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Introduction
This paper is focused on what reasons contemporary financial astrologers believe clients seek guidance and what techniques do they employ? The academic rationale behind doing this research is for three key reasons. These key objectives are aligned with the survey research, which is based on a mixed method approach of survey questionnaires and interviews. 
1.) Ascertain the beliefs and practices of financial astrologers. It will be important to start by identifying a broad definition. A search will be conducted across academic, primary and secondary sources. Moreover, questions will be explored on what can be learnt from the evolution of this discipline, in terms of analysis and techniques.
 
2.) Undertake research to understand client may approach financial astrologers for guidance. A closer examination of what type of clients are interested in financial astrology and why. For example, is it due to financial guidance, business, or analysis of world affairs? Moreover, what are the unique differentiators to clients in comparison to other mainstream forecasters, such as economists, investment advisors and financial analysts. Where possible, it will be useful to gauge if there a higher degree of confidence or/and complementary overlay to their existing framework. To help offer further context, the essay is also keen to explore when client demand typically changes.
3.) What techniques do they employ? This section will offer more clarification on the techniques of financial astrologers. It shall also investigate if this approach is suffice by itself, or if a multi-disciplinary approach is preferred. Finally, there will be a focus on how do financial astrologers measure success. For example, primarily monetary fortune, risk management or/and insights?


Literature Review	
To align with the research aims of this paper, it is important to understand the following categories within the literature review. This starts with astrological foundational theory, principles and application, including the concept of time, historical patterns and cycle analysis, based on primary source material, such as Plato.  
Thereafter, a layered approach can be used, building up additional analysis on different types of astrology relevant to this essay, notably mundane and financial astrology. Moreover, references will need to be used of literature from contemporary financial astrologers, to align with latest developments.
Finally, there will be a focus on collective psychology and how this develops cyclical patterns analysed within financial astrology and market analysis, including technical and economic analysis. This structure will be important for developing a comprehensive understanding of the approach of financial astrology and related questions within this essay and survey, on why clients seek guidance and what techniques are employed. 
1) Ascertain the beliefs and practices of financial astrologers. 
1a) What is time
Society understands time in many ways. For example, in the natural world, time is an energetic cyclical pulse of expansion and contraction, both in life, collective social-mood, and financial markets. Plato laid the foundation for a rational of astrology in the notion of planets as time-keepers: ‘Wherefore, as a consequence of this reasoning and design on the part of God, with a view to the generation of Time, the Sun and Moon and five other stars, which bear the appellation of planets’ [i.e. ‘wanderers’], came into existence for the determining and preserving of the numbers of Time’[footnoteRef:1]. Meanwhile, as part of the broader, or more contemporary context of the pattern of time cycles, British astrologer, Charles Harvey, offers his description of ‘the means by which the enfolded, infinite and eternal potentiality of all ideas is unfolded in the dimension of time’[footnoteRef:2]. Thus, astrologers understand time as ‘potentiality of all ideas’ to be explored.  [1:  Timaeus 38C Plato. Plato in Twelve Volumes, Vol. 9 (translated by W.R.M. Lamb. Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press; London, William Heinemann Ltd., 1925).]  [2:  Baigent, Michael; Campion, Nicholas; Harvey, Charles., Mundane Astrology: An Introduction to the Astrology of Nations and Groups (Thorsons Astrology Handbook), (Thorsons Publishing Group, 1995), p. 250] 

1b) How is Financial Astrology Defined?
On face-value, financial astrology speaks to the key hermetic principles of the study of “As above, so below”[footnoteRef:3] – in terms of the greater understanding of harmony between the cosmos, macro systems such as the climate, economy, financial markets and ultimately the behavioural implications of crowd or collective psychology.   [3:  Valborg, Helen; Judge, William; Blavatsky, Helena; Iyer, Raghavan. Theosophical Astrology. (Theosophy Trust Books, Norfolk, Va. 2018), p. 40. Also available at website: https://www.theosophytrust.org/Online_Books/Theosophical_Astrology_V-2.1_Online.pdf] 

