

2

 ECIE 6004 Global Perspectives in Education by Jessica George. 
This assignment will explore South Sudan. It will look at the barriers and how these can affect the education system. How the theories of Maslow, Carl Rogers, Bourdieu, and Bronfenbrenner will be discussed. Also, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRN), The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC), and how the government will help overcome problems, and a sustainable global education community will be discussed. 
South Sudan was made an independent nation in 2011. “The Republic of South Sudan became the world’s newest nation and Africa’s 55th country on July 9, 2011” (World Bank, 2021, p.1).  In 2013, the war and conflict continued, undermining development since independence. In 2016, the Human Rights Council was formed, and in 2018, a truce was called. This led to oil companies reopening, giving hope of oil-led recovery, and allowing refugees to return.
The governments' primary goal is the underlying cause of conflict and to stabilise the economy. South Sudan is fragile and unstable. A decade after independence, poverty was reinforced because of the history of war, conflict, and displacement (World Bank, 2021). There is a severe humanitarian crisis because of 2020, where we have seen conflict, Covid 19, and flooding, making the situation worse in South Sudan. Six million people, half the population, are facing a food crisis, and 1.4 million children under five were malnourished in 2021 (World Bank, 2021). Four million people are still displaced with no home, 1.6 million internationally displaced and 2.2 million refugees in six neighbouring countries, with women and children most affected (World Bank, 2021). The living standards are worse because the pandemic has affected livelihoods; there is an increased need and a low food economy (The World Bank in South Sudan, 2021). 
South Sudan’s years of wars and violence means education has severely been disrupted (Global Care, 2021). The literacy rate is 27% in South Sudan, and the poverty line is 51% (UNESCO, 2011). In South Sudan, more than 2.8 million children are out of school, the largest group not in school are girls (UNICEF, 2020). Under Article 28 of the UNCRC, primary education should be free, compulsory, and available for all children for equal opportunities (CSIE, 2021). UNESCO (2021) believes education to be a human right, and is leading the global education 2030 agenda, through sustainable development goals (SDG). SDG 4: includes universal primary and secondary education, as well as equal access to higher education for all women and men. Moreover, gender equality, and inclusion in education allowing equal access at all levels of education and for sustainable development and global citizenship. Thereby, allowing all learners to have knowledge and skills to promote sustainable development in education and lifestyles with the promotion of a culture of peace and diversity to sustainable development (UNESCO, 2021). Though this is aimed by the education 2030 Framework for Action, so that education for all would be great whether this happens remains to be seen. “Poverty, child marriage and cultural and religious views all hinder girls’ education” (UNICEF, 2020, P.1). There is a shortage of teachers, and not many women teachers (Carsillo, 2017). In South Sudan, 63% of teachers do not have proper training; most children live in rural areas (Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust, 2021). Nationally, only 10% of children complete their primary education, a very low completion rate (Global Care, 2021). 
What can help this situation? The government of South Sudan has been making a significant effort to increase student enrolment; South Sudan has started an alternative education system which is an accelerated learning program for youth and adults and hopefully will bring them forward in education (Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust, 2021). UNICEF is building classrooms, training teachers, and working in communities to help encourage people to send their children to school (UNICEF, 2020). This links to sustainable global education in communities, if teachers are trained, and people are sending their children to school, the younger generation will have an education that will help them get jobs and make a more sustainable community and future. South Sudan has low investment and low capacity in the education system; after 2011 independence, there was a high demand for an education system that needed to expand, South Sudan expenditure on education is low, and world structures have been weakened by conflict (Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust, 2021).
  We studied in the open air under trees with benches and tables made from sticks and grass, but we were keen to learn from teachers who had little or no pay, it inspired us (Lubajo, 2017, p.1).
 South Sudan schools need books, benches, toilets, so Global Care has given a fund to build toilets for females, latrines, and new classrooms (Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust, 2021). This will help make schools a sustainable, global education community by having facilities, classrooms, and tables which will help provide a long-term sustainable education.
