Conclusion and Recommendations
Introduction
The previous chapter of the dissertation analysed data found within this research project through online surveys and expressed the main findings. This final chapter will seek to conclude and provide recommendations on the dissertation subject as well as highlight any limitations and need for further research.
Main Findings
Throughout the research project there have been multiple findings, with many supporting research found in the literature review. To begin with, whilst there is a variety of literature available on the subject of County Lines and the exploitation of vulnerable people, there seems to be very little education on this available to the general public. This is supported by primary data collected, which showed that of 60 survey respondents, only 28.3% were aware of any education provided on county lines. 
Secondly, there are many different risk factors that have been found that make people more susceptible to exploitation. Coliandris (2015), identifies circumstances such as homelessness, experiences of trauma/abuse, financial problems and physical and mental health issues as some of the main risk factors. This was also supported by primary data collected. Whilst there seems to be some support found for young people suffering from vulnerabilities such as this, a lot less was found for adults suffering from the same.
Finally, following on from identified risk factors, the main way in which vulnerable individuals’ risk of exploitation can be combated was found to be tackling these vulnerabilities as early on as possible. Both primary data and secondary research concluded that the most successful way to prevent exploitation is ideally childhood intervention, in order to prevent them from developing said vulnerabilities. 
Recommendations
From this research project, there are many different recommendations which can be made in relation to combating the exploitation of vulnerable people. These recommendations are made purely from the researchers own perspective following their primary findings which have been linked in with data found throughout the research project. 
The first recommendation that can be made is an increase in education on County Lines. With County Lines becoming an ever-increasing criminal enterprise and their exploitation of vulnerable people being astoundingly high, education is vital. Local police forces and schools need to be providing children and parents with information on these criminal gangs and ways in which they exploit people, especially young people. There should be more awareness made on social media platforms, which is one of the main ways of communication these days, especially with young people. However, education should not just be aimed at people at risk of being exploited, but also towards the general public and professionals working in settings with vulnerable individuals. 
Another recommendation is increased support for vulnerable individuals, especially adults. Whilst undertaking this research project, there seems to be a lot of data on the importance of providing support to children who may be susceptible to exploitation, but little on providing the same support to vulnerable adults. Research showed that these adults can be just as vulnerable as children, however, primary data showed public perception is the opposite.  
The last recommendation to be made is a crackdown on children’s involvement in county lines gangs. This recommendation can be linked in with the others, as more education and support can aid in this. More parental supervision is needed, especially with young people using social media platforms which is an easy way for gangs to recruit. More opportunities in the community for positive activities can prevent children becoming enticed by offers from gang members. One of the key findings in relation to preventing exploitation of vulnerable children is them having positive relationships in their lives. Having clubs and support outside of school times and providing them with good role models can be essential. 
Limitations
There were some limitations to this research project. One of these limitations was the time scale and size of the project. Due to this research being done alongside working full time, there were many more options that could have been explored, especially when collecting primary data, that was unfortunately not possible. 
Another limitation was the sensitive subject of the project. Ideally, data collected from primary research would have involved individuals involved in county lines gang activities, however, this was unlikely due to the nature of the survey distribution. Having such individuals take part may have provided significant additional primary data, but again, was not really possible for this project. 
Future Research
County lines gangs and their exploitation of vulnerable people is becoming more and more frequent and it is a subject on which the researcher feels there is not enough data on. There were a lot of limitations found in secondary data due to small sample sizes or participants not of an inclusive representative etc. Whilst there was much data on the different risk factors that make vulnerable individuals susceptible to exploitation, there was not much on methods to combating these vulnerabilities, specifically for vulnerable adults. The researcher feels that a lot of the data surrounding this subject is focused mostly on how to prevent children from exploitation, which on one hand is a very positive thing. It does, however, overlook vulnerable adults and what can be done to reduce their risks of being exploited.
Conclusion
In conclusion, this dissertation has brought attention to county lines gangs and their exploitation of vulnerable people, focusing on what can be done to combat this. The researcher has presented key findings on what makes vulnerable people more susceptible to exploitation, highlighting current research on prevention methods whilst also identifying gaps in the literature. These gaps and recommendations have been outlined in this chapter, along with the need for future research. Future research could provide much needed expansion on current knowledge and also help to reduce the overall risk of exploitation from criminal gangs which would be hugely beneficial. 
