Programme: BA Primary Education with QTS
Module: Cycle 1 Core Studies: The Learner
Module Code: ECAD4007

[image: ]














[bookmark: _GoBack]



Name: Jessica Ann Milford
Student Number: 1901005
Module Lead: Tom Cox
ECAD4007 – Who are you teaching?
It is important that primary school teachers have an enhanced knowledge and understanding of child development as this enables them to find ways and strategies to support their pupils individually in the classroom. A certified educator, J Gregson agrees with this as he says that by understanding child development, the teacher will know how to push students to grow academically, emotionally and socially. (enotes.com, 2019) Furthermore, it is also important for primary school teachers to provide an education that meets the holistic needs of pupils. This is agreed by Dr. Scott H. Forbes, an Executive Director Teacher Educator who is the head of the Holistic Education Research Unit as he says that holistic educators are concerned with ultimacy and therefore believe that holistic schools should enable pupils to reach their fullest possible development. (Great-ideas.org, 2019). By teacher’s understanding child development and the holistic approach to child development, teaching and learning should be more effective in the classroom as staff members will easily be able to identify any delays in each child’s development as well as know what techniques could be used to support each individual holistically and help them get to the next stage of their development.
The role of the teacher when aiding children’s development is to plan lessons around the needs of the learners in the classroom. Their job is to recognise if someone is behind in their development and tailor to these needs by providing support and encouragement to get the child to their next area of development. It is also the teacher’s job to keep accurate records of each child’s progress which can be done through an Individual Learning Plan. This allows the teacher to identify if each child is making progress and if any concerns arise from this their job is to then provide the learner with an appropriate referral to the ALNCO/SENCO in the school. To meet the Teachers’ Standards, all teachers have a responsibility to adapt their teaching to meet the specific needs of individual pupils by law. (Glazzard et al., 2015)
Ella is at the expected stage in her emotional development as Ella can at times show affection for other children and enjoys other children taking care of her therefore showing she does like to please her friends which is the expectation for a 4-year-old. Ella is not always happy to separate from her mum each morning which is normal for young children between 2 and 4 years old but as Ella turns 5 years old, she should be able to be more independent and begin to rely less on her mum. Ella is beginning to communicate her feelings and is aware that others may have different feelings and according to Salovey and Mayor, a child that is emotionally intelligent is able to monitor one’s own and others’ feelings and emotions. Therefore, as Ella is beginning to do this, she is becoming an emotionally intelligent learner and therefore meeting the emotional expectations for a 4-year-old. (MacBlain, 2014) Erikson and Spock agree with me as they say that pre-schoolers aged 2-4 often have difficulty separating from their parents. Also, Erikson and Spock say that during the period of initiative which is Ella’s expected area of emotional development, fears are a common problem and the child has an active fantasy life. (Garden et al., 2019) Ella is starting to develop new fears as a result of her active imagination which implies that she is beginning to meet the expectations for Erikson and Spock’s “Period of Initiative”. (Youtube.com, 2019)
Ella’s emotional well-being could be developed through emotion coaching. (See Appendix 1) This is based on the principle that nurturing and emotionally supportive relationships between pupils’ and teachers enables the promotion of children’s outcomes and resilience. As Ella doesn’t initiate interaction with adults or peer’s emotion coaching could allow her to feel more comfortable around her teachers and therefore become more emotionally capable. (Gottman 1997) As Ella’s teacher, I could learn how to best help her by completing thrive training.  This will enable me to learn how to provide a powerful way of working with children and young people that supports optimal emotional development. Thrive training draws conclusions from recent advances in neuroscience, attachment theory and child development. (See Appendix 2) This could be applied to Ella as she is not always happy to separate from her mum each morning. Thrive training could therefore provide me, as Ella’s teacher, with the right techniques to help Ella with her attachment issues. (The Thrive Approach, 2019)
The pupil profile indicates that Ella is behind in her cognitive development as Ella is not able to point to and count over ten objects accurately, she is not interested in counting games or rhymes whereas most children at this age enjoy singing, rhyming and making up words. (Cold et al., 2019) Ella can hold a pencil with a “splayed” four finger grip and scribble on paper. However, at this age she should be starting to recognise some letters and possibly write her name. Ella meets the expectations of a 4-year old’s development as she can understand the difference between real and make-believe, however as she is starting to develop new fears as a result of her active imagination she could sometimes be confusing them, which is also expected at this age. Ella finds difficulty understanding how decisions may affect herself and others therefore this implies she is unaware of consequences making her behind in her development. Ella imitates her peers briefly during play suggesting that she is not yet engaging with her peers but more so observing and copying. Piaget agrees with me as he says that during the Preconceptual phase, which is where Ella is at, children should be engaging in make believe play and imitating behaviour therefore Ella is meeting the expectations of a 4-year-old in this area. (Gray and MacBlain, 2015)
