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F is for Female

An exhibition curated around my own piece’s titled F is for Female, that will offer a view into feminism and womens empowerment through use of typography. The pieces I have chosen will aim challenge the viewers perception and will leave them with a sense of empowerment. 
A quick google search finds an abundance of information on feminism but what is feminism? Owen M. Fiss described it as “Feminism is the set of beliefs and ideas that belong to the broad social and political movement to achieve greater equality for women. As its governing ideology, feminism gives shape and direction to the women’s movement and, of course, is shaped by it.” 
However, feminism is perceived differently in different cultures and to different people and truly defining it is difficult, so I will include a variety of work from female artists from all around the world in order for the pieces to resonate with a larger audience. 
Mainly my exhibit will focus on the empowering aspects of feminism, highlighting issues and showcasing the talents of women artists using typography. I have chosen to focus my theme here because it is an area that, as a woman, I feel passionate about, my work as a designer and typographer is often focused around feminism and empowerment and I am drawn to artists and work that also focus on these areas. The lack of recognition for female typographers is something that also interests me and I hope this exhibit will help to educate people on the many talented women that work in design.
Through use of typography we are able to portray many different things, we are even able to portray gender solely through using type. It is no new thing to use flowy more delicate fonts for women and more bold basic fonts for men, but why is this? Why do we see fonts as more masculine or feminine when they are all just words? It could be as, Sibylle Hagmann suggests in her essay, ‘Non-existent design: women and the creation of type’ (2005) “the history of the trade as one reason for the current situation. It could be, she says, that because printing, lead type design and metalsmithing were traditionally male-dominated professions throughout history, there just isn’t enough non-male experience to feed into the visual language, and the typographic language, that we still use today.” It would make sense that our inherited beliefs would have some bearing on how we perceive type but throughout time designers and artists have been challenging this. Particularly in recent years there have been an increase in female typographers in a male dominated industry and with that has come online forums and communities in which you can find them, forums like Typequality and Alphabettes, where you can find type by women, and information on those women.

“Different typographies have articulated different goals and historical contexts; fonts reveal the ways that different types of feminism have found expression throughout the years.” (Madeline Morley, 2017)

Feminism in typography has proven to be an effective pairing, with artists using typography for centuries to voice their angers about social and political issues, which leads me to the first piece in my exhibit, from 1971 this piece by Virtue Hathaway was a cult hit at the time it was released and still holds the same power today as it highlights what is still a societal expectation all these years later. Speaking on the piece herself, artist Shirley Boccaccio, said “He is right. The poster is an expression of outrage against public policy, the public policy of exploiting women.”
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Fig. 1 Fuck Housework, (Virtue Hathaway)Shirley Boccaccio, 1971 http://collections.museumca.org/?q=collection-item/2010544767-0

Typography plays an incredibly important role in art, it can help to amplify the message that’s intended to be shared or it can add that extra information that’s needed to really convey the message. 
Google took note of this for their International Women’s Day doodles in 2019 when they asked 9 female letterers to design different quotes in their own unique styles, I plan to include all 9 works of art as I feel they work as a whole as well as standalone pieces. The piece by Sabeena Karnik, (Fig, 2) is created from paper and is intricately cut by hand, the quote it illustrates reads “Do not say you are weak, because you are a woman” which fits perfectly into the empowerment theme of my exhibition as it encourages women to feel strong and proud of their femininity. Despite the fact I personally cannot understand the typography here I am including it in my exhibition in order to appeal to many cultures and ethnicities. 
[image: ] 
Fig 2. Sabeena Karnik for Google, International Women’s Day 2019

Greenberg et al. (1996, p. 2) describe, “Part spectacle, part socio-historical event, part structuring device, exhibitions—especially exhibitions of contemporary art—establish and administer the cultural meanings of art.” I believe it is important to try and include as many cultures as possible in my exhibit as feminism is something that is experienced by. and appeals to women all over the world and isn’t exclusive to the western world.

Barbara Krugers self-titled exhibit originally debuted in The Mary Boone Gallery, New York, in 1991 and used large scale typography to communicate the idea of violence against women, this is a really powerful piece that I feel would work well within my exhibit to create a more interactive element, allowing the audience to feel enveloped by the art. The use of larger scale pieces along with smaller scale pieces is an important thing to consider when curating an exhibit because it allows for a more well-rounded experience, 

“Practicing artists and performers have long recognized that artistic creation is an experimental and emergent process, involving input from traditions and intentionality as well as physical objects and spaces.“(Elkins 1999; Becker et al.2006; Jarvis 2007)


[image: ]
Fig, 3 Self-titled, Barbara Kruger 1991


In recent years, due to the popularity of social media, the ability for artists to collaborate and work together on bigger projects has become easier. Typing Feminism is a collaboration of over 50 female typographers worldwide, the content ranges from digital work to lino prints to large scale murals and can be found on their Instagram page under the same name. The piece by Nuvia (Fig, 4) along with a few other featured will be included in my exhibit, like the Google project, these pieces alone also work alone but I feel they would have a more powerful impact together to portray an overall message of empowerment. It’s important to me that I include projects like this because they shine a light on female artists in typography, an industry that has neglected female artists in the past. 
“So it seems that the problem is two-fold. Not only is there a lack of females represented in the higher levels of the design world, but also the very system that the design world is built on is too limited in its scope, and non-exclusive by nature. The complexity of the problem is mostly due to our graphic language and it’s symbols—the look of language that we see every day—reinforces a pre-existing, biased system.” (Genista Jurgens, 2017)
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Fig, 4 Nubia Navarro, Typing Feminism.

The final pieces are what I have curated the exhibit around (Fig, 5) created by myself, they are a trio of typographic designs made using traditional wood block type and lino printing as well as digital aspects to communicate facts about women’s equality and empowerment. The use of more traditional type in these pieces brings added value as it plays on the idea that traditionally typography is not a feminine industry.
[image: ]
Fig, 5, F is for Female, Chance Dufty

The space in which I imagine the exhibit to be is a room shaped like an ‘F’, to fit with the female empowerment theme, the shape of the space will allow for an interesting viewing experience, the nooks created by the ligatures would be useful to home interactive elements that the audience can get involved in, for example upon entering the exhibit viewers would be asked a question like “What piece of advice would you give to your younger female self?” and then they would see that advice projected onto the wall  along with other people’s advice in final nook as they leave the exhibit  so that they feel as though they are a part of the exhibit and that in turn will leave them with a feeling of empowerment.
Overall I feel the exhibit would have the desired outcome of communicating the message of empowerment, however if I were to improve on anything I would say that there isn’t quite the right flow between the art works as I had hoped and I would potentially change or add in different pieces to achieve that desired flow but despite this I still feel there is definitely potential for this to be an eye-opening exhibit.
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Women with full-time jobs still earn 
only about 77 percent of their male 
counterparts’ earnings.
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“Donot say you are weak, because you are a woman.”

Mary Kom, Indian boxer
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