of the ‘old’ church are still present on the grounds and are a highly coveted location for burial.  
[image: ]
[image: ]       Figure 2 Site map sketch showing sections
Figure 1 OS map view of the site of St. Peter's, Lampeter

Graveyard surveying can be a very cold process. There is no context to that person’s life and it doesn’t offer a true reflection of who they were, on a grave stone, a whole life is just a line. Through talking to the public and research the stories can come to life about these people.  Sir Mortimer Wheeler once stated that ‘the archaeologist is digging up, not things, but people’ (Wheeler, 1954). One in particular is that of Sue Austen-Drennan. This wonderful lady was hugely involved with the local foodbank in Lampeter. Sadly, Mrs Austen-Drennan passed away on the 19th January, leaving behind her husband, two teenage sons, her mother and other loving family. During the research period it was Mrs Austen-Drennan’s first anniversary of her death and this information was provided by her mother Anne. Anne was an equally strong lady who was willing to share her daughters [image: ]wonderful but truly sad story. Sue’s gravestone is one that is easily memorable as it is one of the newest and has silver rather than gold detailing. This was her husband’s idea and gives insight to the process behind grieving and selecting a gravestone. Sue also has a tree in another St. Peter’s in Kent where she was baptised and where other members of her family are laid to rest. This again shows the importance of having symbolism close to home and the different ways that people commemorate their loved ones. 
                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                
Methodology 
The focus on gender led to the creation of the survey sheet which featured name, age, typology and material of the stone. Handwritten field notes were then translated onto a spreadsheet. The site was split into 11 sections and the pathways were used as boundaries for each locale, as they made the area easier to record and would make single plots easier to locate at a later date if needed. For the methodology in the field a systematic approach was taken within the modern graveyard especially sections C, D and E as they are more uniform and were easily countable (Sections can be seen in fig. 2 above). For these monuments every third stone was recorded. This shows a decent percentage of the modern grave site but it is still a slightly false image of St. Peters because 66% of the graves are undocumented. Using a larger sample would have made the data more reliable. For the older, less regimented, graves on the South side of the church, a random selection was made and as many were damaged and unreadable due to age related weathering some graves were excluded. Fieldwork was completed over four days (11th-15th January). The gravestones in sections J and K were a ‘bed’ style and very closely grouped together which made it difficult to survey, rendering some unsuitable for the study. A chi square test was applied to the data to improve confidence levels. The data was then manipulated to identify trends related to gender and presented in bar charts. Photo 1: Sue Austen – Drennan’s grave






[bookmark: _GoBack]Presentation of Results and Data Analysis:
[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/6KsYF1pHc6pyowJAmzGoJ7PIVNMNXsyZfcSJkNdx3g4WHyJ7l15zbbNttLuhnVFgr_6b3UnRsh-kMX2AkGFlO3459uXgfTVbqbjVUnsebmST97HC7yy5CH2l7ReUK3jdmykWkg3y]373 grave stones were included in the survey recording 740 burials, 51% of which were male.  Of these 373 graves 145 were single occupancy plots. Where multiple burials occurred in the same plot the primary name on the grave stone was most often male, 60%. A male appearing as a secondary name on a gravestone was less common, occurring only 42% of the time.
Figure 3
One anomaly in the results is that section D has a significantly higher percentage of male to female primary graves, where two or more individuals are buried in the same plot. Section D is one of the most modern parts of the graveyard with graves dating up till 2018. The issue may lie with the fact that a large quantity of the graves come from the 1960s and perhaps traditional patriarchal values were more prevalent. This would explain the choice of placement of the male names over the female names, even when the female died earlier.
Another anomaly is section K. There is a 20% difference with females outnumbering the males. In the data the earliest grave is dated to 1905 and the latest is 2002, though most of the dates in the section fall within the first half of the 20th century. As seen in the other locations it would be assumed that there would be more males than females mainly because of the period and ideologies of the time. However, the absence of male burials may reflect soldiers who died in the wars but whose remains were not returned.  The fact that only 27 gravestones were documented may also mean there could have been a bias to the results. 
As for secondary names there are not any obvious anomalies as all the male percentages are 53% or lower. The ratio for secondary names can be seen in the bar chart below and reflects a slight bias in favour of male primary graves which is not unexpected.
[image: https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/AbNEWILNyzZqLm5RpveWk6xMZe76BIqcNHk5TfBXYu6CXmq91ejFL1EzWlajqLmu1wpLRNA6JwBIGt02AitDFMhJGWKmSNS9Tt0HTFQBzJ8UZbGSevtVJVJ68E_llZtIbhfew5dZ]Figure 4
Across the whole site, as is seen with the age ratios, the typology and material overall has no correlation to gender. To Prove this a Chi square test has been completed using the confidence levels of 0.01, 0.05 and 0.1. These all came back with a non-significant result. 

