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“When the first Industrial Revolution eventually came it occurred at a rapid pace, was led by industry and took place in Britain” (Patrick K O'Brien, 1993, p. 254).


Throughout history changes in which economies could evolve differed over time and were essential to the economies we recognize today. One of the biggest changes we have witnessed in recent times is that of the 18th century start of the industrial revolution, to which expanded worldwide in later times. This revolution presided over that of the current during that time, which were the agricultural and handicraft revolutions (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica , 2020). “In 1968 Hobsbawm could state unequivocally that the British industrial revolution was the most fundamental transformation in the history of the world recorded in written documents” (Maxine Berg, 1992).
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Blaenavon had mined iron ore on a smaller scale for many years prior to the land being leased by industrial entrepreneurs in 1788. The three blast furnace mine started at a figure of 300 workers and until grew until it ceased operations in the 1960s, it mined raw materials, including limestone, coal and iron ore (Thomas Hill, 2020). “Most new technology during the industrial revolution, for example, was embodied in new or improved capital goods; thus, there was a close relationship entwine investment, capital formation, technical progress and increases in output” (Hartwell, 2017, p. 146). This quote shows how the investment, goods and capital were reflections of the raw material output.
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This diagram in Blaenavon shows the by-products that are a result of coal. These materials created a new source of energy, to which created the origins of new developments that were essential to help with modernisation and advancement throughout the world. These substances helped with the creation of the internal-combustion engine, steam engine, petroleum and electricity. It was also crucial for communication methods and international trade, this was due to the advancement it gave via, airplanes, automobile, factory and manufacturing systems. These new developments resulted in wealth for higher and middle classes, economic power and growth, especially in the industrialised societies (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica , 2020).

Field Visit tour and museum notes

[bookmark: _GoBack]Prior research to the field visit documented how essential and therefore life changing the industrial revolution was to the world as we currently know it, however the visit to Blaenavon showed additional information particularly in regards to the human side of the industry. I learnt about the collection of the raw materials, this encouraged myself to personally reflect upon how important raw materials can be not only for one industry,  for many and the global economy as a whole. The investment into this mine helped towards change in local society and also environment that global society operated in. As seen in the above image it diagrams how many areas these raw materials helped advancement, from electricity to sulphuric acid, different industries that were positively changed by coal. Coal created three main properties, which were, tar, benzol and ammonia (National Museum wales site visit , 2020 febuary 11th ).





In order for the coal miners to collect the raw material they had to work in very difficult and dangerous conditions. Working hours were 12 hours, seven days a week and wages were giving in accordance to the weight of the coal that was collected by each individual worker. Basic tools were used but over time there was advancement in machinery, this made the work more dangerous. This information made me think about how the mine owners where the ones mainly benefiting because they has a resource needed by many different industries that were creating, relying upon and using different areas of the economy, without the raw materials it would not be possible (National Museum wales site visit , 2020 febuary 11th ).
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Children as young as five were sent to work in the iron mines, again with long hours and yet huge responsibility, for example, children were often in charge of opening and closing doors, to which helped preserve oxygen. There was a law passed to protect child workers but this was allegedly largely ignored (National Museum wales site visit , 2020 febuary 11th ).

I personally had to shut the mine doors as our group were given the tour, it gave me a small idea of how difficult the conditions must have been for a child in a working mine. Children were also put to work on dram transportation. It is extremely interesting to learn about the industrial revolution and the change it had on multiple economies and environments but it wasn’t always an ethical start and not everyone benefited from it (National Museum wales site visit , 2020 febuary 11th ).
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Horses were expensive, due to the demand for working mining horses, during this time and this saw the iron work owners putting great emphasis on the care and treatment they received, somewhat more than the workers themselves. They were expensive to replace, horses were in demand which rose prices, this created an industry in itself (National Museum wales site visit , 2020 febuary 11th ).
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The mines were a very dangerous place to work and many accidents, injuries and deaths were to occur as a result. Although there were some safety precautions, including lamps and birds used to detect dangerous gases, accidents and disasters still sadly occurred (National Museum wales site visit , 2020 febuary 11th ).
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Learning about the facts of this industrial movement provided information but the site visit showed the human side of the ironworks. If laws has been intense would entrepreneurs who invested in mining, would have continued to invest in the mining industry and if not would the economic growth of the industrial revolution be as successful as I was? During the site visit the human side of the industrial was more apparent, although it was essential for growth, it was the workers that suffered as a result (National Museum wales site visit , 2020 febuary 11th ).

By visiting the Blaenavon ironworks shows that the area has adapted to the modern day by taking advantage of the tourism industry, they employ old miners to educate visitors. The visitor centre does give revenue and jobs to the local area by bringing in tourism industry into their town (National Museum wales site visit , 2020 febuary 11th ).

“The cumulative economic advances achieved in the Industrial Revolution requited growing and shifting contributions for the outlying economies and regions far beyond the recognized centres of industrialisation” (Patrick K O'Brien, 1993, p. 203). Blaenavon iron mine had an impact far greater than its town or wales, it was part of the greater economic changes amongst many societies, economies and environments. 
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