Confessing God
Essays in Christian Dogmatics II
John Webster
Confession and Confessions

For John Webster God is active and alive throughout the world and lives through the acts of man and those around.  To John Webster confession is an act that can be done under freewill or without, with heavenly influences or with mundane influences from earth. Webster does admit that there are different incentives and motives behind a confession, but to Kant a confession needed a free conscious to be within a true religious focus. This simply means that there must be a heavenly intent behind that which is made by the individual, there must be no cultural or even religious pressure to conform and commit oneself to the whole that is the church, for true confessional is the basic necessity to join the inner religious circle.  

Pg 69
“the church binds itself to the gospel, Confession is the act of astonishment, fearful and grateful acknowledgement that the gospel is the one word by which to live and die”
To Webster confession is binding oneself to a particular belief and that this confession and belief is something that they will stand up for and die for. To live for this gospel for Webster is to preach with amazement of the good word from above, spread its truth so all may know the word. For this is the objective for those who become conduits of the gospel and the spirit. To Webster the wording “one word by which to live and die” entails that he thinks this believe is essential, that an orthodox belief is essential for a confession to be true. 

“is that when the church tries to do without the offices of these servants of the Gospel it endangers its relation to the gospel. In the same way that the church’s life can be threatened by misrule, arbitrariness or pollution if it neglects canon, sacraments or order, so also it will be exposed to peril if it attempts to exist without the act of confession and its formalization in credal texts.”
John Webster believes that without these creeds and without confession, the church would not be true, the use of these practices and offices bring the church and its message closer to the gospel and it true belief. To john Webster Christianity Gospel is true because it becomes a conduit for the Gospel and word of God. This extract is taken from the introduction to the Confession confessions chapter and shares a brief summary of what John Webster aims to do in the following paper. In this statement Webster clearly states without confession there is no Church, without confession God is not present, for God is the Gospel and the gospel flows through the confessed souls.




“the creed is a good servant but a bad master: it assists, but cannot replace, the act of confession”
This basically is similar to Matthews definition of false teachers, were they display themselves as a beacon of good light, while on the inside they are rotten and foul, and do not hold any standing with true gospel or the spirit. 

Pg 70 
“Both the positive claim and its polemical corollaries rest on a conviction that we need a theological description of creeds and confessional formula, that is, an account which talks about creeds by talking about God. The creeds must not be naturalized; that is, they must not be depicted merely immanently, as functions of the Christian religious community or tradition, naturally considered.” 
Webster means that creeds and confessional in modern times are not based on its original biblical context, for the same conditions do not apply in modern society, throughout the growth of Christianity and the church confession and creeds changed due to the changing of understanding and the rise of public knowledge, the Christian faith had to absorb new customs and cultures to survive, meaning the church altered its customs and practises to suit the changing environment around it,  Webster believes that confessions  are the link between man and god and that this connect should remain pure and should be only in its true biblical context. To Webster confession is the bridge which makes the body into a vessel and can only be true when done under its original biblical context. 
“Before pressing the claim of the creed as the basis of a renewed ecumenical convergence around some sort of generous orthodoxy, therefore, it is crucial that we put in place a theological account of the act of confession and its credal instruments.”   
Webster simple means that the apostle’s creed need to be understood at a theological level before it can be taken into any sort of practical stage. Before one can consider taking the creed it needs to be studied and the message which lies beneath. Before one can run one needs to understand how to walk or they will forever tumble and fall. Before the creed and confession can be achieved in a truly religious structure it needs to have behind it a pure and developed understanding of what it is and how it was created, and the original message it was made with.
 To summarise before one can be allowed to drive, one needs to understand the theory before they can be even allowed to learn how to drive, in this sense, before a creed or confession can be practised, to be true and accepted on a heavenly level the understanding and commitment must be seen through the deeper knowledge that only true believe can drive.   