However, despite this unifying heritage, it is still important to ask the question on how to define financial astrology and its application, both generally and to survey respondents, which can often lead to a variety of responses. This is partly due to its dynamic nature, coupled with the broad different schools of thought on the topic and lack of extensive research, both academically and with any primary or secondary sources. 
Hyerczyk, James explained it succinctly, “The fundamental principle behind financial astrology is that the planets’ orbits, rulerships, groups of planets and the Sun and the Moon have an effect on the minds and actions of people and events, and in particular, these planetary effects affect the cycles and prices of stocks and commodities.”[footnoteRef:4] A simplified way of interpreting this is focusing on the understanding of macro, mood and markets by financial astrologers. This implies that macro systems of natural cycles impact collective social mood behaviour, which in turn correlates to cyclical forces of financial markets. Dr. Campion highlights a more detailed physical causal model explanation in Figure 1. [4:  Hyerczyk, James., Pattern, Price and Time (New York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc, 1998), p.19] 






Figure 1: Causal model of planetary impact, macro systems & collective behaviour
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Financial astrologers regard their approach playing an important role in predicting key events through ancient times. Several civilisations have looked to the skies; using it to forecast weather patterns, agricultural resources and political events[footnoteRef:5]. According to Professor Andrew Lo at the MIT University, in his book themed the evolution of technical analysis, ‘the ancient Babylonians would methodically record, often intraday, the prices of various commodities, but they would also assign those same commodities to the astrological regions of Pisces and Taurus, depending on whether they were bullish or bearish’[footnoteRef:6].  [5:  Campion, Nick, Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age Movement: The Extent and Nature of Contemporary belief in astrology  2004, p.181]  [6:  Lo, Andrew, The Evolution of Technical Analysis (Bloomberg press, 2010), p.3 ] 

One of the early pioneers of financial astrology was William Lilly, an English astrologer. In 1632, Lilly published a book called “Christian Astrology,” which included chapters on financial astrology[footnoteRef:7]. In this book, Lilly used astrological charts to predict the prices of commodities, such as wheat. According to Dr. Dorian Greenbaum, Lilly even developed his own version of ethical guidance during predictive analysis, ‘To the Student in Astrology’: ‘for the more holy thou art, and more near to God, 
the purer judgment thou shalt give.’[footnoteRef:8]  [7:  Lilly, William, Houlding Deborah, Christian Astrology, volumes I & II, (1647 and 2022 (retyped))]  [8:  William Lilly, Christian Astrology, 1647, repr. facsimile Exeter, 1985] 

More recently, in the 20th century, financial astrology gained popularity among investors and traders. One of the most famous financial astrologers was William Delbert Gann, also known as WD Gann, an American trader who lived from 1878 to 1955. Gann combined astrology, numerology, and geometry to predict stock market movements. He authored several books on his trading methods, including ‘The Tunnel Thru the Air’ and ‘The Law of Vibration’[footnoteRef:9]. Gann played an important role by integrating financial astrology with economic cycles and trading, which help contribute to the path of future financial astrologers.  [9:  Gann, W.D., Tunnel Thru the Air or Looking Back from 1940, (Health Research Books, 1987 and 2008 re-print)] 

Also popular to financial astrologers is the insight of J.P Morgan, American financier, and investment banker, who once famously said that “millionaires don’t need astrologers, but billionaires do”[footnoteRef:10]. He employed the noted astrologer Evangeline Adams to advise him on how the prevailing planetary cycles were likely to manifest in business and finance[footnoteRef:11]. It is likely that other prominent clients would have helped to boost demand for financial astrology. Morgan thought that there was more to the market than timing, and he used astrologers to help guide him in that timing in his businesses and investments. The number of influencers that followed or increased awareness of financial astrology has grown and continues to be employed across the globe. [10:  https://karenchristino.com/evangeline-adams/j-p-morgan-and-astrology/ : based on Omarr, Sydney (1989) and Adams, Evangeline, autobiography ‘The Bowl of Heaven’, (1926), p. 107-108.]  [11:  Adams, Evangeline, autobiography ‘The Bowl of Heaven’, (1926), p. 107-108.] 