As Ella’s teacher, I could help her with her cognitive development by allowing her access to concrete apparatus when encouraging her to count. For example, helping her learn to use multilink cubes, Numicon and counters could be beneficial as she appears disinterested in counting games, therefore using a practical approach could help her become more engaged with the maths lessons. As Ella is only able to scribble on paper, not write, to develop her cognitive writing skills as her teacher I could introduce a multi-sensory approach to writing for Ella. For example, I could have her write in coloured sand or with chalks to make writing seem more interesting.  (Glazzard et al., 2015.) My role as Ella’s teacher is to engage her in tasks that are stimulating and are appropriate to her stage of development and Piaget agrees with me. Introducing Ella to the “3 before me” rule could benefit her as this strategy implements the order in which you should follow to get help with work set. For example, the first one is for the child to have a think, the second one is to see what the child’s friends are doing, the third one is to visit the help desk (where the apparatus will be kept) and then finally if the child is still unable to do it then they should approach a teacher for help. Having a help desk could also help Ella as she will know exactly where the tools to help her will be kept if she is struggling. (See Appendix 3)
Ella plays on her own a lot and doesn’t appear aware of her peers therefore she may not enjoy playing with other children therefore putting her behind the expectation for a 4-year-old’s social development. At times, Ella is reluctant to share resources during play activities with others. However, children at this age should be able to share and take turns most of the time as well as understand rules of games therefore Ella is slightly behind in her development with sharing. (Cold et al., 2019) According to Mildred Parten, at 3-4 years old a child should be in the associative play stage where children become more interested in each-other rather than the toys. However, Ella doesn’t initiate interaction with adults or her peers therefore she is behind the social expectations of a child her age. Parten, M (1932)
As Ella’s teacher, I could help her with her social development by creating a trusting environment. This can be done by using pleasant facial expressions when greeting Ella, using a relaxed and soft tone of voice when giving her instructions and bending down to her level to talk to her. This will ensure Ella feels comfortable to talk in the classroom when she does feel socially ready to initiate interactions. Another way I could help develop Ella’s social skills is by choosing classroom resources that the children can relate to. For example, as Ella finds it difficult to share, reading ‘The Rainbow Fish’ by Marcus Pfister could help her to understand why sharing is important and that by learning to share she can gain more friends in school. Encouraging confident, socially developed pupils to play with Ella could also help her development as she imitates peers currently, therefore imitating confident peers could help Ella get to the next stage of her social development. Bovey & Strain (2005) Albert Bandura also agrees with me as his theory emphasises the importance of children observing and modelling the behaviours of other children to help their social development. Bandura (1977) Having a signified place in the yard that the children can go to if they have no-one to play with could also help Ella make new friends and develop socially. (See Appendix 4)
In conclusion, children learn best through movement, using their senses and in an environment that meets each individual child’s holistic needs and Maria Montessori agrees with me. It is therefore crucial for primary school teachers to know how to achieve this environment through educating themselves on child development and I will be engaging with recent research and texts on child development to ensure I am fully educated before I start teaching. My recommendations for Ella would be to give her jobs in the morning to distract her from having to leave her mum as this could become something that Ella looks forward to doing as it allows her to have some responsibility in the classroom. This could help Ella get to the next stage of her emotional development as she won’t be as upset to separate from her mum when she comes to school. I would also recommend for Ella’s teachers to educate themselves on thrive training and emotion coaching and consider implementing one of these into the classroom to help all pupils including Ella as this has been proven to be effective. (See Appendix 5) To aid Ella’s cognitive development I would recommend the teacher have in their continuous provision a help desk as shown in my appendix to allow Ella to decide how she would like to learn in each subject area. For example, through a multi-sensory approach or through using apparatus. Giving Ella the choice of how she would like to learn will hopefully encourage her to take part in lessons and become more engaged in tasks. To aid Ella’s social development I would recommend that the teacher provide resources that pupils with social difficulties can relate to, for example books where children struggle to make friends as well as books where children learn to make friends. I would also suggest to the class teacher that they should identify who their confident pupils are and encourage them to play with Ella to help her become more comfortable playing with other children. I would also recommend that the class teacher liaises with the school’s Additional Learning Needs Coordinator (ALNCO) to help develop Ella’s cognitive and social development as she is behind the expectations for a 4-year-old in both areas. By doing this, the ALNCO may suggest for Ella to see a child psychologist who can help both the teacher and Ella’s parents to get Ella to the next stage of her development.
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