Pg 71
 “We may ponder Paul’s statement in 2 Corinthians 9:13 concerning “the obedience of your confession of the Gospel of Christ”
Confession and creed are linked back to Paul’s statement in 2 Corinthians 9:13, “13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.”  which tells us confession is the process of sharing ones’ experiences, both good and bad with the community, church and through the church with God.  To Paul the service of confession is a deed worth praising and those who undergo a true biblical confession, deserve to be seen as a highly religious being, Webster may link this to confession becoming a means to gain status within the religious infrastructure, but Webster himself sees confession as an action completed to reach a higher religious standing and become closer to God. 
Confession is the acknowledgment of god, of acceptance of goodness and inwardly becoming a vessel for the word.

Pg 74
“A creed or confessional formula is a public and binding indication of the gospel.” “‘A confession’, says Barth ‘cannot be spoken mezzo forte’” this basically means that a confession or a creed is a public display of what is within the inside, it connects or unites yourself with the gospel, you are bonded through your confession. A true confession is not a repetition of what other confessions contain, a personal and private declaration that the gospel now works through them. A public announcement that individual is now a part of the church and community and that the church is now a part of the whole religious environment. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“we realise that this necessarily public character of a creed does not derive from the busy, authoritarian or loud personalities of the confessors” to John Webster in these cases were confessions are more concerned with being loud and being heard, being the centre of attention seems to be growing as a necessity for legitimising the confession and its contents. And this attitude results in something intended to be holy to become warped. While Webster argues that these confessions lose their heavenly vibe and undertake a coercive core, this does not mean that they are sinful or that Webster sees them as such. 

Pg 76
“A creed or confessional formula is one of the means through which the church affirms its allegiance to God. Confession – Like praise, proclamation holiness and service – is a human echo of the electing mercy of God.”
In this statement Webster makes a similar comment to what is mentioned above, the use of confession is on a similar stance with that of praying and going to church meetings and services. To Webster confession is the act which opens up the inside and allows a fully hearted commitment towards God. Webster sees confession as taking sides, agreeing to the existence of a greater power by “binding oneself to a particular reading of reality.”

Pg 77  
Webster includes the opinions of Kant who believes that free will and free conscience is vital for the production of a true confession, Kant believes that public assent and pressure to conduct a confession restricts the free conscience of the confessor. But this does not mean that Kant and modern liberal Christianity agree. Kant holds a strong opinion that without the pressure of conformity, of family members and it even being the necessity for acceptance within the majority of religious institutions and beliefs. To summarise Kant argues that without free will true allegiance cannot be fully committed, and one cannot truly give one’s allegiance. 
Kant and Webster disagree over freedom and confession, to Webster confession is being true, and by being open and truthful the gospel can speak the truth through them, while Kant freedom is the outermost pinnacle of life inside and outside of religion. For Kant without freedom confession can’t be true, it cannot be a true intention if firstly freedom to decide is not present.  

Pg 78 
Within the text Webster enforces the idea of what confession is, it is the “move against”, the rejection of, saying “no” to falsehood. And one cannot truly confess without truly saying no to others, this means that to accept one way one orthodox, one must reject and deny the beliefs of others.  

Pg 82
Webster finishes his paper with what he sees as the “credal life” of any church, he sees the church as a united force, because of unity, holiness, catholicity and apostolicity. To Webster a true faith and church needs to truly be under the grace of God, for a church to be under God it must be true a church, built on what the scriptures preach to be true, he ends with a plea to accept the true faith of Christianity, to become one with the God and his message, He also sees confessional life as essential for the revival of modern Christian beliefs in todays society, for confession opens the door for the gospel to enter.

To conclude Webster’s writing teaches us his own definitions of Confession and its vitalness to be seen and respected truly within a church community, to Webster there is one true Confession and creed and to him are only correct under the gospel when achieved with a free will and that the spiritual of God is a backing force. And with some background reading from summaries of other chapters we learn that Webster sees the Scripture as understandable by modern Christians because “God’s own radiant presence” is with the readers. To finish for Webster, confession connects the individual and the church to God and God bridges the gap between the individual and the church to the Gospel, and through confession humanity and God become united. 




 