2.) Undertake research to understand client may approach financial astrologers for guidance.
There are several reasons why clients may approach financial astrologers. Most notably, is during times of vulnerability. This is akin to a patient with health challenges seeking help from a medical physician or private investor with financial challenges seeking help from a financial investment advisor. Moreover, in the latter example, financial challenges can be amplified during vulnerable events such as market shocks, geopolitical tensions, or health pandemics. 
Conversely, it should also be highlighted that clients will also seek guidance to learn how to build further monetary fortune and best navigate related events. This can also include, already established professionals, such as JP Morgan and popularised in his statement “millionaires don’t use financial astrologers, billionaires do”.
This highlights an important point on financial astrologers offering key differentiators, especially compared to mainstream forecasters. Notable examples include the 2022 inflation shock, 2020 pandemic and 2008 global financial crisis. In all examples, mainstream experts were caught off-guard, on what proved a non-consensus expectation. Meanwhile, veteran financial astrologers were able to make successfully predictions. 
Further details of the 2022 example led to an investment strategist described as experiencing a ‘disastrous 2-year stretch of [market] calls’[footnoteRef:12], which led to his departure of the bank. In contrast, US Astrologer, Ray Merriman, cited ‘Jupiter was conjunct Neptune in Pisces and we would be looking for narratives of rising prices (inflation)’. [footnoteRef:13] Additionally, French Mundane Astrologer, Andre Barbault predicted the 2020 pandemic based on a range of factors, including ‘a period which is at the lowest point in the cyclic index for the whole if the 21st century’ [footnoteRef:14] Finally, British Financial Astrologer, Christeen skinner forecasted the global financial crisis in her original work published in 2004.  [12: https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-07-03/jpmorgan-s-kolanovic-to-leave-bank-after-two-challenging-years]  [13:  https://www.mmacycles.com/free-weekly-forecast/March 7]  [14:  The Astrological Association Journal, May/June 2020, p5-8] 

3.) What techniques do they employ?
A brief overview of financial astrology practices will be shared for reference. Thereafter, we endeavor to build the context of the study Crowd Psychology, as part of financial market analysis. This also includes how it relates to cyclical forces. 
On a macro, big picture level, the broader understanding of mundane astrology (Global and social astrology) is also included, to factor different socio-economic and political trends across the world, global events, nations and leaders and any social phenomena. 
Financial astrology
Financial astrology works by using astrological principles to analyse financial market trends, cycles and patterns. It can be implemented using various techniques, such as:




a) Birth chart analysis 
This can be used either a person, country or financial instrument. The financial astrologer calculates a chart for the date, time and place. For example, the chart for Bitcoin is anchored on 3rd January 2009, it’s official launch date (Figure 1). Thereafter, astrological archetypal information is mapped out with it’s characteristics.  Figure 2: Bitcoin astrological birth chart
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b) Planetary positions and geometry.

The astrological signatures can be used in reference to planets which are used on a price chart for forecasting (Figure 2). It can also be used for electing times and can also sometimes be used in conjunction with birth charts. 


Figure 3: Bitcoin astrological signatures used for forecasting





c) Notable astronomical events
This references the causal factors highlighted in Dr. Campion’s diagram highlighted above, in terms of planetary electromagnetic forces impacting macro systems such as climate, economy, financial markets and collective social mood. Practically, it can include solar activity cycles  or eclipses. 
According to the work of Russian scientist Alexander Chizhevsky[footnoteRef:15], 
as part of his study of helio-biology, the sun’s geomagnetic field impacts life and human stressors. This creates a ‘mass excitability’ particularly if crowd sentiment is already vulnerable and hitting extremes. Financial shocks typically coincide with major bottoms, in-line with work by British economist William Jevons[footnoteRef:16] (Figure 3). The solar eclipse of April 2024 is shown below on the chart of Nvidia (Figure 4). [15:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Chizhevsky]  [16:  LCdr. Williams, David., Financial Astrology, 2004, p23
] 
Figure 4: Solar activity (sunspot) cycles, social mood & economic boom-busts
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[image: Image preview]Figure 5: Solar Eclipse overlayed NVIDIA, marking important turning point





