CREATIVE PROJECT LESSON TWO
English Usage and Grammar point:

Clichés:

(From Longman’s guide to English Usage)

A cliché is an expression that has lost its force and freshness because it is overused. Clichés are substitutes for independent thinking and writing, and they may therefore make the writing seem stale and insincere.

Some expressions are always clichés: in this day and age, each and every, for love or money, the calm before the storm, none the worse for wear, leave no stone unturned, explore every avenue, food for thought.

On the other hand, a stereotyped expression may be justified as appropriate to the context. There is no need to avoid such expressions if the express precisely what is required: last but not least, add insult to injury, at a loss for words.
You should use you judgement, and not chose a cliché simply because it is the first thing that comes into your head.

Many clichés are roundabout ways of saying something that could be better said more economically: in this day and age (nowadays), at that point of time (then), in the vicinity of (near), is of the opinion that (thinks), on account of the fact that (because).

Of course, if you’re writing a character you may deliberately want him/her to use clichés as a strong defining characteristic.

Exercise: 
Describe the first journey you can ever remember going on.

This may be a journey by car, bus or train.

A few things I want you to think about:

1) Decide how you’re going to write it: with an adult voice looking back or as the child at the time, using childhood language.

2) Describe in as much detail as possible the means of transport.

3) If it’s a car and the car was your father’s think about how much that car reflects the owner of it (we often feel you can tell a lot about someone from the car they own).

4) If you want to, make up an exotic car!

Example:

I found this in The Creative Writing Coursebook edited by Julia Bell and Paul Magrs:



A butter-yellow Ford Cortina…a peeling Canaries



sticker on the bumper, green and yellow seat



covers. Magic tree air-freshener hanging off



the mirror. Crumpled MacDonald’s bags on the



back seat…

At all times use your imagination and be descriptive.

Dic Edwards

