WEEK 6: Fieldwork

Optional Reading
Advances in archaeoastronomical fieldwork methodologies have been slow, in part due to the simplicity of the necessary measurements for most research projects. However, recent advances in archaeological surveying (particularly using non-invasive techniques and satellite imagery) are finding their way into the study of skyscapes. The two volumes below were printed almost one hundred years apart but they encapsulate the very best of surveying techniques in archaeology, particularly Drewett’s textbook.

Munro and Malville explore specific archaeoastronomical fieldwork methodologies applied to Chaco Canyon and thus show how different sites require different approaches.


Lockyer, Norman, Surveying for Archaeologists, London: MacMillan, 1909. Available online: http://archive.org/details/surveyingforarc00lockgoog

Drewett, Peter, Field Archaeology: An Introduction (2nd ed), Oxon: Routledge, 2011, Chapter 4 (pp. 54-71). [E-BOOK AVAILABLE ON TSD LIBRARY]

Munro, Andrew M. and Malville, J. McKim, “Archaeoastronomy in the Field: Methodologies Applied in Chaco Canyon,” Journal of Cosmology 9, 2010, pp. 2147-59. Available online: http://journalofcosmology.com/AncientAstronomy115.html
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