Composite cycle index
This offers multi-layered cycles, often used as a confirmation tool for analysis. An example of this analysis is the cyclic index of French Astrologer, Andre Barbault[footnoteRef:17], based on the composition of outer planetary pairs (Figure 5). [17:  Barbault, Andre., Planetary Cycles, Mundane Astrology, 2016 
] 

[image: CYCLE INDEX (2000-2100) (1).png]Figure 6: Barbault Cyclic Index








There are different layers, approaches and styles. Each financial astrologer will also use their own often proprietary method, prioritising a techniques base on their experienced and analysis. This is best explained by Dr. Campion’s observation, ‘there are as many astrologies as there are astrologers.’ 
Mundane Astrology 
Mundane Astrologer Micheal Baigent makes the case that ‘Astrologers must meet the challenge posed by the modern studies of history, sociology, politics and economics and provide these disciplines with the one quality with their current practitioners lack – a sense of unity, of purpose and of destiny’.[footnoteRef:18] Baigent’s perspective offers reasoning as to why mundane astrology is required. While Financial Astrologer Ray Merriman, demonstrates a practical example, cited above, of how it can be used to predict important events such as the inflation shock of 2022.  [18:  Baigent, Michael; Campion, Nicholas; Harvey, Charles., Mundane Astrology: An Introduction to the Astrology of Nations and Groups (Thorsons Astrology Handbook), (Thorsons Publishing Group, 1995), p. 250] 

Financial market analysis: Crowd Psychology & Cycles Forces
Financial markets are driven by behavioural changes in the greater collective of society. Throughout financial market history, the pendulum swings that alternates between manias and panics, serves as an indicator of patterns in mood and related cultural trends. This was true during the Tulip Mania of 1637 and South Sea bubble of 1720, when Sir Isaac Newton famously acknowledged that he can calculate the motion of heavenly bodies but not the madness of people’, after investing in the latest craze of his generation[footnoteRef:19]. [19:   Newton Isaac, Principia Mathematica, (1687)] 

Gustav Le Bon, a French polymath and author of ‘The Crowd’[footnoteRef:20], made a fundamental observation that the ‘actions of crowds are not rational; they are a mass of uncoordinated and largely unconscious behaviours from which what we today call emergent properties arise.’ These unconscious behaviours create emergent properties that can arise in the need for society to seek help, as highlighted in the previous section two.  [20:  Le Bon, Gustav., The Crowd: A Study of the Popular Mind, (latest edition 2018).] 

Moreover, social psychology can also be determined by the trends of markets and cycle analysis. An example of correlation between market peak-troughs, sentiment measures of euphoria, pessimism and cultural trends.
Methodology
This paper remains focused on what reasons contemporary financial astrologers believe clients approach them and what techniques they employ. To achieve this, a mixed method approach will be used, including a blend of qualitative and quantitative analysis. This will integrate key parts of the literature review, thereby helping to develop a relevant and tailored questionnaire. 

The intention was to capture an overview of a wide population of attitudes from contemporary financial astrologers, targeting approximately 20, with an online survey questionnaire, using google forms. Data was analysed, as part of the quantitative analysis. It also offered a convenient medium, allowing for scalability and anonymity. Thereafter, broader qualitative methods were overlayed with representatives of various segments. At this later stage, a focus on ‘insider’ perspectives was incorporated, which involved in-depth, semi-structured online zoom interviews and direct observation, in a case study approach.    

