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PUBLIC SECTOR

What is the Public Sector? 

Give Examples



Public Sector Focus: 

Political/Govt



Public Sector (Political Based)

• Provisions that are:

• Historical

• Traditional

• Institutional

• NB: Is going through change!!!



Positives and Negatives of 

Public Sector Provision?



Public Sector
• Centralised Provision for the ‘Masses’  -

Societal Good. 

• NB: Often Considered….

➢Inflexible

➢Bureaucratic

➢Dogmatic

➢Slow to Respond



Public Sector Leisure 

Provision (History)

• Origins date back to :

• 19th Century / Industrial Revolution

• Baths and Wash Houses Act 1846

• Public Health Act 1936 / 1975

• Physical Training and Recreation Act 1937. 
• Amongst other key Public Acts…. 



Public Sector Leisure 

Provision (History)
• Post War improvements to Recreation:

• Town and Country Planning Act 1947

• National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 

1949

• Countryside Act 1968

• Town and Country Planning Acts1971

• Amongst Other Acts……



Public Sector (Today)

• Central Government (Westminster)

• Local Government (Local Authorities)

• Political Agencies / Bodies

• Subsidised Provisions.



Public Sector 

• Wide Provision Areas – Health, 

Education, Environment, Leisure / 

Recreation .........

• Leisure Provision Areas : Sport, 

Leisure, Tourism, Culture, Heritage, 

Arts, Countryside Recreation..............



Public Sector

• Facilities  / Amenities Provision: Parks, 

Playgrounds, Libraries, Nature Trails, 

Beaches, Country Parks, Leisure  

Centres, Museums, Marinas, Theatres, 

Playing Fields........

• Public indirectly support provision / 

facilities via incurred TAXES



Public Sector + Covid

• Much funding has been made available 

by Central Govts  (across the globe) 

during Covid to address public health / 

well being (NHS  - Public Sector) and to 

support the Tourism + Hospitality 

Industries (Commercial Business –

Support Collaboration..). 



Covid (Govt Based Schemes)
In the first year of the pandemic, from April 
2020 to 2021, UK Govt borrowed £299bn, the 
highest figure since records began in 1946!
(BBC.CO.UK 2021)



Historical Changes to 

Public Sector
• Changes to Public Sector Provision:

EG: 

• QUANGOs (Public / Private  / Voluntary 

Splits)

• CCT Approaches to Provision…..

• Best Value Approaches to Provision....

• The Duty of Best Value – Continuous Improvement. 



Present UK Central Govt 

Focus :Tourism
• Dept: “Department of Digital, Culture, Media 

and Sport” (Tourism comes under this dept).

• Ministers : 

➢The Rt Hon Nadine Dorries MP - Secretary of State

➢Nigel Huddleston MP - Parliamentary Under Secretary of 

State (Minister for Sport, Tourism, Heritage and Civil Society)

» DUTIES : RELATED TO 

» VISIT BRITAIN AND VISIT ENGLAND

https://www.gov.uk/government/people/nadine-dorries
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/nigel-huddleston
https://www.gov.uk/government/ministers/parliamentary-under-secretary-of-state-for-sport-tourism-and-heritage


Present WELSH Govt  

Focus : Tourism
• Minister for Economy (Covering 

Tourism ) = Vaughan Gething.

• “Business , Economy and Innovation”

• Policy / Strategy for Wales
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-02/welcome-to-wales-

priorities-for-the-visitor-economy-2020-2025.pdf

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-02/welcome-to-wales-priorities-for-the-visitor-economy-2020-2025.pdf


Tutorial Research 

• Take a look at the UK Government 

Website – Focus on Tourism / Leisure  / 

Events Provision.

• Take a further look at the other UK 

Regions of the UK  - Scotland / N 

Ireland / Wales – Focus on Tourism 

Provision 

• Relate your findings back to your Assignment. 


