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Global Poverty:
Poverty is one of the greatest problems of humanity and sometimes has dramatic effects on the lives of certain sections of the population. Social inequality, military conflicts, political regime and inefficient governance or inefficient economy are just some of the causes that influence and maintain poverty. Peter Townsend defines poverty as relative deprivation. “People are in a situation of relative deprivation if they cannot obtain sufficient living conditions - food, consumer goods, living standards and services, education or accommodation - which would allow them to assume normal social roles, to participate in relationships and activities or at least widely encouraged and approved in the society to which they belong“(Townsend, 1993).
Like a globally major problem and with all efforts to reduce it, poverty continues to affect a considerable number of people worldwide. According to Anup Sarah global poverty affects over “1 billion people who do not have access to drinking water; 3 billion. of people who do not have access to hygienic conditions,2 billion people do not have access to electricity, and 1 billion people who suffer from hunger and malnutrition” (Shah A). The problem of poverty has been widely analysed since ancient times in various aspects of it, from ancient philosophers to original modern approaches in the vision of philosophers or economists such as A. Sen and J. Sachs. In the last decades, multiple studies have been carried out by the World Bank (WB) and the United Nations (UN). On the basis of social, economical and political aspects, there are different ways to identify the type of poverty: absolute poverty; relative poverty; situational poverty; generational poverty; rural poverty and urban poverty. But although research on the causes of poverty has evolved throughout human history, from the “divine decision” approach to the “situation” approach and is caused by the structural problems of the state economy. Some aspects of poverty became more pronounced such as the financial aspect and others for example comfort of the poor was ignored. All these studies show that poverty is a complex phenomenon, which requires a multilateral approach, interacting with different spheres of human life: economic, social, cultural. Since 1990 active involvement of non-governmental organizations as well as the policies adopted by each country in the world are important factors to reduce poverty. The World Food Bank, World Bank, UNICEF, OCHA, UNHCR and OMS are the most relevant international agencies and organisations involved in combating world poverty. 
World Food Bank-WFB
The World Food Bank is the world's largest agency dedicated to the fight against hunger worldwide. Annually, WFB donates food to more than 90 million people in 75 countries. Through this aid program, it tries to prevent hunger at the moment. It also creates community assistance programs to create strong communities. By developing strong communities, the people who live in those communities will be able to ensure their living conditions


World Bank- WB
In 2013, World Bank set two major goals. The first proposed goal is to eradicate extreme poverty by 2030 by setting an intermediate target of reducing extreme poverty below 9% by 2020 (Fig.1). The second proposed goal is to focus on the development and training of people instead of increasing living standards. The World Bank supports training courses, small business development programs and strong labour protection laws. Moreover, the World Bank is actively collaborating with UNICEF and WHO to combat malnutrition, provide health care and educate children severely affected by poverty.
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Fig.1
[bookmark: _Hlk79145616]According to studies conducted by the World Bank and other non-governmental organizations, the extreme poverty rate has dropped substantially starting whit 1990. In 1990, 36% of the world's population lived in absolute poverty, and almost 46% of the world's population lived at the poverty line. Due to the economic evolutions registered all over the world, the global poverty rate is decreasing. The same report mentions that in 2015 only 10% of the world's population lived in absolute poverty. Due to the crisis caused by covid19, the absolute poverty rate has increased for the first time in the last 20 years. (fig.2) Opening additional credit lines dedicated to combating poverty and a deeper understanding of the determinants factors of poverty are essential to combat poverty effectively, says the report cited. (https://www.worldbank.org/ro/news/press-release/2018/10/17/nearly-half-the-world-lives-on-less-than-550-a-day)

