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Introduction 
The Tanakh (Hebrew Bible, Torah) serves as the canonical sacred scripture of Judaism, with the monotheistic rabbis developing new variants of the older religious tradition. The Tanakh (Pentateuch), Nevi’im (Prophets), and Ketuvim (Writings) represent an act of divine revelation, a historical account, and a moral compass for Jewish communities throughout the world. This article examines the importance of the Hebrew Bible or TaNaKh within the Jewish faith, with respect to its function as a source of covenant identity, worship, law, and ethics. It draws upon both primary literature (the Bible) and secondary literature (scholarly works) to illustrate how the Tanakh codifies Jewish life. In this poster, the focus and imagery are captured through critical verse. This study makes the case that the Hebrew Bible is more than a religious text—that it is a powerful force for bringing together Jewish theology, practice, and community for generations, and that it remains a relevant presence in everything from daily prayers to legal traditions. Through a multifaceted exploration of its functions, this essay demonstrates the lasting centrality of the Tanakh in Judaism.
Analysis of the Hebrew Bible’s Function 
The Tanakh is the ancient sacred text of the Jewish religion, the first of the three parts of the Hebrew Bible, held common in both Judaism and Christianity. A total of 24 books, it is a tripartite structure: Torah (Instruction), Nevi’im (Prophets), and Ketuvim (Writings). The first five books (known as the Torah) are accorded the greatest authority and are considered to have been revealed rather than written by God himself to Moses on Mount Sinai. It includes the central covenant between God and Israel, that Israel is to be a “treasured possession” to God (Exodus 19:5–6) if it obeys His commandments. This covenant is the theological basis of Jewish peoplehood and communal obligation.
The Torah comprises legal, ethical, and ritual stipulations and was developed as early as c. 1500 BCE (traditional dating) by the Israelites, initially partially orally and partially in writing. The Ten Commandments, including the Shema and Golden Rule, follow the framework of commands that require future explanation. So also, these commandments are a kind of microcosm of the mitzvot that order the life of the Jew every day, in terms of what we ourselves may do in our own bodies, but also about the culture in which we live.
Jewish Theology: The Shema the Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4–5—” Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one”) is the most basic expression of Jewish monotheism and the Jewish faith in God. It is read daily, included in Jewish prayer services, inscribed on the outer part of a mezuzah scroll and sometimes worn in the tefillin. The Shema is a reminder that the Hebrew Bible is a text, yes, but it is also a life that is lived — a body in which humans live and grow and where rituals are performed daily, and the text is given down through the generations.
The Tanakh also supports and helps shape moral and spiritual conduct. In Psalm 119:105, it is written, “Your word is a lamp for my feet,” meaning that the Bible is a guide for our journey. This verse serves as the foundation for the Jewish principle of Talmud Torah, and studying and interpreting Torah is a lifelong obligation. This intellectual pursuit evolved into Talmudic studies, which connected the Written Torah to the Oral Torah (subsequently written in the Mishnah and Talmud) as a cornerstone of Jewish law.
The Nevi’im and Ketuvim, though less blinded by law, give form to Jewish ethics and social values. Prophetic literature such as Isaiah 58:6–7 calls for justice and care for the oppressed, while the narratives of history, for instance the Exodus—in which people collectively remember their liberation/deliverance by God—serve as memorials of liberation and divine deliverance, and as celebrations that the participants are obligated to recall annually. Stories like these create social resiliency, hope and life, even in exile and persecution.
Significance in Judaism 
Value The Hebrew Bible (Tanakh) is the “Bible” of the Jewish people, making up the theological, legal, ethical, and liturgical framework of Jewish life. It is infinitely more than a historical document; it is a living document that moulds Jewish identity, life and thought. Its centrality is its manifold nature as a divine covenant, focus of worship, legal constitution, and moral guide.
Covenant, a fundamental characteristic of the Tanakh, is the idea of a contract or agreement between God and the Children of Israel. This is summed up in Exodus 19:5–6 when God says, “if you will obey my voice, and keep my covenant, you shall be my own possession… a holy nation.” This covenant defines the Jews as a people chosen by God to continue a divine mission. It also depicts Judaism as a communal faith, uniting Jews across time and space through common laws, practices, and obligations. As Norman Cohen explains in The Way into Torah (2000), the Torah’s covenantal structure “delineates Jewish mission,” imbuing it with the gift of privilege and the demand of responsibility.
