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Digital skill and research method
Investigation of the impact of VLE on student learning experience at Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
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[bookmark: _Toc49818044]1.0 Introduction (Abstract):
This report will conduct the impact of VLE (Virtual Learning Environment) on students. This model is mostly used in the several education sectors, through which the face to face learning procedure can be ensured in a wide range. People can do courses at a university from different countries through this model. This implementation by the universities made the education more flexible to the students. Now people cal exchange the educational information with the help of internet from anywhere of any country, which will make the students wiser. This report will conclude the impact of VLE on the students of the Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. To conclude, we asked such questions to the students of this university, which can be counted as valuable information and the whole conclusion is based on this information, collected from the students, which demonstrated the importance of Virtual Learning Environment for the students of the mentioned university.  
[bookmark: _Toc49818045]2.0 Background:
[bookmark: _Toc49818046]Literature review:
The reviews are given by such authors regarding VLE, through which the usefulness of this model will be demonstrated. The author of the first review is (Barker et al. 2013). The findings of the VLE by the author are mentioned below.
The Virtual Learning Environment is being used in academic sectors nowadays, which has a profound impact on the learning method of the students. It is being used in several fields such as Business, Medical, Law and so on. The students can do the course face to face with the teachers through the internet, which helps the students to avoid going to class physically. The author focused on three maters to conclude VLE. The first matter is whether the implementation of VLE has a positive impact on students' learning. The second matter is whether this implementation is influencing the development of both the teaching and learning process, and the third one is, whether this model is increasing the motivation of the students.
The result of the survey reflects the interests of the students on VLE due to it saves time and money; it helps to connect more people, which helps to gather more information regarding the topic and so on. The survey was conducted among thirty-three students of the Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 36.36% of students said it saves time of joining the physical class. Therefore this model has become preferable, especially in this Coved Pandemic. 24.24% of students said, it helps to do independent classes while doing another thing along with study, which makes the students motivated to do study. 39.39% of students said, it helps to connect with each other, which ensures the enhancement of knowledge.
The findings of the second author are being demonstrated below, through which the importance of VLE will be reflected.
The VLE helps the students of the modern generation to make their range of knowledge increased by giving them the opportunity to reach more people of different corners of the world, through which the students can develop the knowledge by sharing information. It helps to raise the questions or the issues individually and get a perfect solution (Parsons, 2017).
The maximum students of the mentioned university prefer VLE due to the mentioned reasons. The questionnaires reflect the interest of the students on VLE, which indicates to the bright future of this model. Students of this university are being helped by this implementation due to they have the chance to explain there thinking individual, which helps the student to get wide knowledge about the subject.
The VLE has an effective impact on education in the present time due to the pandemic of Coved 19. Most of the sectors have stopped working to avoid the infection. The education sector is exceptionally serving society with the help of VLE (Di Pietro et al. 2020). This model is helping students in continuing education from home, through which the students and thee teachers are being able to avoid the infection, which is a remarkable contribution of VLE to society. These mentioned flexibilities of VLE are enhancing the usefulness of this model; as a result, students and the teachers of the present generation are gladly accepting this model.
Most of the students of the c prefer this model due to it helps them to continue education even in the present pandemic.
Though VLE has remarkable influences in the education sector, still it has such negative sides. There are such subjects, which cannot be taken online, such as practical classes of science, geography and so on, due to students need such equipment, which cannot be there in-home or this equipment can be harmful to the home such as acids and so on. This is the reason; VLE cannot be a perfect implementation for such subjects (Lingard, 2007).
The mentioned university is also teaching the mentioned subjects, which is difficult to teach with VLE. The management of this university needs to find a way out to teach these subjects (UWTSD, 2020).
The students can gather a lot of information regarding a topic, which can help the students. In the other hand, they can be confused about sorting that information and put the perfect one in the perfect place. Moreover, there can be such information, which is appropriate, and this factor can harm the learning of the student. Apart from that, the network issues, heavy trafficking issues can be a barrier for the students (Gunga et al. 2007).
The students of the Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus has mentioned problems regarding network and so on in the questionnaires, which need to be rectified to ensure the sustainability of the implementation of this model. 
  