This was designed as proposed by Marianne Paget who perceived this form of interviewing as a ‘Scientific means of developing systematic knowledge about subjective experience’[footnoteRef:21].  The combination of the results of the survey questionnaires and interviews to obtain an overview of the data as suggested by Alan Silverman.[footnoteRef:22] An open-end questioning method is used as recommended by Judith Bell to capture information in a non-directed fashion ‘to give respondents the opportunity to give their own views on the topic being researched or to raise a grievance[footnoteRef:23][endnoteRef:1].  [21:  Paget, Marianne., cited in Bryman, Alan, Quantity and Quality in Social Research (London: Routledge, 2001, 1st edition, 1988), p.116.]  [22:  Silverman, Alan., Interpreting Qualitative data: Methods for analysing Talk, Text and Interpretation (London: Sage Publications, 2nd Edition, 2001), p.35.]  [23:  Bell, Judith., Doing your own Research project (Open University Press, 2005: 4th Edition), p.137.]  [1: ] 


Surveyed contemporary financial astrologers
All participants are industry peers whereby the researchers already have an existing professional relationship, as part of the financial astrology community. I have read their works and attended lectures. This gives a unique experience of each participants application of financial astrology, coupled with an active rapport and understanding that helps in conducting a more tailored research based on their professional experience as financial astrologers. However, there are also challenges in being having an insider relationship with participants such as potential biases and ethical considerations discussed further within the reflexivity considerations section.
Professional financial astrologers were surveyed based on the criteria of being contemporary, servicing an active client-base and exhibiting long-standing influence within the field. This includes years of experience ranging from 20-40 years, authors, teachers, and contributors of the field of financial astrology.  The demographics covered UK, USA and Europe. Many other participants and regions were also included, but, unfortunately, they did not respond within the allocated time.  Potential reasons for the limited sample group, and lack of response from a wider prospect list of financial astrologers is discussed further in my research, as part of the inherent limitation related to this area of expertise. This includes the availability of the participants to participate owing to personal schedule conflicts and concern around disclosure of information.
Moreover, a qualitative research approach helped to focus a more in-depth analysis, while also capturing more nuanced details, as part of the human experience. Ultimately four financial astrologers were selected, in-line with our research paper guidance of minimum sample size for qualitative research of this nature. All were happy for me to use their names, but for the sake of ethics, each respondent has been given a pseudonym. The participants included Rick, Bob, Catherine and Anthony. Of the four interviewed, three are male, one is female, thus forming a 75%, 25% divide. The semi-structured interviews were, on average, an hour in length. 
Reflexivity Considerations
It is recognised that serving as a practitioner and advocate of financial astrology I may be influenced by inherent biases that may help shape the research, choice of questions or findings and discussion.  However, it is also reasonable to state that we all have biases, and what is most important is to be aware of this, remain objective and follow ethical procedures. As researcher Mark Warren cites, “A completely etic approach risks blinding oneself to potentially new and groundbreaking concepts. At the same time, since all researchers come with previous ideas, perspectives, and commitments…it may be possible to be purely emic”[footnoteRef:24]. Conversely, the benefits of an insider approach are also explored, in terms greater understanding of the material and industry relationship with research participants.  [24:  Website: http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=qualitative&tabgroupid=icb.tabgroup117226 (accessed on 29 September 2015).] 


Benefits of an insider approach
Primary benefits include greater understanding of the material and industry relationship with research benefits.  In terms of material, an insider can extract terms and techniques that non-financial astrologers may not understand and can translate to a wider readership. Additionally, the industry relationship with research participants offers several virtues such as exclusive access, trust and deeper analysis insights which can offer further useful impact within the research process.  
Moreover, a combination of both the insider approach and industry relationships with survey participants can also help develop what is termed as post fieldwork, whereby research gaps can be bridged and extended.  As highlighted in the paper ‘A Niche Degree: a case study of an MA (in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology)’[footnoteRef:25], it’s also useful to note the relevance here of Anthony Cohen’s notion of “post-fieldwork”[footnoteRef:26] derived from his long-term involvement with his own research team. During these opportunities, Cohen advises researchers to recognise that field work occurs both in the field and beyond it[footnoteRef:27].  Similarly, as Elizabeth Puttick states ‘the insider perspective is as least as valuable as that of the outsider’[footnoteRef:28].  This position can help further or enhance existing research. [25:  Brady, Bernadette., Bird, Alie., A Niche Degree: a Case Study of an MA (in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology), (Diskus 14 (2013), p.55-69.]  [26:  Anthony, Cohen., 'Post-fieldwork fieldwork'. Journal of Anthropological Research, 48 (1992), p.339.]  [27:  Anthony, Cohen., 'Post-fieldwork fieldwork'. Journal of Anthropological Research, 48 (1992), p.351.]  [28:  Campion, Nick., ‘The Insider-Outsider Debate’ – The University of Wales Trinity Saint David MA Class Notes, (2024)] 