Another barrier has been Covid-19; because of the loss of jobs, and school closures. Poverty is a real issue in South Sudan, and so is hunger. It is not just a lack of a varied nutritional diet but starvation. Where families cannot afford any food or have only one meal a day, this will affect education because children cannot concentrate if they are hungry, or if they are not feeling safe, they may not have a secure house and living space due to covid 19. This links to Maslow's (1943) Hierarchy of Needs, which show that the response to learning is dominated by the moment, and what needs to have the priority, the lower needs must be met first such as their physical needs to progress to the higher levels and it is not possible to progress unless these needs have been met first (Bates, 2019). Article 27 UNCRC states, children have the right to live in a way that helps them reach their full potential. They should have access to adequate, good nutritious food and safe places to live, to achieve their full potential but where parents cannot provide this, these children have the right to government assistance (Children and Young Peoples Commissioner Scotland, 2016).
  In the African Charter, Article 14 – Health and Health Services, every child shall have the right to enjoy the best attainable state of physical, mental, and spiritual health. State parties shall pursue full measures by ensuring the provision of adequate nutrition and safe drinking water. To support through teaching and financial support through local community resources in developing primary health care (African Charter, 1999, p.6).
In Article 20, parental responsibilities, states parties in accordance with their means and conditions will assist parents to aid and support programs about nutrition, health, education, and clothing (African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, 1999). Though it does not state an amount or who will be entitled to get assistance, it states in accordance with their means, meaning a low-income country will not have so much revenue to spend to help families struggling. The UNCRC is a human rights treaty all over the world (UNICEF, 2020).
[bookmark: _Int_1FVcGjf7]Another barrier is war; it causes safety issues, blows up buildings and costs money. One in three schools have been destroyed or damaged, only 36 % of functioning schools have water and 49% have toilets (Education Cannot Wait, 2000). War uses child soldiers, who do not get the education they should have, instead they fight. Children will not feel safe and secure, and the people living there will not either, which links back to Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs, (1943) where their physiological and psychological needs are not being met (Bates, 2019). This will affect children if they cannot have an education as they join the actions of war or are forced to participate as child soldiers. “South Sudanese armed forces and armed opposition groups continue to recruit child soldiers and force them into conflict, despite numerous commitments to stop” (Human Rights Watch, 2018, p.1). Child soldiers show the terrible cost of war on children. Thousands of people join military groups because of a lack of other things to do, such as the absence of employment or activities creating a vicious cycle of destruction (Global Care, 2021). The Regional Intergovernmental Authority on Development, (IGAD) say they will take all the necessary steps and sanctions on individuals, they also recommend African Union Peace Security Council (AUPSC) carry out further sanctions (Human Rights Watch, 2018). Things such as disappearance, torture, rape, sexual violence, forced child soldiers, lawlessness, violence, can result in deaths and people leaving their homes (Schlein, 2021). Inter-governmental Authority on development, (IGAD) leaders met to join the African Union to discuss the peace process in South Sudan. They recognize the effort the region is making and share an understanding of the lack of progress and will work together to resolve all issues and form an inclusive national unity government by the February 2022 deadline. The government still needs to reach a way forward to compromise and agree in the interest of the public (GOV.UK, 2020). It remains to be seen yet whether this is going to happen. According to Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 16, peace and justice is a human right and to live in a society of peace. Although, it is not always reality, police and justice systems are often corrupt which costs governments huge amounts each year. In areas of conflict children often leave school due to unsafe circumstances. SDG 16 aims to help reduce organised and instant crime, child abuse, exploitation and this goal aims to strengthen national institutions and regulate peace and justice (GVI, 2000). SDG16: Has a commitment to treaties to help promote peace, and SDG 3: to promote health and well-being, which is to cause zero harm and this programme drives a strong safety culture (Urenco, 2015). This links to article 29 of the UNCRC, to respect the environment, and respect the beliefs, views, and cultures of other people (UNICEF, 1999).
