	
	
	



How did the Tyrants of Syracuse establish and maintain their power from the 5th to the 3rd centuries BC?

Abstract
This essay looks at how tyrants of Syracuse maintained there power, also looking at how some such as Thrasybulus failed to hold on to power. Syracuse is an interesting city in which to focus this study as it has a long history of political change and turmoil and a range of successful tyrants such as Dionysius I and Gelon of Gela as well as unsuccessful tyrants such as Dionysius II and Thrasybulus both of whom saw the creation of a democracy in the aftermath of their reign. Syracuse also provides us with the opportunity to look at the creation of tyrannys in Gelon, Dionysius I and Agotholces . This essay shall examine how the tyrants created and maintained power in Syracuse by looking at three main factors, these factors are the popularity of tyrants, wealth and how they use it and military strength however as this essay will show, these factors are all interconnected and a successful tyrant such as Gelon or Dionysius I must balance all of them. This essay mainly uses Polybius aqnd Diodorus as ancient sources however It also uses other sources such as pultarch and Thucydides in conjunction. 
Plan 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Introduction
· A brief overview of tyranny in the Ancient world (Lewis 2009)
· A brief overview of ancient Sicily ( Smith, Serrati 2000) Hornblower (1983)
· Discuss the main sources and the pros and cons of using them
The role of Popularity in maintaining power
· Popularity of Dionysius (Lewis 2009: 60) (Diod 13) 
· Hieron II of Syracuse’s use of mercenaries to allow citizen army to retreat
Protects popularity among citizens and the citizen contingents of the army are saved "[Hiero] threw the mercenaries forward and let them be annhilated by the enemy. While the mercenaries were being run down he withdrew safely back with the citizen contingents" (Polyb 9)
· Gelon was popular outside of Syracuse meaning his power was proected from outsiders at the end of his reign "Being then loved universally on account of his mild rule he continued to enjoy a peaceful life until he passed away" (Diod 11.67.3)
· Agothocles uses popularity to form a new tyranny after Timoleon's oligarchy. "As for the Syracuseans who had not committed themselves [To Agathocles as sole ruler], some were constrained by fear to submit while others, being no match for the crowd, were deterred from making any hostile demonstration" (DIod 29.9) However Polybius states that this Agathocles was violent at the start of his reign and potentioallly contradicts Diodorus "[ Agathocles had] the reputation of extreme cruelty in his opriginal measures for the establishment of his dynasty" (Polyb 19.23.2) 
· Thrasybulus had wealth to hire mercenaries however was an unpopular tyrant and therefore was deposed "When he realised the momentum of the Syracuseans' [uprising] was unstoppable he all his allies […] as well as a vast number of mercenaries (Diod 11.67-68)
The role of Wealth in maintaining power
· Dionysius created a fortress on the isle of Ortygia allowing himself to have a strong power base. " Observing that the island [of Ortygia] was the strongest quarter and could easily be defended, and seperated it from the rest of the city by a costly rampart […] he also created on the island at cast expense, a fortified citadel to serve as a retreat in any sudden emergencies." (Diod 14.7)
· Dionysius used wealth to gain popularity "He now at once chose over 1000 Men who were without property but daring in spirit and provided them with expensive weapons and armour and raised there hopes with the most generous promises" (Diod 13.96.1)

The role of war and the military
· Dionysius I used the threat of Carthaginean invasion to increase his power and become tyrant.
· Dionysius Had a large number of mercenaries which helped secure his power "Though the syracuseans resented him they were forced to hold their peace, since there was nothing they could do now : the city was full of armed mercenaries and everyone was scared of the Carthginians and there formiddable strength" (Diod 13.96. 2) this quote seems to go against Lewis' argument that Dionysius was popular.

Conclusion
· None of the factors are independent or soley responsible for maintaining power
· Tyrants used their wealth to gain popularity (e.g. Dionysius I as discussed in Lewis 2009:60) 
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