The Tanakh is also important to Jewish worship. Its effect can be found in daily prayers, weekly readings in the synagogue, and on the annual holidays. The Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4–5) expressing the oneness of God and the obligation to love God is recited twice daily and is among the most recognisable of the Jewish statements of monotheism. Torah portions (known as parshiyot) are read aloud on a weekly basis in a cycle that dates to antiquity—a ritual explained on resources such as My Jewish Learning. Psalms also compose various elements of the liturgy, particularly a praise-filled segment of the service, the Hallel, recited on festivals. For the big ones, like Passover, the biblical texts (in this case, Ex 12) are at the root of the holiday, so that you're not just reading, but celebrating, the text.
Regarding law, the Tanakh is the primary source of Jewish law. The 613 commandments drawn from the Torah cover the gamut of Jewish life, from ritual purity and diet (e.g., Leviticus 11) to interpersonal ethics (“Love your neighbour as yourself” – Leviticus 19:18). Biblical commandments. The oral has been developed in Mishnah and Talmud, respectively. As in the example above, the basic laws on divorce are given in Deuteronomy 24:1–4 and are read broadly by rabbinic authorities. There are some differences in the approach to this set of laws between the different Jewish denominations— Orthodox, Conservative and Reform —but in all of them the biblical text is the solid grounding, and the living authority, of law, that is to say, the Bible is the legal authority which, although flexible, can alter an original reading without revocation of the original wording.
Ethically, the Tanakh is full of deep moral instruction. Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp for my feet,” this speaks of Scripture as directing one’s personal and corporate behaviour. Nowhere are messages of justice, compassion, and humility more common than in the prophetic literature. Micah 6:8— “He has told you, O man, what is good. To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God” — serves as a touchstone for contemporary Jewish values. This moral vision exercises an enduring impact in modern movements like Tikkun Olam (repairing the world), for example, whose concerns include social justice, the pursuit of peace, humanitarian intervention, and environmental stewardship. The Tanakh’s stories likewise invite continuous ethical thought: the tale of the binding of Yitzchak (Genesis 22), for instance, challenges us to what obedience involves, what it means to have, and whether we can even endure, faith, the subject of divine testing—questions teased out for centuries in midrashic readings.
As the cornerstone of the Jewish religion, the Tanakh is said to have been studied, discussed, internally debated, and received updates over its 3,000-year history. Some of the language and structures of the book manifest ancient patriarchal norms, such as male-centred genealogies and laws that elevate male authority. But feminists’ interpreters like Tikva Frymer-Kensky (in Studies in Bible and Feminist Criticism, 2006) have read female biblical characters as active protagonists with theological import. Indeed, there are hermeneutics, particularly among liberal Jewish religious movements, in the interpretation of so-called traditional readings and present social mores (such as LGBTQ+ inclusion and gender equality). For example, in Reform Judaism, the ever-changing meaning of sacred texts is understood and practice, which demonstrates the Tanakh’s flexibility.
Relevance to the Poster 
The post visually symbolises the place of the Hebrew Bible in Judaism, in parallel to the themes of this report. The Torah scroll picture represents the Tanakh’s divine will and authority, and its place in worship and in legal matters. Citations affirming biblical quotations from Deuteronomy 6:4–5 for covenant, Exodus 19:5–6 for monotheism, and Psalm 119:105 for guidance corroborate the analysis of the report. The parchment background is a nod to tradition, and the My Jewish Learning quote emphasises the scholarship-filled pages on the Tanakh’s impact. 
Conclusion 
The Hebrew Bible plays a central role in Judaism, standing as a source of law and moral teaching as well as a historical record of the Israelites people. It establishes Jewish identity in the Sinai covenant, structures worship via texts such as the Shema, forms the basis of halakha, and provides a framework for moral life. Its theological complexity is clear in primary sources such as Exodus 19 and Deuteronomy 6, and its timelessness is evident in secondary sources such as Cohen and My Jewish Learning. Both themes are repeated in the poster with imagery and quotes. During tensions, such as its patriarchal readings, the Tanakh’s fluidity makes it a living text in different Jewish traditions. The analysis remains a sacred doing as it nurtures oneness and dialogue. Future explorations could consider how the Tanakh describes Jewish reactions to today’s challenges, cementing its status as a “book of life”.
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