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1~ The Background The Essay

The Downfall of Zhibo

o e » An explanation of the

Cait

reasons for the collapse of
the house of Zhi & in the

State of Jin & .

» A side—story on the
development of the house

of Han 88 . Zhaozi. Wei 4.




1~ The Background The Essay

453 BG

Zhibo%s 18 asked a large
amount of lands from the
head of Han and Wei.

Zhao Wuxu U refused to
do so, invaded them.

Zhao Wuxu persuaded the
Hanhu #5/8 and Weiju 2259 to
demolish the house of Zhi &5
together.

This is the history that Sima
Guang used as the beginning
of his book Comprehensive

Mirror for Aid in Go ver*nmt’{?n t
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2~ The Structure of The Essay

—

BEFHFIANELSEZL, BXRE:
| Are B, BIEHEAEZZE,

—H-Z_\-i%"‘to %'—% v\j‘\/ab

HRERI)BE, REELH

D XFZE, BRAREKR

EX
8.

EX
B .

EX
B .

o B MmMER =, KILHEATIKZRA,
MR 1=ITZ, HEEAEIFZ? &
2Rt R, | #BEE,

Xunshen?] ¥ intended to make Xunyao ) ¥ as
his inheritor, but his vassal Xunguo% &
suggested that it should be better for him to
make Xunxiao as his inheritor. This was followed
by a more detailed analysis of Xunyao’ S
personality, character, strengths and weaknesses:
handsome appearance, good archery skills,
versatility, intelligence and bravery, but his most
fatal shortcoming was his lack of benevolence. If
he were so talented but not great virtuous, he
was bound to endanger others. If Xunshen did
establish Xunyao as his inheritor, the house of
Zhi will surely perish.

Unfortunately, Xunshen did not take the advice
of Xunguo. Eventually he made Xunyao as his

inheritor.
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Zhaoyang gave his two sons, Zhao Wuxu and
Zhao Bolu, a bamboo scroll. He instructed them
to keep it carefully and to remember its contents.
Three years later, Zhaoyang suddenly asked his
two sons about it. Bolu s response was that he
had forgotten the contents of the scroll and that
his scroll had been lost. On the other hand,
Wuxu remembered the contents of the scroll very
clearly and carried it with him. In this way,
Zhaoyang judged Zhao Wuxu to be a very wise

man and eventually appointed him as his

inheritor.



2 The Structure of The Essay

Section 2: ‘Emphaize The Importance of Virtues Rather Than The Abilities’

Zhaoyang 4f &%

Zhao Wuxu Zhao Bolu
A & Mo 418 &
[ He had forgotten He remembered the contents
the contents of the scroll of the scroll very clearly
Carried it with him His scroll had been lost j:x\\
1 O I. f f a



2 The Structure of The Essay

Section 3: ‘Xunyao Asked For Lands'

E0 {25 4 o $£F ES- . sk EpHL Xunyao 3] 3 asked Hanhu#% ft. and Weiju#% 59 for a lot

n . of lands respectively. At first, both Hanhu and Weiju
. |=
‘EX %E' = r 1éﬁ%i‘j mn '{"e\ s ;F s were unwilling to give him any land, but their

— A5k FK . AkoElZ  JJRIA}A)5it | ministers pointed out that Xunyao was so greedy that
if he did not do so, he would definitely attacked the
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house of Han and Wei . It would be better to give him

.. SRIEF IS AR M IFH 8t some land rather than refuse him. If the house of Han
and Wei did so, Xunyao will be proud and would ask
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others for land, and if they do not give it to him, he
-Eﬁg- ....... J will attack them. And we shall be saved from disaster

at this time.
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2 The Structure of The Essay

Section 4: ‘The Right Choice of City to Flee to

P EIR RIpZH A EF . E3F  Xunyao?) ¥ again asked Zhao Wuxu#d
BB EP{RAR . phEE . M P kK, MM for land. But Wuxu# M did not

/é agree, and then Xunyao#) 3 took Hanhu
) = 72 It and WeijuZt %) with him to attack

- Wuxu & e,
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2 The Structure of The Essay

Section 4: ‘The Right Choice of City to Flee to

%: ,3‘;1% 4 = |‘ -%-’F’j j,':; ,3'_7 J 5;,:;% = Wuxu & Jfr prepared to choose the city he would flee to.
His attendants advised him on three cites: Zhangzif&

E 33 SR 2= :
r L\%%i ’ ﬂiﬁi); 7To J 278 r K -+, Handan#f &R and Jinyang & . The advantage of
é FE LA 5—‘—5 z. X %;T; 1,)\(—33 = . HEgH1 Zhangzif& F was that it was close to where Wuxu & Hz