Findings and Discussion 
This section will explore findings from qualitative research conducted. As previously stated, a questionnaire was emailed, then followed by interviews, as part of a mixed approach, to gain insights on why financial astrologers might believe clients seek their guidance and advice. The following sections have been divided into three key themes mirrored from the research survey.    
1.) Ascertain the beliefs and practices of financial astrologers. 
Financial astrology as defined earlier, is the study of the influence between the movements and interactions of the planets and market behaviour. More broadly, it also covers business events, the macroeconomic landscape and global affairs, such as political or society. 
As aforementioned, while there are unifying principles of financial astrology, there is a wide range of different approaches employed, as well as interpretation methods (given the subjectivity of the discipline). This is partly due to the dynamic nature, coupled with the broad different schools of thought. Recall the observation by Dr. Campion that there are as many astrologies as there are astrologers.  This includes examples such as financial and mundane astrologies.   
Belief variation between personal and financial astrology. This is based on three key areas; interpretation, evolution and the need for preciseness.  In our discussion, Catherine touched on the nuances of personal (natal) astrology vs. financial astrology, in terms of interpretation and subjectivity. Moreover, a believed interpretation or technique that what worked in past will likely have evolved further with financial astrology due to changes in external forces. She recalled that past observations of notable astrologers, like William Lilly, of particular aspects that may change their impacts to financial markets over time. Additionally, the need for preciseness in financial astrology was also emphasized, while natal astrology might have more room for latitude. What this suggests is that a financial astrologer will likely require additional training and experience to successfully apply their discipline with clients. 
2.) Undertake research to have some understanding why clients may approach financial astrologers. 
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Figure 8: 




A consensus view amongst surveyed respondents suggests that financial astrology is primarily measured on its success of ensuring monetary fortune. This means the need for a more transactional, bottom-line improvement of their financial profits. However, while most agree, others share additional useful benefits share through client feedback. Respondents cited the need for precision and practical guidance, using words such as ‘accuracy’, ‘high probability’ ‘actionable’ ‘in order to make a trade or investment’. Moreover, there was either a higher degree of client confidence using financial astrology compared to mainstream investment approaches, or/and a benefit to using as a complementary overlay to their existing framework.
3. What techniques do they employ?
The use of multi-technique approach was commonly discussed amongst all participants. To quote, Bob mentioned an example of ‘the inclusion of cycles and charts of corporate incorporations, as well as the first listings on the exchanges’. Similarly, Anthony uses ‘a cross-section of methods from transits, secondary progressions, solar arcs, eclipses and proprietary techniques’. 
Rick delved deeper into this sharing that ‘planetary aspects and stations are keys to reversal of market trends or replacements. Identifying time bands of that highlight several aspects or stations close in time to one another increases the probability of a market reversal (end of trend or correction to trend)’.  An interesting learning was Catherine’s use of Cosmology, such as sunspot cycles. 
She also highlighted the use of this method during a speech for the Carter Memorial Lecture in 2016: “It is more than a little worrying that the next cycle might contain no sunspots whatsoever. This has implications for terrestrial weather and thence for crop cycles”[footnoteRef:29]. This is different to all other survey respondents and demonstrates once again the range of different frameworks that can be used by each financial astrologer. Conversely, what remains common to all is the additional use of mundane astrology, which is discussed further in the section below. [29:  Website: https://www.financialuniverse.co.uk/carter-memorial-lecture/] 

