Date of the proposal:

York Museums Trust Public Programme Proposal Form
Please email exhibitions@ymt.org.uk once completed

	[bookmark: _Hlk119148829][bookmark: _Hlk119108364]What is the title of your
proposal?
	
[bookmark: _Hlk118835675]Ancient Egyptian Paddle Doll Exhibition, Talk, and protection belt workshop.

	Date proposal submitted
	[bookmark: _Hlk118844727]13th November 2022.

	Please provide your name
and contact details
	[bookmark: _Hlk118844766]Julia Jones 
Email: 2007994@student.uwtsd.ac.uk
Phone No: 07401309627.

	Is it an idea for:
Event Exhibition
Subject/anniversary Communications Campaign Research and Development Don’t know yet
	[bookmark: _Hlk118844800]This is an idea for an exciting exhibition to celebrate women and the female form whilst educating and revealing the mysteries and wonders of a complex ancient Egyptian belief system through sound, sight, and touch.
This event will include an exhibition of an ancient Egyptian artefact (Paddle Doll and custom-made stand), a talk by a UWTSD Archaeology student, a protection belt workshop where replica Girdles can be made and ending with a special guest speaker from MenoPower to informally discuss menopause.



	Elevator pitch: in no more
than three sentences summarise your proposal
	[bookmark: _Hlk118844824]I propose an ancient Egyptian Paddle Doll exhibition and workshop, with surrounding information and images from UWTSD, and recordings of ancient Egyptian “Tomb music” to go alongside the displayed ancient Egyptian artefacts from York Castle Museum, opening with an Egyptian belly dancing display. 

I will present a free talk on the history and symbolism of paddle dolls and their connection to the different phases of women’s lives, which will be supported by infographics made by UWTSD students. Duration 1 hour.

[bookmark: _Hlk118844843]This will be followed by a workshop for the visitors to make an Egyptian protection belt and end with an informal but empowering talk by a female special guest from MenoPower who will be discussing menopause and women's health issues. Duration 1 hour. 
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	[bookmark: _Hlk119148879]Who is the target
audience?

Reference Audience Spectrum segments if known.

If not known, who do you think this would this appeal to?
	[bookmark: _Hlk118844878]Aimed at women, orientated at older women in particular as the final talk is related to menopause.
An advert will be posted on Facebook before the event to attract an older female audience, and the local WI and well-being groups will be contacted.

However, there is potential for a spin-off in conjunction with MENS SHED, for men that meet, create, and discuss mental health issues, to help make the beads for the girdles or to put holes in shells to be used in making the protection belts, which can be presented in the same venue with the same artefacts.


	What is the budget?
	[bookmark: _Hlk118844908]Approximately £100 for materials. Donation of costs provided by MenoPower.  To minimise costs, requests from attendees to bring their own charms, beads, or threadable items to be advertised (Facebook).
The speakers and dancers are willing to offer their services for free in exchange for self-promotion.
MenoPower offer in exchange for product promotion.

	Is there any fundraising
opportunities?
	[bookmark: _Hlk118844984]Yes 
Raffle with prizes made and donated by Men's Shed, all proceeds go to York Castle Museum.


	Is there any partnership
opportunities?
	[bookmark: _Hlk118845004]Men’s-Shed and WI– Local groups who may offer volunteer opportunities to the Museum Trust
University of Wales Trinity Saint David Archaeology students - links and volunteering potential
MenoPower links
Cyfarthfa Museum Merthyr Tydfil artefact sharing/exchange possibilities for the future. 

	Are there any other similar
shows/events happening regionally or nationally?
	The National Museum in Liverpool has a Nubian collection with Ramesses Girdle and Clappers (that Cyfarthfa Museum also has to offer on loan as part of their collection), these items link nicely with the paddle doll artefact, however, I was unable to find anything specifically relating to older women to absorb the history of women and ancient Egypt, discuss Menopause issues, have access to self-help information, relax, and get creative.


	Does it draw on any of
YMT’s collections, or is inspired by them?
	[bookmark: _Hlk118845045]Yes, From the Egyptian collection
Examples: 
Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt Chapman, J. 1804-01-21
Ushabti 900BC-800BC
Ushabati 1070BC-946BC
Funerary figurines used in ancient Egyptian funerary practices.

	Proposed location/gallery
for your idea.
	[bookmark: _Hlk118845066]York Castle Museum has a fashion and textile curator-led tour with adult learning and community projects. The ancient Egyptian Paddle doll exhibition with protection belt workshop would be an ideal complimentary exhibition for the Museum to showcase. 
[bookmark: _Hlk118845085]
However, as this is located in the Upper Galleries which are currently inaccessible to wheelchair users, an online version containing recordings (see appendix 1), all the information at the exhibition, a short video tour of the objects, as well as talks, and links to the activity sheets, self-help and wellbeing guides and information leaflets available to be downloaded can be created.


	Who have you consulted
with at YMT or externally?
	[bookmark: _Hlk118845106]Scott Furlong. Head of curatorial and collections at York Castle Museum

Meno Power: Helen (Business woman specialising in Menopause)
Email | contact@meno-power.com
Phone | 01484 680 104.

Mark Guilford (Chairman of North Yorkshires Men’s Shed organisation)
Email: ymschairman@outlook.com 
Tel: 07725183456.

Sarah McFarlane (Chairman of the North Yorkshire East Federation WI) 
Tel:0184552241501845522415.



	[bookmark: _Hlk119148899]How is this project unique
for YMT?
	[bookmark: _Hlk118845132]Educating the general public by highlighting older women’s challenges and their solutions by using the ancient Egyptian paddle doll and its surrounding mysteries, combined with new and ancient Egyptian representations of the female form, whilst highlighting prominent and relevant issues in a competitive and challenging world, with the importance of relaxing, getting creative and discovering how to take time for yourself whilst expanding your mind.


	When would this project be
delivered? Does it link to any critical dates?
	[bookmark: _Hlk118845154]Menopause Day: 18-10-2022 (Theme for 2022 - cognition and mood).
Or
National Women’s Day - 08-03-2023 
International Men's Day – 19-11-2022.
Alongside the permanent exhibition already in situ.


	Please add relevant images
	[image: ][image: ]
Appendix 1
[bookmark: _Hlk119094954]The Fiechters, 2016. Ancient Egyptian Music [Online] Interactive Archive, 2021. Available at: https://archive.org/details/ancient-egyptian-music-tomb-of-the-ancients (Accessed 09-11-2022). 
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When you have completed your proposal, please email it to: exhibitions@ymt.org.uk
Many thanks for submitting your proposal. We will be in touch once the proposal has been reviewed.
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Image 2a: Back view of the Paddle
doll (Own image, 27-11-2022)
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