 [image: Extreme poverty set for first rise since 1998, World Bank warns - BBC News]
Fig.2
United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund- UNICEF
The United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) was created by the UN after World War II was ended to provide food, clothing and medical care to European children suffering from hunger and disease at that time. Since 1953, under the guidance of the UN, UNICEF has been actively working to help children in extreme poverty in more than 190 countries and territories to prevent, help and reduce the effects of poverty, violence, disease and discrimination. The current goals of UNICEF are child survival and development, basic education and gender equality, children and HIV / AIDS and child protection.
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs-OCHA 
Under the coordination of the UN, OCHA aims is to synchronize international, national and non-governmental efforts to combat poverty. OCHA seeks to prevent "confusion" in rescue operations and to ensure that the humanitarian response to disastrous situations has greater responsibility and predictability. To do this, OCHA has begun to implement humanitarian coordinators, national and international teams, to provide to the international community a solid analytical basis to work. 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees-UNHCR
The UN Refugee Agency UNHCR is mandated to lead and coordinate international actions to protect refugees around the world. The main purpose of this agency is to protect the rights of refugees, ensuring that anyone can exercise their right to seek asylum in another state, with the option to return home voluntarily, integrate locally or resettle in a third country. UNHCR operates in more than 125 countries, helping approximately 33.9 million people around the world.
World Health Organisation-WHO
The World Health Organisation is responsible for ensuring global health leadership, coordinating global action in the event of epidemics or pandemics situations, and global health research. The WHO also makes evidence-based policy decisions to combats poverty-related diseases such as HIV / AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis. Furthermore, WHO deals with urgent issues, like water safety management or maternal and newborn health.
Poverty in United Kingdom:
From an analytical perspective, and in terms of economic thinking poverty can be found in medieval England, where in 1601 was adopted "The Poor Relief Act”. In the nineteenth century, the word "poverty" became less associated with those receiving assistance or charity and more with insufficient income to live adequately. During this period, the opinion was widely accepted that poverty is caused not only by individual factors, but also by economic and social factors. In the twentieth century, empirical studies of poverty analysis appeared in Great Britain and the USA. 
[bookmark: _Hlk79144992][bookmark: _Hlk79145123]In 1889, Charles Booth published a report entitled “Life and Labour of the People in London” showing that 30% of London's population lived in severe poverty (Booth, 1889). The result of this report was a public protest because the published data were hard to believe. After all, Great Britain was at that time probably the richest country in the world. And yet in such a rich country and the centre of a great empire should poverty be so widespread? Charles Booth's research was mentioned by General William Booth in his book "In the Darkest England and the Way Out ". Published by the International Headquarters of the Salvation Army. This book contains an original report conclusion taken from Charles Booth's calculations that showed that in London there are 387,000 "extremely poor" people, 220,000 who "almost starve" and 300,000 who "starve". and suggest that: “poverty can be drastically reduced through practical reform and social assistance programs”. Charles Booth's work distinguishes between absolute poverty and relative poverty by establishing a "standard of poverty." This standard refers to the lack of the necessary conditions (basic conditions) to sustain a healthy physical existence, sufficient food and shelter to make possible the efficient functioning of the body. Booth assumed that these necessary conditions are more or less identical for people of equivalent age and physique living in any country. This concept is the one most commonly used in the analysis of poverty in the world.(https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8t9q6f/revision/6).
[bookmark: _Hlk79145305]B.S. Rowntree, in his study "Poverty: A Study of Town Life" (1901), makes the first attempts to define what we now call the "minimum subsistence" and argues that poverty is the direct result of low wages.
This days in United Kingdom poverty is associated whit unemployed people, people who have part-time jobs, people who do not have the security of a job, elderly people, illness people or disabled, vulnerable people, members of large families, immigrants, refugees or families with a single parent are most likely at risk to live in poverty. Poverty and social exclusion affect poor people in many ways. In addition whit problems such as poor living conditions or homelessness, hunger, malnutrition, contagious diseases, high infant mortality, fear and insecurity these persons face other problems such as limited access to health and care services, limited access to education and training, limited access to medical services, lack of recreational activities or limited access to technology (internet, computer, phone). 