A barrier is girls and women's rights. There is Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), rape, forced marriages, sexual assault, and forms of violence. Women and girls have been dehumanized and are vulnerable populations (Amusan and Ufuoma, 2020). FGM was widely practiced in South Sudan because parental education, socio-economic levels and religion have put social pressure on parents (Satti et al, 2006). Bourdieu’s (1986) Social Cultural Capital Theory links to this religion and social levels because his concept believed cultural values and cultural resources play an explanation of social class inequalities (Goldthorpe, 2007). In 2020 in Sudan, they have now criminalized FGM and cutting the criminal law article 141 was agreed on 22nd April, the amendment was agreed by National Council for Child Welfare (NCCW) in line with child rights (UNICEF, 2020). Sudan has a high rate of FGM, in 2014 the level was 87%, it is a violation of girls' rights and has harmful consequences (UNICEF, 2020). FGM in South Sudan is extreme and involves the removal and repositioning of labia and vaginal opening. Anyone now found guilty of performing FGM will be sentenced to up to 3 years in jail under the new law. FGM degrades women, which was previously allowed because of cultural and religious beliefs (Burke, 2020). According to the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights, it is discrimination. Article 18 states, that the state will eliminate discrimination against women and protect the rights of women and children in its international declaration and convention (Banda, 2009). According to the African Charter, Article 16, provides protection against child abuse and torture and states government parties will help protect the child from forms of inhuman or degrading treatment, especially physical abuse (African Charter on the rights and welfare of the child, 1999).  This links to Bourdieu’s (1986) Culture Capital Theory, where Bourdieu believed that cultural capital is about social order and where your power status and cultural views came in such as your social class (Social Theory Rewired, 2016). This would have encouraged parents to have their female children cut or mutilated because of their cultural beliefs and lower class. This was so their daughter could be married as mutilation was a husband's expectation. Hopefully, as the new law has been passed and as time goes on this will stop this religious and cultural belief and allow girls and women to make their own choices, but this will take time as it has been a cultural belief in South Sudan. This links to Article 29 UNCRC, to respect cultural views, beliefs and to respect each other (UNICEF, 1999).
Education is free in South Sudan; enrolment is low especially for girls, many stay home to do domestic chores or activities in their home, especially in rural areas showing that education is determined by gender and poverty status (Berenger, and Verdier-Chouchane, 2016). Child marriage is also a huge issue, as families marry the girls off young, so they are less likely to finish education. They are instead expected to stay home, clean the house, have children, cook meals and be a good wife as part of their cultural and religious beliefs. This links back to Bourdieu’s (1986) Cultural Capital Theory of social class and women being home to look after their husbands, it is about power, status, and cultural views it is the foundation of social life, social order, and life experiences (Social Theory Rewired, 2016). According to the African Charter on the rights and welfare of the child, (1999) Article 21, is protection from harmful social and cultural practices, such as customs that affect the health of children like child marriage and they are not allowed to be married till 18 years of age. This culture and religion link to the man being the provider, going to work, having a job and education, while the female stays home and does domestic jobs this again links to Bourdieu's Cultural Capital Theory. It also links to Bronfenbrenner’s (1977) Theory of the Ecological Systems, where we have the child in the middle and then people around the child, such as family, grandparents, as well as community and friends all that influence children with their beliefs and religion. Bronfenbrenner believed there was a balance between nature and nurture, such as the environmental effect and influence on child development (Bates, 2019). The factors that influence the child’s organised learning experiences reflect what they need and expect in society, including the culture and community where they live (Bates, 2019). Bronfenbrenner's Ecological System agrees with Bourdieu's Cultural Capital Theory that their culture, family, and community affect their learning and who they are as a person.
So, in conclusion, children need good food, education for all and to be able to learn without the fear of being hurt through war to really help sustainability in South Sudan. Training teachers helps to bring better quality education and a more sustainable global education community that can then pass on education to children to keep them highly educated (Global Care, 2021). Adult education classes are helping people make money and live in their towns (Lubajo, 2017). Making it a sustainable global education community to have jobs making it sustainable to carry on for generations. What South Sudan needs is prosperous employment for all people not just men, the greatest change is better equality and education, and this will allow employment and a sustainable family community for generations to come. At least now the law is changing, to stop FGM, to give more education and rights to women, but it will take a long time for the cultural and religious beliefs to change but at least the government is taking a step in the right direction even though it may be many years till people start to see the benefits.
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