A review of specific case examples, we find that Bob was employed during his portfolio manager role at a Middle East sovereign wealth fund and kept his real name suppressed so to not be identified in that part of the world. Whereby, Anthony had a double career as a commercial pilot, which included serving an elite community, and therefore needed to reduce exposure within his line of work. 
Moreover, both Bob and Anthony served key financial institutions and private clients that would have been part of the non-astrological community. Therefore, many would have been unfamiliar with financial astrological work and others may have had some cultural boundaries to its application. The application of financial astrology is case-specific, whereby it seems to be positioned based on the types of clients and their needs. 
How important is the broader framework of Mundane Astrology to Financial Astrologers?
On this macro, big picture level, the broader understanding of mundane astrology is often required to factor different socio-economic and political trends across the world. The question asked was ‘how important is mundane astrology to your analysis?” All respondents confirmed the use of this discipline as a broader framework. Catherine describes it as ‘providing colour and can be very useful in highlighting which areas might be impacted next. Therefore, it is a useful lookahead tool. It points us in the direction of which markets to look at’. Bob and Rick both view the practise as a longer-term discipline, Bob however focuses his usage, ‘only to confirm long-term market projections’. Anthony goes further by suggesting that Mundane can act as a roadmap for market analysis: it ‘creates a backdrop and shows us where to look’.
Rick provided a case example of how mundane astrology can signal potential inflationary pressures by stating that “if a longer-term planetary aspect is approaching try to identify economic, political, or socio-cultural narratives that arise related to these planets, the aspect, and the signs involved. Which markets are likely to be impacted (go up or down) by that narrative as the aspect approaches and ends?”. The example shared was that of early 2022, Jupiter was conjunct Neptune in Pisces. ‘We would be looking for narratives of rising prices (inflation), which indeed started appearing in early 2022.’ 
What additional methods are required for financial astrologers to improve results?
Financial astrology is rarely used in isolation. The previous section demonstrated that even within the world of astrology, financial astrologers will use other astrologies such as mundane astrology, to achieve a broader framework of analysis and interpretation. Additionally, there are financial astrologers that apply external factors to improve their work. 

Respondents were asked “what additional overlays are used alongside your financial astrology?” All agree on the need for additional overlays to financial astrology, such as macroeconomics, technical analysis, and quantitative studies for testing results. The purpose of a multi-disciplinary approach is to improve analysis and results. Catherine supports this, stating ‘financial astrology does not work by itself. It needs to be combined with other factors’.  However, she does not apply these additional techniques herself and made the point that her clients are typically specialists across these fields. In her words, “financial astrology provides another tool for the toolbox’. 

Meanwhile, all other respondents confirmed integration of other technique alongside financial astrology. Rick explained that ‘technical studies are very important to identify overbought and oversold conditions at lows and highs, which are most useful if cycles and geocosmics overlap to identify a time band for a reversal’. Conversely, Weingarten[footnoteRef:30] states that ‘financial astrology is as important as fundamental and technical analysis in predicting market behaviour’. Another useful overlay is statistical and quantitative studies, which is used by Bob, Anthony and Rick. In a discussion, Rick said that “they are nearly impossible to do when studying individual character and life changes”. [30:  Weingarten, Henry., Investing by the Stars: Using Astrology in the Financial Markets, 2nd edition., (Traders Press New York, 2000), p.127] 


Moreover, financial astrologers use high powered software to quantify and test their financial astrology on market analysis. Further, Bob has used software to create probability scores. So, not only are there alternative overlays, but also differentiated methods such as programs. However, use of some of these overlays may require additional professional certifications, to apply analysis diligently. Rick as an example, has obtained a Commodity Trading Advisory (CTA) license, which may be required when engaging with financial institutional clients, making trade recommendations. This is also echoed across well-known qualifications such as the CFA, which is typically focused on fundamental analysis, and the CFTe for Technical Analysis. 
An observation to note from the survey respondents is that some of them use additional overlays to reframe and hide the use of financial astrology, to institutional clients. Further, Bob uses a composite cycle, alluding to macroeconomic influences and seasonality. He also incorporates an alias name. Anthony speaks of mathematical cycles which include planetary cycle overlays. He has also programmed histogram bars to highlight key timing triggers. In conclusion, the blended approach of multiple disciplines suggests that financial astrologers must be creative and adaptive to this fast changing and evolving discipline.