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	Row Totals

	Male
	6 (4.80) [0.03
	34 (31.23) [0.25]
	5 (3.60) [0.54]
	155 (162.15) [0.32]
	18 (16.21) [0.20]
	218

	Female
	2 (3.20) [0.45]
	18 (20.77) [0.37]
	1 (2.40) [0.81]
	115 (107.85) [0.47]
	9 (10.79) [0.30]
	145

	Column Totals
	8
	52
	6
	270
	27
	363 (Grand Total)


Chi- square statistic is 3.9969. The p-value is .40643. The result is not significant at p＜.01
Figure 5

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	Row Totals

	Male
	6 (4.80) [0.30]
	34 (31.23) [0.25]
	5 (3.60) [0.54]
	155 (162.15) [0.32]
	18 (16.21) [0.20]
	218

	Female
	2 (3.20) [0.45]
	18 (20.77) [0.37]
	1 (2.40) [0.81]
	115 (107.85) [0.47]
	9 (10.79) [0.30]
	145

	Column Total
	8
	52
	6
	270
	27
	363 (Grand Total)


Chi- square statistic is 3.9969. The p-value is .40643. The result is not significant at p＜.05
Figure 6

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	Row Totals

	Male
	6 (4.80) [0.30]
	34 (31.23) [0.25]
	5 (3.60) [0.54]
	155 (162.15) [0.32]
	18 (16.21) [0.20]
	218

	Female
	2 (3.20) [0.45]
	18 (20.77) [0.81]
	1 (2.40) [0.81]
	115 (107.85) [0.47]
	9 (10.79) [0.30]
	145

	Column Totals
	8
	52
	6
	270
	27
	363 (Grand Total)


Chi- square statistic is 3.9969. The p-value is .40643. The result is not significant at p＜.10
Figure 7


Gender differentiation, however, is apparent in some of the separate sections. The Bar charts below show the spread of different typologies throughout the 11 sections where data was collected.
Key:
A - Table
B – Plinth
C – Flat
D – Traditional (Headstone)
E – Bed
(Full typology sheet can be seen in the appendix)

[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/ppeV6SBt4aoZ6Htf__WGKsekq27SLZ_iH5y3MKRLdlone7JT4gyI6byIPRCl7FPqPq6CCwSD7gx7xVGr0Ev-ejhbRUh5xT2OkWd0MNOgob17OAAqHh8_1GBNRElsgdqspo-VfmM8]
  Figure 8

[image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/MA2X-GQzWEvYAG5xsBjA4xr9NUb8Aple0E7jR0W2DBoWDNijxewOUjBsFiojX75mMddQ9On_QUA72KHliOg4Fo632P6PXH5hskNz04kzTzluo8Zlm4a3N6ub-WDuEpII-q6SjsgA]
Figure 9
Male primary graves use a wider range of typologies with A and E being present from section A, but the female primary graves are strictly B and D until section G. Even when the other typologies are present in female graves, there are only three present per section except from section K. For the males, however, there is a greater spread of typologies with sections B and G even including all five different typologies. Only four sections contain just two different typologies compared to the eight for females. This fluctuation could be due to there being a larger number of male primary graves. The larger quantity of monuments allows for a greater diversity unlike the female graves where there are 20% fewer. The lack of variation in female primary graves could be a reflection of the lower standing of women in society compared to men in previous generations. The anomaly of section K may be largely different to the normal trend of female graves because there is a larger percentage of females to males in the section. This is a difficult point to argue as section K is actually one of the smallest sample sizes with only 27 graves recorded and also for the fact this section has a lot of variation throughout. 