[bookmark: _Toc49818047]3.0 Aims and Objective:
[bookmark: _Toc49818048]Aims:
The VLE is a model, which is being appreciable to both students and the teachers of the modern generation. People are being used to with modern technologies, which helps the students and the teachers to adopt the VLE model. The aim of this report is to conduct the influences of VLE in the modern education system, especially in the system of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
The first aim of this report is to demonstrate the impact of VLE on the education system of the mentioned university. 
The second aim is to point out the difficulties of VLE, which to be rectified to ensure a better medium of giving education.
The third aim is to recommend such a way out, which can make the implementation of VLE in Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus better.  
[bookmark: _Toc49818049]Objectives:
The following objectives helped to develop the research process and reach the aim.
1. Preparing the questionnaires to understand the impact of VLE in Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
2. Sending the questionnaires to the students to get an opinion about the implementation of VLE.
3. Collecting primary data from the answers of the students.
4. Analyzing data with the help of excel functionality.
5. Formation of findings.
6. Collect secondary data using literature reviews.
7. Demonstration of findings.
8. Compare the findings.
9. Discussions.
10. Come to a conclusion.
11. Recommendation for improvisation.




 

[bookmark: _Toc49818050]Gantt chart (Milestone):
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[bookmark: _Toc49818051]4.0 Method:
To collect the primary data, I planned to ask such questions from the students of the university due to they are the best person to give an opinion regarding VLE due to they are being impacted by the implementation of VLE. I organized a set of relevant questions through which I got a proper idea of the impact VLE on the students of the university, along with the negative and the positive side of this implementation. I preferred the questionnaires rather than face to face interview to avoid the coved infection. Maximum students were not ready to give an appointment due to the pandemic. I was also not finding it good to take a face to face interview due to the same reason. Moreover, it is a time-consuming process than sending a questioner. It saved my time, and I could avoid the infection as well. I gathered the information of my need through the questioner. 
I gave such options for each question to point out. I sent it to thirty-three students of the university to get the answer. After getting the answers, I made a calculation of how many students pointed in which option. After getting the result of the calculation, I put it on the spreadsheet.
The excel graph I made according to the answers of the questionnaires, the graph shows the reactions of the students on the implementations of VLE in the university.        
[bookmark: _Toc49818052]5.0 Result:
Question 1: Do you count yourself in the following age group?
	Options 
	Total number of responses 
	Number of responses
	Percentage

	18-20
	33
	12
	36%

	21-25
	33
	10
	30%

	26-30
	33
	5
	15.15%

	Above 30
	33
	3
	9.09%



Table 1. Finding of age group

Table 1. Finding of age group
Analysis:
According to the questioner, I found most of the students of the Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus in between the age group 18-20, which is 36%. The next age group is under 21-25, which is 30%. The next age group is under 26-30. The percentage is 15.15%. The last age group is above 30; the percentage is 9.09%.  
Question 2: Please mark your gender.
	Options
	Total number of responses
	Number of responses
	Percentage

	Male
	33
	14
	42.42%

	Female
	33
	13
	39.39%

	Others
	33
	3
	9.09%



Table 2. Finding of gender

Table 2. Finding of gender
Analysis:
The percentage of male students is high in this university, which is 42.42%. The percentage of female students is 39.39%. The percentage of their gendered students is 9.09%. The students helped in gathering the primary data by giving opinions. 
Question 3: Since how long are you taking the course with VLE?
	Options
	Total numbers of responses
	Number of responses
	Percentage

	Six months
	33
	18
	54.54%

	One year
	33
	6
	18.18%

	Two years
	33
	4
	12.12%

	From the beginning 
	33
	2
	6.06%



Table 3. Students, taking a course in VLE


Table 3. Students, taking a course in VLE
Analysis:
Most of the students prefer online courses. In between the last six months, 54.54% of students have joined VLE. 18.18% of students are taking online courses for one year. 12.12% of students prefer the same for 2 years. 6.06% of students are taking online courses from the beginning of VLE in the university.
Question 4: what do you think about the future of VLE?
	Options
	Total numbers of responses
	Number of responses
	Percentage

	It will be the most popular medium of education within five years
	33
	20
	60.60%

	Need to enhance such qualities to ensure the bright future
	33
	8
	24.24%

	Have no clear idea.
	33
	5
	15.15%



Table 4. Future of VLE according to the students


Table 4. Future of VLE according to the students
Analysis:
Most of the students are very much sure about the bright future of VLE. 60.60% of students are saying; VILE will have a bright future within the next five years. 24.24% of students are saying, and it needs to be perfect in such ways. 15.15% of students are confused about the future of VLE, though they like this model.
Question 5: Why you are interested in VLE?
	options
	total numbers of responses
	numbers of responses
	percentage

	It saves time 
	33
	12
	36.36%


	It helps to do another task along with the study
	33
	8
	24.24%

	It helps to enhance knowledge by sharing information
	33
	13
	39.39%



Table 5. Reasons for being interested in VLE

[image: ]
Table 5. Reasons for being interested in VLE
Analysis:
The reasons people are interested in VLE are following
36.36% student said it saves time of going university physically. 24.24% of students said it helps to do another work along with study. 39.39% of students said it helps to enhance knowledge.
Question 6: what makes VLE difficult according to you?
	