One of the most relevant report for measuring poverty in the UK is provided by the Social Metrics Commission (SMC). SMC is an independent group of experts working in partenership  with experts from the Legatum Foundation, IFS, LSE, the Joseph Rowntree Foundation and the Calouste Gulbenkian Trust to better understand poverty and how it is measured in the UK. Since 2018 SMC publishes annual reports of the level of poverty in the UK but also makes a recommendation to combat poverty. In the report published in 2018, SMC found the following things:(Fig.3)
· 14.3 million people are in poverty in the UK
· 8.3 million are working-age adults
· 4.6 million are children
· [bookmark: _Hlk79144707]1.3 million are of pension age( https://socialmetricscommission.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/SMC_measuring-poverty-201908_full-report.pdf )
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Fig.3
[bookmark: _Hlk79144495]During the pandemic situation, this estimation grows whit an estimated 700.000 people. “Overall, the pandemic has pushed the total number of people in the UK living in poverty to more than 15 million – 23% of the population – according to the institute, which uses poverty measures developed by the independent Social Metrics Commission” (https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/nov/30/almost-700000-driven-poverty-covid-crisis-uk-study ).
The SMC report highlights differential accounting between households, such as childcare and disability costs, savings and access to assets. This report includes also another groups omitted from poverty statistics, homeless and persons who they live in overcrowded housing. In 2020, the DWP report concluded that this approach could be the basis for a new poverty measure, thus planned to publish experimental statistics.                                   (https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/development-of-a-new-measure-of-poverty-statistical-notice/development-of-a-new-measure-of-poverty-statistical-notice )
In the UK, the government is actively involved to protecting citizens through different acts, decisions and regulations. As a member of the European Community since 1975, Great Britain has adopted a series of normative acts and regulation together with all the members of the European Community to fight poverty. The most important decisions taken by the UK  are; “European Council Decision of 12 December 1977 concerning a programme of pilot scheme and studies to combat poverty” and “Decision of European Parliament and of the Council of 22 October 2018 on the European Year for Combating Poverty an Social Exclusion” (https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi?title=poverty&sort=type). As part of the national social protection system, two important act was adopted by parliament in 2010; Children Poverty Act (reformed in Children and Families Act 2014) and Equality Act. Equality Act 2010 brings together over 116 separate pieces of legislation to protect people against discrimination based on age, disability, gender, race, religion, sex, marriage and civil partnership and sexual orientation.   Children Act 2010 “will reform the systems for adoption, looked-after children, family justice and special educational needs” and will provide protection for children and parents through home-school agreements, protection of children with disabilities or special educational needs and the right to education of all children. 
The application of these two acts in the social protection system has led to the improvement of wellbeing for people in poverty or at its limit. Also, through the protection of vulnerable people, the level of education of children has increased, as they are protected against discrimination or bullying.
Conclusion:
Poverty is a global problem known since ancient times. These days, all the states of the world face poverty it to a different extent. The impact of this phenomenon became more pronounced with the intensification of the world economic crisis. Internationally, multiple initiatives are being taken to classify countries of the world depending on various parameters, but directly or indirectly one of the criteria is poverty. The United Kingdom is also part of this ranking because the global economic crisis and the pandemic situation have made all countries in the world feel poverty. Following the analysis of the causes and effects of poverty in the UK, it can be concluded that it manifests itself both common features with the phenomenon in other countries and specific features, including the fact that it affects people employed, healthy, able to work, many of them with higher education, and even those who have significant material values. So, the poor are those people who have a much lower degree of comfort and, respectively, their quality of life is much lower compared to other categories of the population. Poverty means low comfort in a person's daily life, caused by the lack of resources, goods or possibilities. Despite the attention given in recent decades by researchers or decision-makers, the phenomenon of poverty remains a major global problem. In recent decades, various measures have been taken worldwide - locally, nationally and internationally - to reduce poverty
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FIGURE 7: AVERAGE ANNUAL PERCENTAGE POINT REDUCTION IN GLOBAL POVERTY
BETWEEN 1990 AND 2030 (OFFICIAL ESTIMATES AND BASELINE SCENARIO)

- rate
g § § B

8

Percentage point change in global poverty

-15% — W Sub-Saharan Africa
— ndia

oo s China

20% — e Net global change

25w L

1990 1993 1996 1999 2002 2005 2008 2011 2014 2017 2020 2023 2026 2029 2030

Source: Authars’ calcalations




image2.png
Extreme poverty rising for the first time
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