The most frequently used typology is typology ‘D’ which is a standard headstone and is common in modern times. Typology ‘D’ is the most used in every section for both males and females alike. Though for males the highest usage is in sections H,I and D whereas the highest quantity for females is in section E along with H and I. Below, typology ‘D’ has been broken down into its subsections. These results indicate that D2 is the most popular subsection of typology D and is the classic, common choice for a headstone.  All six sections vary in the relationship between male and female uses of different subsections which makes it harder to see if there is a correlation but within the single sections it indicates the importance of certain subsections.
[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/_tv-6bj7rdo-RiRe_F2I9e4sRdM3PIIx5lRVTNg_irbhqwojytTU9FWoiU8amvqQJXeKe8v3nnf8AKkR8LNVTLaYp5CxpXktmNLt5ke9-DR2nG-JqY4mR9y8Z3_NOhos7vb371hs]
Figure 10
For section C it is clear that D2 is the most common subsection for both genders. This trend is expected since section C is the most modern part of the grave yard in which there is assumed to be the least differentiation due to modern social views.

[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/l546JDMpyLLS2ZW0D0bDixJmx1qRxb0f_JHYOwvKASB9NIaRihgekzbWPuo3BOqvlIU0k9nCpaeWmDusRBEa2QHuw-NQyXMb9TcYRenh_N1dLUsGRsaQYHFD1G91GiuMzqhf6o2o]
Figure 11
For section D again D2 is popular but the highest quantity for females was D8. A point of difference in section D is that the male graves use a greater variation whereas the female ones mainly focus on two and only use 5 in total (three of them only once) and the male graves use 7 and are more consistently used. This may be due to the lower quantity of female graves but it still infers that women are less individualised in memorialisation.

[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/ia2TtEWUTz-3Wxlomwt4m2yMUkfVHfHCRBl2IlaDrREjfOuC-KnOK_euVj-eyPChTqDclH0zeL5gbr-goRK3BcEmT_sShYureuZpITTug94LvponQE6b_YZGxJ7HyFlSmRyllNDy]
Figure 12
Again D2 is the most popular and the female bar in D7 is significantly higher than any other male bar. Also another anomaly is that the female graves actually showed a larger range within this section which contradicts many of the other sections. This could possibly be due to the fact that this section of the graveyard ranges from 1970 to 2014 and these later dates allow for more individualisation but this is only within one typology so may still reflect the lesser status of women.
[image: https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/bOkzVsVbpNru2fmLpTEa0QuyCcw5wStNAaneXWvMXVUX-yM9cWrJD9E50sLaVZwpm-20D0e0vwHhwN-qIR9zLzHpzcKy13njT4k5Kh8ZuZ4U0dG72R47bFhWweCq6loYQFGQhugG]
Figure 14
Males use a larger range of D subsections. A noticeable point about this section is that D2 is not the most used, is only used for male graves and is the second lowest result after D12. All the bars across the chart are significantly higher on the male side except for D3 which has a female only use in this section.

[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/k4qAErlTSCy-Gganq8sR3RlMUhkE4V1DfufSW_8uvrVMes_L09XgBBA5vf3YbXrziBcQXzOXWwKzBemCwkhnfDT9MXN9u82D95Fo8yyJdolOP0Jmcv4vdvYWVBS5bamKHiipT6SS]
Figure 15
For section I all female bars are equal or greater than the males (besides D5). The male range is wider with there being at least one of each subsection bar three. D2 may have dropped in quantity due to the amount of other subsections used as a result of the time spanned in this section (1815-2016).


[image: https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/qpJUiVCPK7NRYs6VL4wJypxeJtMkReL0YGc5zwgIA5UO2bFS0VB1PVYbGkIJpcwgDHqUf-iULZ8-wfmdyx-lzpzJAyTxf5YHX_i7Q2qubc0ztxwPW5w83e0h-mAkHKnUZ2Wymnig]
Figure 16

Section J goes against the trend as it offers a wider range from the female side rather than male. It also has a lower usage in this section not allowing for as much range.

The change in the typology could also be as a result of the time periods in which these sections were in use. All of the ‘bed’ graves are from earlier sections and do not feature in the modern grave yard sections. This is again due to social change but also down to lack of space. Land nowadays is a luxury and is a commodity that is quickly running out. With population ever rising the increased life expectancy still cannot offset the number of plots needed. Tarlow (2005) states that ‘the relationship between the living and the dead has changed radically,’ Which could explain why bed graves and other large graves have lost their popularity.

