Assessment 2: Landscape characterisation
	Llanllyr is a post medieval site located in the middle of Wales in Ceredigion, in the old county of Cardiganshire in the Aeron Valley, around 8 miles from Aberaeron and 0.5km south of Talsarn. On this site there have been remains found of past nunneries, houses and gardens all lying in the area of Llanllyr. Archaeological digs have been happening at Llanllyr for decades and based off of reports numerous artefacts and interesting objects have been found in this location, the site itself covers a wide area and even considering how many years they have been digging there, not every area has been excavated. The area of Llanllyr is a landscape shaped by agricultural activity, historical settlement patterns and the interaction of natural processes. Landscape characterisation provides an understanding of how the physical, ecological, and cultural factors combine to make the identity of a landscape.
	The site dates back to 1180 and has the foundation of a Cistercian nunnery founded by Rhys ap Gruffudd. The nunnery is a monastery established by the Cistercian order. A Cistercian order is a religious order of the catholic church, and is an initially male order, the first female monasteries began to appear by 1125, only 55 years before this nunnery was founded. There are said to have been 16 nuns to have worked in this location. The site of the nunnery is thought to have lied 180m north-west of the current mansion house. On maps there is a possible chapel site which may have belonged to the nunnery. This location is one of two medieval nunneries in Wales. The traces of a chapel/church and a cemetery enclosure were apparently visible in the late 19th century. The nunnery in Llanllyr was founded as a daughter house of the Cistercian monastery of Strata Florida, they thought the buildings shown on the original map are a re-use of earlier monastic buildings during the post-dissolution period but there has never been any documented evidence to support these theories.
	In an excavation in 2014 grant aided by Cadw to try and locate and define the extent and character of the archaeological remains associated with the medieval nunnery and the post-dissolution mansion, it revealed the remains of what is thought to be an 18th century garden with associated buildings, but there were no remains found of the supposed nunnery. Dyfed Archaeological Trust and University of Wales Trinity Saint David carried out the excavation in the area of the putative gardens and buildings shown on the 1768 estate map, however cobbled surfaces were found which closely corresponded to the courtyards and trackways shown on the 1768 map. Trench 3a on this excavation revealed a possible wall, which they believed to be associated with the mansion, and although other features in the trench were not dug up the cleaning of the fragments, they found a 16th century floor tile.
	Excavations at Llanllyr in recent years have shown some very interesting finds, small sharp pieces of flint were found, and as flints are not local to this part of Wales, they believe that its most likely to be from southern England or northern Ireland. “it is very exciting to be back at the site again after 3 years. Finding our first artefacts so quickly has been great for the team and the project” – Professor Martin Bates, Lead Academic on the project at UWTSD, 2022. More of the most interesting artefacts that were found on the site consist of cobbled surfaces and robbed-out wall lines, which suggest presence of the house used after the nunnery’s dissolution. Ceramic roof-ridge and floor tiles, like I mentioned above some of these were found by students in 2014. Water management features, these suggest evidence of the medieval period. and one that I think is the most interesting is cemeteries and cemetery features, which indicates the presence of a burial site, and gives us more underlying proof that the nunnery was real.
	The old house was built around 1826, with the gardens being laid out the same time. In 1986 the old gardens were cleared and new shrubs were planted, with the new shrub borders in 1989 to the north and east of the house being planted, large fishpond and bog gardens were created along an old medieval culvert. The Tudor house has known depictions from about 1684-1768, with earlier sketches appear to show a central hall with a projecting porch and oriel windows. The demolition of this house was noted in the 1970s, however the house was actually demolished around 1830, which is the same decade the old house was built. An old medieval memorial stone was found when the Tudor house was demolished which hints at an earlier ecclesiastical site. The stone was recovered from the fabric of the Tudor house, which was demolished around 1830, although what they got out was only half of the original monument, as they say the remaining parts of it were built into the house walls. The stone is said to possibly be associated with the establishment of the nunnery. The stone measures 1.41m by 0.24m by 0.24m, and it has linear Latin ring-cross and is inscribed with the words 'TESQUITUS DTOC/MADOMNUAC O/CCON FILIUS ASA/ITGEN DEDIT'. – J. Wiles 01.10.2003. ‘the tesquitus of Ditos (which) Aon son of Asa itgen gave to madomnuac’, ‘tesquitus’ is thought to refer to a plot of land. The carvings and inscriptions are dated later than the 8th or earlier then the 9th century – Nash Williams no.124; Edwards CD20.
	The Llanllyr park is divided into a few large fields with several different types of trees such as, conifers, oaks, Japanese elm, ash, beech, and Huntingdon elms. Just outside of the gardens, to the southwest corner there is a small, ruined cob building, which is a traditional construction method that uses a mixture of clay-rich soil, sand and straw to create a durable sustainable structure. The 1768 estate map shows buildings, formal gardens and parklands to the north-west of the current house. It is thought that the old house was demolished to provide building materials for the new mansion house.
	In conclusion, through both desk-based analysis and field observation it is clear that the location of Llanllyr in Mid-Wales Ceredigion has a strong sense of place shaped by the environmental factors that posses it, the history behind the location is fascinating and white it retains so much of its historic identity, modern pressures such as agricultural change and rural development may influence the future condition of the landscape. Overall, the study highlights the importance of landscape characterisation in understanding and managing rural environments, places like Llanllyr need to be protected and sustained for future developments. We always need to be respectful of locations like this as they carry so much history, and its important that while excavating areas such as where the old Tudor house, or any other old buildings that we try and preserve what is left as much as we can in order to not destroy hundreds of years of history.
[image: ]	This is the original 1768 estate map showing its position in relation to existing modern farm buildings (which are shaded in grey) this image was found in the ‘Archaeological evaluation 2014: interim report by F Murphy and H Wilson’

[image: ]This is the old medieval stone monument found in the original Tudor House, it is not clear to see the engravings, but I could not find any more recent pictures. This image was found on the Coflein website.


[image: ]This is 2 images of the land at Llanllyr, showing what I believe to be the farm and all of the fields surrounding, this image was found on the Coflein website.
This was the trench plan for the 2014 excavation I talked about in my essay, were they found the cobbled walls (trench 3), these trench plants are overlying an image of the original 1768 estate map. this image was found in the ‘Archaeological evaluation 2014: interim report by F Murphy and H Wilson’

[image: Llanllyr - Lampeter | NGS Gardens][image: ]
This is how the gardens at Llanllyr look in the current day, full of life and beautiful.
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