Future Research Suggestions 

Further research suggestions would primarily focus on developing a wider sample size, with more advanced planning. This would help in achieving a better diversity of survey participants, in terms of gender, background, approach, geographic location etc. The methods to consider would still include the online survey, but more detailed questions, allowing for greater information sharing where possible. Additional research would be useful on the creative and adaptive qualities of financial astrologers, required to better navigate their fast changing and evolving discipline. 

For example, research by Darrelyn Gunzburg, where she references the work of Peter Webster[footnoteRef:31]. ‘Relative thinking ‘is a dynamic mental process that alternates between divergent (imaginative) and convergent (factual) thinking, moving in stages over time’.[footnoteRef:32] Greater research would be useful on the importance for financial astrologers to develop a blend of divergent and convergent thinking to help adapt their work and improve predictive accuracy. For example, divergent (imaginative) thinking for the quality of time, in terms of astrological symbology and meaning vs. convergent (factual) analysis of the quantity of time, based on cyclical patterns, geometric relationships and statistical analysis.       [31:  Gunzburg, Darrelyn, How do Astrologers Read Charts?  ]  [32:  Peter R. Webster, ‘Creativity as Creative Thinking’, Music Educators Journal 76, no. 9 (1990), p. 22.] 


Another theme that would be useful is to conduct deeper analysis on when financial astrology was extracted from astrology in history – exactly when, by whom – and why? A better understanding of the cause of why financial astrology was extracted, could potentially offer opportunities to reintegrate back into the main astrological body of knowledge, in-line with both historical traditions and future evolution of the discipline. One plausible historical event could have been during the start of the industrial revolution, marked by the Pluto-Capricorn transit, according to research from British Mundane Astrologer, Wendy Stacey[footnoteRef:33].  [33:  Stacey, W. (2012). Uranus Square Pluto: New Perspectives on the Current Planetary Line-Up in Mundane Astrology’, London, Mayo Press] 




Conclusion
To conclude, this paper focused on what reasons contemporary financial astrologers believe clients approach them and what techniques they employ. A consensus view amongst surveyed respondents suggests that financial astrology is primarily measured on its success of ensuring monetary fortune. However, while most agree, others share additional useful benefits share through client feedback. Some also highlight that the broad spectrum of objectives requested of financial astrology work change according to client needs. 
This includes financial guidance, for both short-term trading and long-term investment horizons. It can also include identifying future cycles of economic booms or busts and innovation paradigms or event risk. On this macro, big picture level, a broader understanding of mundane astrology is often required to factor different socio-economic and political trends across the world. However, all respondents agree on the need for additional overlays to financial astrology, such as macroeconomics, technical analysis, and quantitative studies for testing results. This paper proposes a blended approach of multiple disciplines and suggests that financial astrologers must be creative and adaptive to this fast changing and evolving discipline. 
Writing this paper has helped with bridging the current research gap of a limited number of academic research on this topic and suggests that financial astrologers must be creative and adaptive to this fast changing and evolving discipline. Perhaps this can also offer an opportunity for reintegration of financial astrology, in-line with ancient practices and potential future evolution.
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Appendix
Online Questionnaire 

1. Your Profile
· Astrological signature, ascendant, sun & moon.
· Gender (optional)
· Age group
· Years of experience 
· Other factual data –depending on your needs 

2. Your approach to financial astrology

Client demographics

3. Why do clients approach for advice & guidance?

4. What is the typical demographic of your client?
· Private investor
· Financial Institution
· Business
· Government Agency
· Other

5. How much astrological experience do your clients typically have?
· Experienced
· Intermediate
· Beginner
· No experience

6. When proved the strongest trend in demand and why?

Economic-financial cycles:  
· Booms
· Busts

Uncertain times:
· Cultural trends e.g. mainstream media
· Astrological time windows
· Other

7. Techniques

8. Success – how do you measure success?
For example:  
· Outcome (results, context)
· Process (consistency)
· Feedback (notes in a bottle) 

9. Additional insights 
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