Typology can also be looked at with a different perspective: via children. People have a different view on death when it comes to children. Firstly, ‘children’ have to be defined. For the purposes of this study anyone under the age of 18 at the time of death is classed as a child. D again is the dominant typology used. 19 out of 25 of the children’s graves were of typology D. But the majority of the D typologies were not D2 but rather D1, the symbolism behind this is unclear.  Another unusual observation about child graves is that a large quantity of them use typologies A (Table), B (Plinth) and C (Flat) (24%). As stated above Es (Bed) are barely seen in either gender so for two of the children’s graves to be ‘Es’ is quite an anomaly.  

[image: https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/Z2a_31EeQSi2OrRIgyCrl-6wXqK37gSTf0hWQT8giHLZpsVKRTSFuD_QJn71EmCEDVz3GOuTaCi2srSzkkKP8s0Ue5nyxC4UjEtoyPiFtRRZ4y_yJzxlpX7NNU6IYjT9g7Whd3Vo]
Figure 17
[image: https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/YReGDPsHwfhFbvgczW0k2yLcgL1HtEDNAd3ZfwNgSlMn1i1F1Z0JVyRT1pAj9cjuRP-DGIMUwflaD-KObxq5yEdChvmMJ02XnGvnAiLGMpxkesICbBJgvfmHmbhd3LSixb2TF9tR]Figure 18
When it comes to materials there is a lot more variation throughout the sections. This may be due to the higher quantity of options or that there is a larger difference between genders. For females the most frequently used material is Black Reconstituted Granite (BRG) this material was expected to be the highest especially in sections such as C,D and E. BRG is the most typical material for modern graves. BRG is cheaper than other materials as it is not an actual hard rock but rather a broken down granite dust which is then moulded. BRG headstones can be brought on Ebay for as little as £60.00. (Ebay, 2020).  But in five female sections other materials were the most used. The materials were slate and stone which both were also very popular. This is especially in sections where the graves are much earlier because BRG is a modern material. Slate and stone do not require the break up and moulding of BRG, it is natural stone which is carved. Section A only uses two materials but that section is very small in comparison with only three female primary graves. Again K is an anomaly and contains nearly every type of material which may relate to the shear spread of dates in that section. What does differ from the male primary graves is that Grey granite is not used at all and other materials such as marble, Red granite and wood are only used very little. This could be due to the fact that red granite is a very expensive and sought after stone and is a status symbol.  

The male primary graves nearly follow the same trend as women with a few differences. The one main similarity is that BRG is the most commonly used with it being the highest in six sections and being present in every section. The fact that BRG is in every section for males and not for females shows that there is a slight gender difference. Section K for males also shows a difference between genders because only four different materials are used which is unusual as most male graves have at least five different materials per section.  

As for children, all but four graves are either stone or slate. The four which do not follow the trend are produced from red granite, BRG and Marble. The importance of more of the graves being stone and slate may be because in the past these may have been the cheapest materials so were more affordable for parents and having fewer BRG could be due to it being a modern material and most children do now make it to adulthood. 

Investigation into iconography offers further comparison of the genders. The bar chart below shows the eight most common forms of iconography. 
Key – 
IHS – Abbreviation of ‘Son of God’ in Latin
STP – T is stand in for a cross, meaning St. Peter’s
[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/TdpoB74NpxpfG3XFk8qMe241FD7p692H72Kk7qS0GnlXIiHYEn8uVGmHWbkUfDzlJuNoZRdLyi5ckKKewqwAvzuhHQOK2yGtV12BqU-00N-zUZ_g6kDq1odEWSJ5zBdosjphPt3H]
Figure 19
As seen in the bar chart flowers are the most common. This is probably due to their being many types of flowers with many meanings so occur more but each for different reasons. If this study was redone it would be beneficial to have an expert on flower meanings as it could offer another way to view differentiation. Male primary graves are higher in five of the eight categories above. This is a rather even split even though 59% of the iconography occurs on male graves (50 male, 35 female). The amount of each icon per gender does vary rather a lot which may be because of the meanings and time frames they were made in.  Also since the church is a Church of Wales church it is normal, if not imperative to have religious iconography on monuments. Besides the icons listed above there were 22 different styles within the graveyard. Some of the more unusual ones were found in section C. Some of such designs were; Stirrups, shepherds and anchors. Only six of the 22 unusual icons were found on female graves. Again men were more likely to have individualised memorials than women. 