options
	total numbers of responses
	numbers of responses
	percentage

	Network issues
	33
	12
	36.36%

	Trafficking 
	33
	17
	51.51%

	Too many people in a classroom, which makes tough to understand the topic
	33
	4
	12.12%



Table 6. Difficulties of VLE

Table 6. Difficulties of VLE
Analysis:
The VLE models have such difficulties according to the experience of students. 51.51% of students are saying; it has issues regarding traffic. They face buffering while attaining the class. There are such network issue happens, which makes the study difficult according to 36.36% of students. 12.12% of students are saying, huge students attain the class, which makes the interaction with the teacher difficult. 
[bookmark: _Toc49818053]6.0 Discussion:
The secondary data has a remarkable impact on the enhancement of knowledge regarding VLE. I came to know the VLE has a vital impact on the education system nowadays. It helps the students to take courses from anywhere in the country and even out of the country, which makes students more interest in education. The implementation of VLE helps students to increase knowledge by making a connection with other people on another side of the country or out of the country. It helps students to gather more information about any topic. The online researches make the students more knowledgeable. The students can communicate with people of different backgrounds, through which they can be more enhanced by knowledge. The present situation makes the implementation of VLE model more impactful due to it became impossible to attain the physical classes due to the infection of Coved 19. It helps the students to continue the education and also helps the teachers to teach students. Students are attaining classes from home comfortably, which helps them to focus on other things such as a home-based part-time job, spending time with family and so on (Di Pietro et al. 2020). The VLE has such negative sides, which need to be rectified. There are such practical classes, which can't be taken online. The management needs to focus on this (Lingard, 2007). The students can gather a lot of information regarding a topic, the selection of the information for implementation among the huge database. Moreover, the verification of the authenticity of data can be difficult due to the huge database (Gunga et al. 2007). The students of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus are also facing the same problems due to it is no possible to guide individuals. The main problem of the students of the university is the practical classes, on which the management needs to focus on (UWTSD, 2020). 
The primary data I gathered from the survey of the students of the university with the help of the questioners. I found the negative and positive impacts of VLE on the students. I understood the things which the students like and dislike about VLE. Students prefer this implementation due to they are not required to join the classes physically. They are attaining the classes online. They can record the lectures and listen in their flexible time, which makes them interested in VLE model. The students face such problems regarding the network, and so on, which needs to be rectified. The management needs to focus on it. The primary and the secondary data collection helped me to find out the negative and positive sides of VLE. The questionnaires helped me to understand the thinking of the students, through which I came to understand the negative and the positive sides of this implementation and the future growth of VLE.
[bookmark: _Toc49818054]7.0 Conclusion:
The implementation of VLE in Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus can make the students more interested in education; due to it has such facilities, which are really good. This implementation can make the education system more advanced, though it has such faults, which need to be rectified. The report conducted the impact of VLE on students of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
[bookmark: _Toc49818055]Future work/Recommendation:
To make the implementation of VLE more successful, the university should implement such a thing.
· To ensure the sustainable network
· To give guidance about data authenticity
· To develop the website to avoid trafficking issues
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[bookmark: _Toc49818057]Appendix1:
Question 1: Do you count yourself in the following age group?
· 18-20
· 21-25
· 26-30
· Above 30
Question 2: Please mark your gender.
· Male
· Female
· Others 
Question 3: Since how long are you taking the course with VLE?
· Six months
· One year
· Two years
· From the beginning of the course
Question 4: what do you think about the future of VLE?
· It will be the most popular medium of education within five years.
· Need to enhance such qualities to ensure the bright future
· Have no clear idea.
[bookmark: _Toc49818058]Appendix2:
Question 1: Why you are interested in VLE?
	options
	total numbers of responses
	numbers of responses
	percentage

	It saves time of attaining class physically
	33
	12
	36.36%

	It helps to do another task along with the study
	33
	8
	24.24%

	It helps to connect with more people, which helps to enhance knowledge by sharing information
	33
	13
	39.39



Table 1: reasons for being interested in VLE
Question 2: what makes VLE difficult according to you?
	
options
	total numbers of responses
	numbers of responses
	percentage

	Network issues
	33
	12
	36.36%

	Trafficking 
	33
	17
	51.51%

	Too many people in a classroom, which makes tough to understand the topic
	33
	4
	12.12%
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