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Quality Strategy Planning Worksheet
Name: _________________________________    Date: _______________
This worksheet guides you through planning quality and trustworthiness strategies for your qualitative research. Complete each section during the workshop activities.
Section 1: Your Research Context
1.1 Research Topic and Approach
Briefly describe your research topic and the qualitative approach you are using:
	





1.2 Your Positionality
What experience, background, or perspective do you bring to this research? How might this influence your interpretation?
	





Section 2: Identifying Potential Bias
Consider each phase of your research and identify where bias might enter:
2.1 Design Phase
What assumptions or preconceptions might influence your research design, questions, or sampling?
	




2.2 Data Collection Phase
How might your presence, questions, or characteristics affect participant responses?
	




2.3 Analysis Phase
Where might selective perception or confirmation bias affect your pattern recognition and interpretation?
	




2.4 Reporting Phase
What might you be tempted to overemphasise or underreport? Are there risks of overgeneralising?
	




Section 3: Trustworthiness Strategies
For each of Lincoln and Guba's criteria, select and plan your strategies:
3.1 Credibility Strategies
Which strategies will you use? (tick all that apply)
☐ Prolonged engagement in the field
☐ Persistent observation
☐ Triangulation (data sources, methods, analysts, or theory)
☐ Peer debriefing
☐ Negative case analysis
☐ Member checking / participant validation
How will you implement your chosen strategies?
	





3.2 Transferability Strategies
How will you provide rich, thick description to enable readers to assess transferability?
	




What context will you describe? (tick all that apply)
☐ Physical setting and environment
☐ Organisational context
☐ Participant characteristics and selection
☐ Temporal context (when data collected)
☐ Cultural or social context
3.3 Dependability Strategies
How will you document your research process to create an audit trail?
	




What will your audit trail include? (tick all that apply)
☐ Chronological record of methodological decisions
☐ Evolution of coding scheme with examples
☐ Reasoning behind analytical choices
☐ All versions of evolving analyses
☐ Reflexive journal entries
3.4 Confirmability Strategies
How will you ensure your findings are grounded in the data rather than your preconceptions?
	




Which confirmability strategies will you use? (tick all that apply)
☐ Bracketing prior assumptions
☐ Reflexive practice and journaling
☐ Grounding interpretations in verbatim quotes
☐ Devil's advocate analysis
☐ External audit
Section 4: Bias Mitigation Plan
4.1 Reflexivity Plan
How will you practice reflexivity throughout your research?
	




4.2 Peer Support
Who could provide peer debriefing or review for your research? How often will you engage them?
	




4.3 Participant Validation
How will you conduct member checking? What specifically will you share with participants?
	




Section 5: Limitations and Transparency
5.1 Anticipated Limitations
What limitations do you anticipate in your ability to establish trustworthiness?
	





5.2 How You Will Address These
For each limitation, how will you either address it or transparently acknowledge it?
	





Section 6: Questions for Your Supervisor
List questions about quality and trustworthiness you want to discuss with your supervisor:
	






Bring this completed worksheet to your next supervision meeting to discuss your quality strategy.
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