When it comes to children nearly half of all the children’s graves have iconography. The chart below shows the distribution of the different iconographies.
[image: https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/baE6llJKMroUZdnbEYhzkqxlec3fgW9wfKKW4YBShDESmCVMOSJVRCQl_eLud6Oqb0_6CoExvKizizvZOw7auKF7X9rKIce-td8w7REzZg0LpSqukKb18rhKx7RPJnPlMB1bUSax]
Figure 20
Compared to adults children are much more uniform in what iconography is used. This may be due to the sample size being so small but it also may be down to the meanings of the icons. The children’s graves were not from the modern era so perhaps and may reflect specific traditions of iconography considered suitable for children at the time. 

Discussion and Context:
To put this study into context, if there was a difference in gravestones it is assumed that the greatest difference would be in the older graves due to there being a greater difference in the lifestyles of women and men in the 1800s and beforehand. Over the past 100 years’ gender and feminism has been a turbulent wave which has led to votes and greater equality. With this it would be understandable to have a lesser difference between men and women in the modern parts of the graveyard which in some ways is true since most graves are BRG and are all very similar in typology [image: ]with only a few being inherently different from the rest, one such being Teleri O’shea’s.  A trend which may have been present if the hypothesis was correct is that after 1918 women’s portrayals in the graveyard may shift focus and become more equal because of the Representation of the People Act from 1918 (UK Parliament, 2020), where women over the age of 30 got the right to vote. But especially from the 1960s/70s in which the second wave of feminism was occurring (Brunell and Burkett, 2019). As stated above it technically does follow the trend with the newer graves all being practically uniformed but it is more likely to be a consequence of social believes and standards rather than gender equality.
 Photo 2: Teleri O’shea’s grave


 The lack of differentiation in the modern grave can be partially explained due to nowadays over 50% of the UK population are under a bracket known as ABC1s which roughly correlates with the middle class. ABC1s refer to people who are: 
A - Higher managerial, administrative and professional. 
B - Intermediate managerial, administrative and professional 
C1 - Supervisory, clerical and junior managerial, administrative and professional.
[image: ]
Figure 21 ABC1 percentage chart
This was shown in a line graph produced by the Guardian from an Ipsos Mori survey (Arnett, 2016). This suggests that more people are of the same economic wealth and so have a less differing quantity of disposable income to spend on their graves. An alternative theory could be that other social pressures or regulations shape a modern graveyard. Many if not all memorials look similar in today’s world and such social uniformity may influence people to represent the dead in a certain way even though the UK as a country has moved away from such highly religious views on death and burial that we had in the 1800s when the earlier part of the St. Peters was used. A further factor influencing the memorials is the supply of certain materials. The main granite reserves in Wales are in Gwynedd (Hyslop and Lott, 2007) which is 2 hours north of Lampeter (“Google maps Lampeter to Gwynedd,” 2020) which may give an idea as to why a large majority of the stones are granite or reconstituted Granite (52%). 

Recommendations:
To improve this study, the option of recording every grave would make the results much more reliable but even then there are a known 1800 gravestones but many are unseen and many have been removed throughout time due to the building of the new church and the removal of the old. Also if further variables were taken into account it could show a wider differentiation. Variables such as a larger focus on iconography and text and possibly even language could offer further insight into the gendered differences in St. Peters and be a microcosm for the wider world of graveyards and funerary beliefs of the UK. 

Conclusion
Overall this study set out to investigate gender differentiation in the memorials of St. Peter’s Church. The data indicates that gender is not a compelling factor for certain patterns of materials and typology.  The site as a whole shows no correlation between gender and the choice of gravestones. Granted, there is a slight differentiation within separate sections but nothing that is so significant that gender differentiation can be confirmed. The main influencing factor on the material and typology of the gravestones is actually wealth, class and time period. The paupers’ graves and the more modern graves show very little differentiation with the only difference really being in the slight shape difference of the headstones in the modern graveyard. This is likely because the paupers were all the same economic class and their burials were arranged by the workhouse.  The analysis of socio-economic status of the modern graves revealed a certain economic homogeneity which may be a more important factor in memorial choices.  At the same time the assumption of wealth and status being shown through a gravestone is problematic. Most graves are designed by family members and not the person themselves and therefore socio-economic status may not be clear. Choices in memorialisation may have more to do with uniquely personal factors as well as social and cultural trends.
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Appendix - Typology
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