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	 Please provide a 300 word summary of relevant literature (expand boxes as necessary).

This independent project will be based on the effects of standardised tests and exams on children within schools. It will look at the National tests in primary schools, GCSE in secondary schools and A Levels. There will be a critique on the positive and negative impacts of tests and exams. The negative impacts would include what the children suffer from such as anxiety, depression, low self-esteem, physical and mental health, psychological impact and how it affects their social and home life. The positive impact would include things such as confidence, motivation to get a positive result in the end. It will also briefly consider the affect it has on schools such as schools getting more funding if the results are at a high standard or facing penalty if the children do not get good results (Mons, 2009). When discussing the impacts there will be analysis on relevant statistics of previous research carried out. There will be a use of theories to compare and contrast what theorists have stated. This will also consider whether any theorists have agreed or disagreed with testing children through exams. For example, Mitra would disagree as he believes that children see exams as threats (May, 2013). There are other theorists that will be referred to throughout. It will analyse whether anyone has discussed, promoted or recommended any alternative testing systems. This project will look at any case studies, relevant news and journals on the impact that testing has. It will also consider whether schools look at the impact it has on the children. If the schools are aware, do they provide support and if the schools are not aware, why are they not catering or looking at the well being of children. It is important to look at children’s, teachers and parent’s opinions on what they think of tests and exams. A section of the conclusion will include whether tests and exams have more of a negative or positive effect based on relevant resources.
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