= __ lived and that the city walls were firm. But Wuxu #& [z
' | xEe: [HMBIRETR.
K J 7&%\ ) r PP =R E = J = replied: How could anyone want to defend a city after

a

o= f A E’KZ%/% 1')\;5"{ R X ﬁ'ﬁ?’ﬁﬁ the people had finished building it with exhaustion and

= , = < : determination to die? The second city, Handan#f§R,
Z, HEHEK HE5BF, tE27B . .
had the advantage of being well-stocked. Wuxu replied,

2, , F ﬁzﬁﬁ' %l‘@ : R % Fo 5’: o J /5 2k Who would want to deprive the people of their wealth
2= BS: and fill their storehouses, and now send them to fight
in battle? Wuxu then chose a third city, Jinyang. The
1 3 magistrate of Jingyang, Yinduo, treated the people
with kindness and love. He fled to Jingyang.
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Section 4: ‘The Right Choice of City to Flee to

Wuxu prepared to choose
the city he would flee to

14

Zhangzifk F

It was close to where
Wuxie lived and that
the city walls were
firm

How could anyone
want to defend a city
after the people had
finished building it
with exhaustion and
determination to die?

HandanHF ER

Being well-stocked

Who would want to
deprive the people of
their wealth and fill
their storehouses, and
now send them to
fight in battle?

Jinyang &%

The magistrate of
Jingyang, Yinduo,
treated the people with
kindness and love.

Wuxu fled to Jingyang



2 The Structure of The Essay

L

15

Section 5: "Without Their Lips, Their Teeth Would be Damaged And
Hanhu And Weiju Would Start to Be Worried about Their Own Situation’
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The army of Xunyao 3) ¥, Hanhu#% % and
Weiju#t %), who surrounded Jinyang &% and
dug up the Fen Riveris 7K. They attempted to
crush Jinyang®& % with a flood. The situation
in the city was such that only three planks of
wood remained in the city before it was
submerged. The people’ s cooker is
submerged by the river, and there were fish
and frogs everywhere, but the people did not

rebel.
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Section 5: "Without Their Lips, Their Teeth Would be Damaged And

Hanhu And Weiju Would Start to Be Worried about Their Own Situation’

F1aiTA, BEFE, BERFER,
F188: | E35 5T AT AR

L, | BFHES. BFBEEFZM,
Ly RS LR R &, R LUE TS
.,

Xunyao inspected Jinyang, which was about
to be overrun, said, ‘until today I never knew
that water can destroy a city’ . After he said
this, Hanhu and Weiju hinted at each other,
meaning that since the Fen River could
destroy Jinyang, it could also destroy their

homes, Pingyang and Anyi.
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Section 6: The Three Houses Destroyed The House of Zhi&
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Wuxu & e sent Zhang Mengtan7k £ 3% to
meet Hanhu## &, and Weiju#£59 in secret and
told them not to be worried that their plan
might be revealed, assuring them, ‘this plot
is between you and me, so what are you afraid
of?” He finally gained the trust of Hanhu

and Weiju. They set a date for their rebellion.
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Section 6: The Three Houses Destroyed The House of Zhi&
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At the beginning, Wuxu & f2 sent his soliders
to Kkill the official guarding the water
embankment at night, and then attacked
Xunyao %) 3 with flood. At that time,
Xunyao s3%) 3 army rushed to rescue him
and his soldiers were in disarray. Hanhu## j&,
and Weiju#% &) attacked from both flanks,
while Wuxu#& Mz led his own army to attack
Xunyao 3] 3.

The three house of Han#%, Zhao#¥ and Wei%k
worked together to destroy the house of Zhi%
and eventually killed Xunyao 3] 3.
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3~ Conclusion

1 ‘Emphaize The Importance of Abilities Rather Than Virtues'

2 ‘Emphaize The Importance of Virtues Rather Than The Abilities’

3 "Xunyao asked for Land’

4 'The Right Choice of City to Flee to’

5 ‘Without Their Lips, Their Teeth Would be Damaged And Hanhu
And Weiju Would Start to Be Worried about Their Own Situation’

20 6 ‘The Three Houses Destroyed The House of Zhi&g"



3~ Conclusion

Good-looking

21

Xunshen % ¥ Zhaoyang #4 ¥t
P N
Xunyao 3] ¥ Zhao wuxu#% #
Good Versatility Intelligence  Bravery Docility Perseverance
archery
skills

Sima Guang said, ‘A person who has both talent and virtue is a saint. A
person who has neither talent nor virtue 1s a fool. A person with more virtue

than talent 1s a gentleman; a person with more talent than virtue is a villain.’



Thank you for listening

K
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Thank you for listening w



