OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 26/9/22, Year 3


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This observation took place in a Year 3 mathematics class at the beginning of the day (roughly 9 AM). The class was comprised of 25 children. The classroom atmosphere was calm, and the children seemed energetic. Half of the children were relocated to conduct independent learning, while I observed the other half that stayed in the classroom to participate in a lesson on subtraction. The children I observed (13 in total) sat on the carpet as the teacher presented the lesson.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail, the better to refer to in your later work)

At the beginning of the lesson, the teacher only accepted answers from the children that put their hands up. However, as the lesson progressed, the teacher began accepting answers from children who shouted out answers. The pivotal critical moment here was when a child ‘A’ up their hand up and the teacher ignored them for child ‘B’ who shouted out. After this, child ‘A’ stopped putting their hand up and joined in shouting out. This mindset spread throughout the class; by the end of the presentation, every child was shouting out.


	Areas of possible exploration: what do you think could be ‘under the hood’ in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Here I will look into conditioning behaviour – the teacher had the children conditioned to raise their hands to answer and ultimately unconditioned them by being inconsistent.
It will probably be helpful to consider using praise in the classroom. What would have happened if the teacher had praised the children? 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to, the better here)

Because it was the start of the day, it was relatively calm. The teacher clarified what the students were going to do throughout the task. Because of the small class size, the children were focused from the beginning.

















Record 2
	Date and time, year group: 26/9/22, Year 3


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This observation took place in a Year 3 mathematics class at the beginning of the day (roughly 9 AM). The class was comprised of 25 children. The class was still split in half between independent learning and those participating in the observed lesson. The children had now moved to occupy two tables close to the whiteboard, where they went through example questions with the teacher. 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail, the better to refer to in your later work)

While the teacher was working through example questions with the class, there were a couple of clearly disinterested children. After noticing this, the teacher stopped creating the mathematical questions for the task and instead called upon the children to pick the numbers for the mathematical questions. By giving them the responsibility to choose the questions themselves, the children became far more enthusiastic about solving the problems, and all of the previously disinterested children became invested in the lesson.


	Areas of possible exploration: what do you think could be ‘under the hood’ in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

I will focus on the importance of student lead learning here – how they become more engaged in the work with more responsibility in its construction. 
I will also look at being flexible during the lesson. The teacher had not planned to let the children pick the numbers for the questions, but when they acknowledged that the students were struggling, they adapted and made that change.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to, the better here)

By this stage of the lesson, the children were informed and got into the swing of the lesson. Because the teacher was going over example questions, the atmosphere was quiet as the children focused and attempted to answer the questions.



















Record 3
	Date and time, year group: 26/9/22, Years 3-6


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This observation took place in an assembly (the assembly was titled ‘Music Monday’) for Years 3 to 6. ‘Music Monday’ began in the middle of the day, right after ‘play time 1’ (roughly 11 AM) and lasted until ‘dinner time’ (roughly 12 PM). ‘Music Monday’ is designed to be a fun and engaging time where the children can listen and sing to live music. However, in this case, the music was live streamed on Zoom. This is organised every month by the school. There were roughly 300 children in the assembly, and the atmosphere was very positive, and the children seemed excited, though there was an element of disappointment when the children realised that the performance would be live streamed on Zoom.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail, the better to refer to in your later work)

Despite being quite disappointed that the music was performed on Zoom, the children were generally enjoying the assembly and behaving. Around 20 minutes into the performance, the performer asked for music requests and encouraged the children to sing. This significantly increased the children’s enjoyment and enthusiasm, and when the performer played a popular song, most of the children began to sing along. The crux of the critical instance occurred when the teacher shouted at the children for singing. This sent confusing messages to the children and dramatically changed the mood of the assembly. As the performance continued, the children attempted to sing along multiple times, only to be shouted at by the teacher with threats of missing playtime. This resulted in the children becoming very bored and misbehaving in other ways. Some children started falling asleep, some started messing around, and others formed little bubbles to talk and ignored the performance.


	Areas of possible exploration: what do you think could be ‘under the hood’ in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

One avenue of research that I will consider is the use of behaviour management strategies regarding Glasser’s mention of the ‘5 needs’: as the assembly progressed, these needs were, for the lack of a better term, taken away from the children.
I will also analyse this incident for the ‘4 purposes’. This assembly could have been an example of how to target each purpose, but the conflicting messages from the performer and the teacher resulted in this example being unrealised.
I will also use this to emphasise the importance of making activities fun and engaging for children to keep them on track.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to, the better here)

It was a bustling environment with many students sitting in a relatively small assembly hall. It was just after playtime, so the children had that playful energy ready to go if not controlled or utilised by the assembly. The directions and expectations were not made explicit to the children, which contributed to them losing interest and encouraged them to misbehave.
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