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Abstract:
This dissertation will assess the influence of trade and travel on medical advances and the role public health and the public had on the progression of medicine Graeco-Roman Egypt. In addition, the role of religion, magic and the supernatural will be scrutinised to determine whether these historical themes were a help or hinderance to the advancement of medicine. The intricacies of philosophy and medicine will also be examined so as to aid the understanding of the ethics and medical reasoning. This will also help to criticise the role of individuals within medical advancements in Graeco-Roman Egypt.
Introduction:
Introduce the areas of discussion and explain why they have been chosen
· Trade and travel and the public
· Religion, magic, and the supernatural
· Philosophy
· Role of Individuals
They are themes that invite criticism and spark debate
Provide context 
· Information on medicine before Egypt’s Graeco-Roman period
· Briefly mention the current affairs of Graeco-Roman Egypt
Explain the availability of materials and the reliance of reworks.
· Methodologies: the loss of works from individuals such as Erastistratus and Herophilis and their survival through the commentaries of Galen (Staden 1989: 70)
Chapter one: Influence of trade and travel on medical advances and the role of public health and the public
Assess the opportunities trade and travel provided for cross-fertilisation of cultures and of shared knowledge
· Herbal remedies and plant based medicine
· Alexander the Great’s conquests- through the trade routes, troops sent back new plants to be studied by Aristotle (Nutton 2004: 119; Porter 1997: 79)
· Their healing properties in medicine; also used a purgative medicine (Porter 1997: 48)
· Graeco-Arabic medicine – its influence on Graeco-Roman Egypt (Porter 1997:101)
· The public and travelling for education 
· Galen’s travelling and centres of learning (transmission of knowledge); Alexandria, Smyrna, Corinth, Pergamum (Ferngren 2014: 64; Porter 1997: 73)
· Spreading of disease
· How trade effects the transmission of disease and how different treatments are developed (Porter 1997: 26)
· The opening of sea communications, spread of black rats (McNeil 1976: 124)
· The lack of public health (Nutton 2004: 26; Porter 1997)
Determine the influence of trade and travel and its role in medical advances as a result of cross-fertilisation
Chapter two: How religion, magic, and the supernatural helped/hindered medical advances
Assess how medical science was affected by the traditional, and new, beliefs in Graeco-Roman Egypt.
· Reliance on magic and incantations (Staden 1989: 4)
· Placebo affect; prescription of harmless amulets and superstitious charms (Longrigg 1993: 5; Ferngren 2016: 21)
· The complimentary aspects nature and supernatural in Egyptian medicine (Porter 1997: 49)
· Prohibition on dissection of human bodies
· Taboo in Greece, relied on animal dissection (Nutton 2004: 119; Temkin 1991:17)
· Human dissection in Egypt and under Alexandrian rule (Porter 1997: 66; Porter 1997: 56)
· Healing gods and how they hindered/helped both medical science and the patient
· Medical sects and cults throughout Greece, Rome, and Egypt (Wickkiser 2008; Porter 1997; Nutton 2004; Ferngren 2016) 
· People would travel to the temples of healing gods or defied priests (e.g. Asclepius, Imhotep) and would be healed through dreams (Wickkiser 2008: 1-2; Ferngren 2014: 23), even holding festivals (Nutton 2004: 211)
State the advances of medicine and the effect of the amalgamation of different cultures due to cross - fertilisation
Chapter three: The inclusion of Greek, Roman and Egyptian philosophy within medicine and its advances
Explore the intricacies of philosophy and its authority within the medical field
· They were complimentary to each other 
· Galen -good physician is a good philosopher (Temkin 1991: 48)
· The development of medicine through philosophical doctrines (Wickkiser 2008: 26; Temkin 1991: 47)
· The philosophy behind the methods of healing
· Aristotle and Galen- basic concepts of medicine and Galen’s reworks of previous physicians (Nutton 2004; Staden 1989: 70)
· Stress on proper training (Wickkiser 2008: 26; Porter 1997: 62)
· Medical ethics (Ferngren 2014: 203; Wickkiser 2008: 26)
Finalize the affect of cross-fertilisation and the merging of philosophies
Chapter four: The role of certain individuals towards medical science
[bookmark: _GoBack]Critically analyse the medical professionals of Greece, Rome, and Egypt during the Graeco-Roman period and the way cross-fertilisation complimented the progression of medical advances
· Adoption and changing of older medical works
· Hippocrates, Galen, Aristotle, Herophilis, Erasistratus, Asclepiades, Imhotep, Pharaoh Zozer  (Temkin 1991: 40; Ferngren 2014: 66)
· Discuss the disputes and agreements of individuals competing in the medical field
· Hippocrates and Galen on the four humours 
· The differences between human bodies, and the difference between male and female bodies (Miles and Henry 2002: 359-72)
· Lost works and our reliance on the commentaries of their peers/students/followers
· Preservation of works; Hippocratic Corpus, Galen’s work, those studying their forefathers (Staden 1989: 70)
State the impact of certain individuals on medicine and how cross-fertilisation aided the sharing of knowledge

Conclusion:
Brief summery of main discussion points. Address the medical advances and how cross fertilisation has complimented the progression of medicine. 
Finalise all debates and criticisms and describe the deciding role of cross-fertilisation in the medical advances of Graeco-Roman Egypt.
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