Student number: 1807809
Bilingualism, Multilingualism - EA4011/C 
Word count: 1382


This essay will contain many examples of the benefits of bilingualism and  multigulism and how learning a second language can impact a child's early learning development by impacting a child's brain development, cultural understanding, economic and thinking skills. 

Many people have agreed that if a child is bilingual and multilingual they benefit in a number of ways. Kamentz (2016) discussed on how being bilingual can possibly support and potentially impact how a child's brain development and how there is potential to improve in certain areas of brain development. Learning a second language doesn’t always necessary always mean that they will teach you everything in one day it is discussed in the article on starting off teaching children simple phrases in different languages and getting the child to practice with a parent/ guardian or a school teacher or even friends, simple phrases such as “Hello” or “Goodbye” as this will help the children's attention they are able to learn to task switch.  

Kamentz (2016) also discusses how it can help a child to gain empathy skills as children how may be raised with a second language are taught skills such as social cues which will help them in social interactions. It is also discussed how being bilingual can help a child improve their reading skills due to children being taught the language slowly and looking at small phrases and words first they gradually learn different sounds of the language which also brings in how being bilingual can help support a child's engagement, it can be very exciting learning something new. Getting children to learn something new can keep them engaged as they want to learn more therefore they are engaged in what they are learning. 

The Foundation Phase (2015) looks at the outcomes including a second language can benefit a child. Due to the foundation phase being located in wales the common second language being applied to bilingual schools and nurseries and areas of wales is the welsh language. The Foundation Phase (2015) has a area of learning dedicated to the welsh language. They look at  how in wales children should use and communicate welsh language to the best of ability. It’s discussed that children should learn use and communicate in Welsh by exposing children to welsh more increasingly it helps them develop their bilingual skills. The benefits of learning the welsh language is that having welsh as a second language can be a good thing for the future as it will help the children as they get older, as jobs often look for welsh speakers. 

The foundation phase (2015) also looks at how being bilingual can support children when they are communicating and joining with simple rhymes and stories. The Foundation Phase (2015) promotes the welsh language to young children as it helps them get a step closer to introducing them to bilingualism and this is why The Foundation Phase (2015) aim to promote children learning a second language as it offers children more opportunities. 

Bandura (1977) cited by David (2019) discusses Bandura's theory and how children and people learn from each other they can do this in various ways the main point is modelling as children look at adult and see them as their role models what adults do influences how a child may do things. Many activities have a influence of Bandura's theory as working one on one with a child and they see how you work will help them to learn how to do things by modelling it gives opportunities to gain skills such as their attention and memory when taking part in an activity. 

Colin Baker (1993) discusses in a journal regarding the benefits of bilingual education in Wales cited by Beardsmore (1993) it was discussed how it is a essential part of life to educate children in the welsh language as in wales it presents itself as Wales are promoting children and adults to learn welsh language. Over the years the welsh language is becoming less and less so encouraging children to learn through the medium of welsh is a big benefit of bilingualism as  more and more children are learning the language. 

Fox. K discusses in a interview with Ellen Bialystok on why she feels bilingualism does support and offer opportunities to develop a child’s cognitive development and how at least half of the world and their population is becoming bilingual, and that is what children need. Also how being bilingual will lower the risk of declining opportunities can have crucial effects on cognitive abilities. 

It is known that children are inpressionable at a young age and they are able to learn quickly from their role models. Children learn in a variety of ways wheather it be from their family background including bilingual or multiguliam. (Baker, C 2011). There is simultaneous childhood bilingualism where children have the ability to be able to learn 2 languages at the same time either from a home setting, for example where each parent has a a different “mother tongue” so the child has the ability to learn both languages as they grow, or an educational setting such as nursery or school settings, such as welsh-english setting in Wales where they follow The foundation phase which states a child learns the welsh language and is incoraprated into their daily rountines. Even though some children may have a english home life they are still able to learn other langauge this is known as sequential childhood bilingualism this is where one language is learn after another such as learning english or welsh at home and then learning the other later at a nursery or school setting. Baker, C (2011)

It is a misconception that bilingual children achieve under-satisfactory results, it is in fact other social and economic factors that could have an impact on them. Children from ethnic minority backgrounds such as immigrants often are in an educational setting that favours their non-native langauge and does not encourage their home langauge so would not allow them to perform to their best ability. Bilingualism could be linked to learning diffculties but is not a direct cause. It is a system that is based on one language that causes these difficutlies. Baker, C (2002)

The UNCRC states in Article 13 that every child, young peorson and adult all have the right to experss themselves. The benefit of this aritcle is children are able to express themselves in a way they feel comfortable. So children should not be discouraged from their native language and background even when in settings that promote different  primary languages. The UNCRC also looks at Article 8 where children have the right to an identity. Regardless of the language of their setting their bilingualism and identity should be recognised and praised. 
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