L5 – Sound design (ACCA5048)

What I did/process and my final thoughts on my project on the fire scene from The Naked gun – in sound design 


For this project, I focused on recreating and editing the sound design for the fire scene from The Naked Gun, using Adobe Premiere Pro for this project. My main goal was to build a soundscape that supported the chaotic comedy of the scene while demonstrating my skills using sounds like dialogue, foley, ambience, and music while keeping the volume between –12 and –6 decibels. I began by importing the scene from YouTube to Adobe Premier Pro and assets I planned to use, including dialogue, ambience, and additional music from the essential sound menu.
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My first major task was creating a script and a list of sounds that i was going to use for this project. Then I sourced out the video from YouTube and imported it into Premiere Pro. When i  imported it in it was minute long so i had to use the crop tool to shrink the length of the video down from a minute to 28 seconds.  After  i went to the essential sound menu and I looked through the music library and the SFX library to find the ones that i need in my project.
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The first sound that I used for the scene was called happy saloon piano which is a music sound. I used this sound because in the scene there is a part where the main character hits a piano and fast paced music sound of the piano and I wanted to match that the one I used from the library to the original. Also, in some old comedy films/shows such as the ones that Charlie Chaplin did, in some scenes the main character/characters would trash a place /or being clumsy and fast paced piano music would play live because they had no sound effects at that time.  
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Then I cropped the sound from the scene down to when he screams, which is a dialogue to show that that he had a fright/hadn't realised that the evidence that he needed had caught on fire in inches from his face.  Then I used a foley sound which was a piece of metal being bashed heavily to portray the sound of frank Drebin foot bashing the bin on the floor with his foot stuck in the bin.  i used another foley of glass smashing to imitate vases falling and smashing on the floor that frank Drebin smashes into. and I used another foley of fire crackling to portray the fire Buring the evidence and the fire Buring the curtains.
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In the final stage of the project, I made sure that the decibels of each sound were between –12 to –6. If it was too high i would click on each sound and use the audio clip mixer to turn down the volume. If the mix is left in the red, it could lead to distortion and loss of quality which can lead the mix to be unprofessional.
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Next, I used the Audio clip mixer to control the levels of the whole track. This has helped me dialogue, sound effects, ambience separated so I could mix each one cleanly  
Final thoughts

Overall, this project helped me understand how much sound contributes to the cinema world by creating amazing and unforgettable scenes. Working in Premiere Pro gave me a clearer sense of how dialogue, foley, ambience, and effects interact with the scene within Adobe premiere pro. If I were to develop this further, I would experiment with more advanced tools to make the scene even better, However, I’m satisfied that my final mix has captured the chaotic and silliness of the film.
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