	
	
	





                                                                              
                                                                 


















                                     




                                   Ava Tench (2203992)










A judge is an authorized public officer who makes judgements in a court room. Baker and Oakes (1877) define a judge as someone that unless the context otherwise requires a judge must supply instructions to juries prior to their deliberations. All Judges must decide on all of the facts of the cases and make a ruling. A public servant is a person who works for the state or for a local government, such as a judge. They are responsible to the elected government, not a political party. Public servants develop and deliver public programs or services. Judges are entrusted to ensure that the law is transparent and intelligible. Transparent recognises the right to access public information and the concept of showing as much information as possible to users about how their personal information is handled. Intelligible meaning capable of being understood. During this assignment there will be a through discussion throughout on judges who are servants of the public and are entrusted to ensure that the law is transparent and intelligible and what power do judges have along with their roles.  

The role of judges is to be able to decide the disputes brought before the courts. ‘’Judges exercise a judicial function which involves deciding the facts of the based upon the evidence presenting in court’’ Wilson (2020). Under the rule of the law ‘’Judges are expected to deliver judgements in a completely impartial manner, applying the law strictly, without allowing any personal preferences to affect their decision-making'’ The Elliot (2015). Judges play a central and active role during the trial, under the British constitution. Judges control the way the case is conducted with relevant law and practice. As a case progresses judges makes notes of the evidence and decide thoroughly on legal issues, for example whether evidence is admissible. Judges preside over hearing and listen to the arguments of opposing parties. In a recently published resource. Judges must hear appeals on arguable points of law of the greatest public importance, for the whole of the United Kingdom in civil cases and for England and Wales in criminal cases. Judges are blessed with the authority to hear, decide, and preside over legal matters brought in a court of law. Judges have many responsibilities and duties within their role. For example, some being hearing allegations of the prosecuting and defending parties, listening to witness testimony and inform defendants of their rights. Kane (1933) states that it has been held that a judge may use their personal knowledge within the common knowledge of people.

The law should certainly be clear and intelligible, as it helps control the world. The law should be clear as it is for people to understand and follow, most importantly to keep safe. The law also ensures that the victims of crime receive justice and receive the relevant penalty for their wrongdoing. Mance (2011) says that the law must be certain at the time when the subject must act by reference to it.  Different laws that are clear and easy to understand are an essential part of an accessible justice system. Obviously written laws can be better understood, followed and administered. The main purpose in the law and having rules is keeping order, setting up standards, protecting liberties and resolving deputes. However, without law, or the law not being clear, society would be chaotic, and people would be allowed to do whatever they wanted. There would be no control whatsoever. This could lead to violence, theft or other crimes. Laws help protect our rights as citizens. They also give us right to a fair trial, right to vote and the freedom to express ourselves. Without the law there would be chaos. Therefore, with the law being clear and intelligible it helps judges to also be clear and intelligible. Willson (2020) states that ‘n relation to legislation, ‘’judges interpret and apply the law while Parliament makes the law’’. Judges must follow the law, and not do what they want. They must be entrusted to ensure that the law is transparent and intelligible. The government website (2013) shows us what were Lord Bingham a member of the judiciary thoughts on the law. They found that the core principle of the rule of law is that ‘’all personas and authorities within the state, whether public or private, should be sound by and entitle to the benefit of laws publicly and respectively promulged and publicly administered in the court.

Judges, magistrates and those employed by the parliament are servants of the public instead civil servants. However, it can be debated that judges are civil servants. A civil servant includes members of the government, members of various governments departments and members of embassies and consulates. All prospective Judges must take two judicial oaths when they are sworn in and are appointed by the king based on knowledge in a fair and open competition and are part of the public justice. This shows that the judge has acknowledged that he or she is primarily accountable to the law which he or she must administer Connel and Cygan (2005). According to Connel and Cygan (2005) Judges and magistrates are appointed by and derive their authority from the crown. Judges will need to conduct court or tribunal proceedings appropriately in order to work alongside others. Public Servants are appointed or elected to a public office and work for governments and for citizens. Public servants include firefighters and police officers but also volunteer and privates that supply services to the community. Therefore, judges are servants of the public as they are appointed or chosen and are entrusted to ensure that the law is transparent and intelligible. Not civil servants where they are employed and promoted based on a merit and seniority system, which may include examinations which is different to public servants.

The position of trust is a legal term that refers to several certain roles and settings. Hueston (2019) shows the importance of compassion and how compassion can be a healing instrument enabling judges to resolve conflicts before the court effectively while experiencing positive emotions. All Judges are always under pressure as they are set to make the final decision within the court. The judge is presented with all the evidence that has been presented and then explains the law related to the case to the jury, the juries then are able to decide the facts in the case. If there is no jury, the judge will decide on the case. Most decisions are made within around three to four months. One issue that rises is judicial bias. Being bias means that you feel or show more attention, affection or inclination for or against someone or something. Sandhu and Kimyani (2017) states that the law differentiates the actual bias from clear bias. The former can be subjective and must deal with the judge's state of mind. If a judge is biased in a decision, then justice has not been done. Juridical biases can lead to people expecting the worst in others, this can lead to Individuals losing their trust and won't be able to trust anyone. Courts have been able to explain that bias is a favourable or unfavourable opinion. Findlay (1997) emphasises that it is a ‘’fundamental principle that a judge should not try a case if he or she is biased against one of the parties, it applies that not only to the decision itself but also to the process by which decision is made’’. Judges must also avoid situations which may expose them to a variety of different things such as charges of hypocrisy by reason of things done in their private lives. In a recently published journal Burrows (2020) shares his views and experiences on some of many outstanding achievements and cases of Judge Brenda Hale and the supreme court 2019. He says that the tasks making decisions can be difficult within the court, however it must perform without the prejudice rule. Statements that were made in attempt to settle an argument in court cannot be used in court as evidence. Therefore, judge's tasks should be performed to their best ability and always remain professional.

In conclusion Judges in England and Wales are servants of the public or should be classed as the statement states as they are appointed and chosen. And are also entrusted to ensure that the law is transparent and intelligible. Transparent recognises the right to access public information and the concept of showing as much information as possible to users about how their personal information us handled. Being clear, open and honest about something or someone from the start is a good example of . For example, the law. The law should be thoroughly clear because without it the world would fall apart and there will be a lot more crime in the world and ensures that victims of crime receive justice and receive the relevant penalty for their wrongdoing. All prospective Judges must take two judicial oaths when they are sworn in and are appointed by the king based on knowledge in a fair and open competition and are part of the public justice to become a judge.
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