ECGE4001 - Portfolio of Study Skills Assessment Tasks 
Part 1 
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The paragraph below contains many errors. Re-write the paragraph to demonstrate 
[image: page1image728946176]
your understanding of: 
Use of formal, standard English which is expected as part of academic style; 
Accurate spelling; 
Correct use of punctuation including commas, apostrophes and full stops; 
Well written sentences which make grammatical sense. 

In Iceland and other countries around the world, certain individuals think that it is important for children to play outdoors. Some individuals wrote about government papers which states that the outdoors, is good for children. Within the curriculum guidelines, there is a section which enhances the importance of children learning about different environments and also being within those settings as it enables the children to think about the natural world. However, the main focus is to encourage children to use the outdoors to exercise which would lead to them having a healthy living which is what Norodahl and Johannesson (2013) have suggested. The emphasis on the outdoors has developed over recent years in Iceland for children aged one to six which has resulted in them using the outdoor space within schools to enable children to interact with other pupils, but this is only aloud within playtime. A negative is that we do not know how much learning teacher’s actual do, to help the learning of pupils but this obviously depends on the teacher and also the school as they may have access to more facilities than others. Within Iceland there are a number of signs which states that teachers are using the outdoors more than they did in the past and within the capital, seventy percent of school’s state that they use outdoor education regularly (Oladottir, 2008). 
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Part 2a 
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The text below also contains many errors, which includes incorrect use of Harvard 
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referencing conventions. Re-write both the paragraph and the reference list to 
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demonstrate your understanding of: 
     
Use of formal, standard English which is expected as part of academic style; 
Accurate spelling; 
Correct use of punctuation including commas, apostrophes and full stops; 
Well written sentences which make grammatical sense; 
Careful, accurate use of Harvard referencing conventions. 


In this essay I will be looking in depth at Forest Schools. The definition of Forest Schools has come from the Forest School network which states that                                                         ‘It is an important process that offers children, young people and also adults. By this it enables the following individuals to have regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self- esteem by having hands on learning experience within a woodland environment’.  According to Murray and O’Brien (2006), certain individuals are concerned that a number of children are missing out on going to the woodlands and green places and this is because parents are worried that they can be dangerous but also there are a lot of activities that children can do indoors within today’s society.  Furthermore, there is research which tells us that if a child does not visit a woodland when they are younger they are less likely to use these areas as they become older which can have an impact on their physical an also emotional benefits to what nature has to offer. Lastly, (Thompson, Aspinall, Bell, Findlay, Wherrett and  Tavlou2004) suggest that learning outdoors is considerably different to learning within a classroom environment, but the Welsh Government are encouraging teachers to start using forest school within their teaching to ensure the child can develop not only physically but also mentally, this is especially being pushed within the foundation phase.				
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Part 2b 
Answer all questions below as fully as possible. 
·   If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you 
could be accused of Plagiarism.  Why is it important that students avoid this? 
It is important that students avoid plagiarism as it can lead to serious consequences such as having your mars capped or even put to zero. Also, it is seen as not your own work,  and this is where the investigation would start. 
·  You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer. 
This is false and the reason for this is, when you are paraphrasing even though you are putting it into your own words you still need to remember where the idea originally came from. There for the above statement is false as you would still need to put a reference in because it is not your own personal idea. 
·   Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false. 
I believe that this statement is false and my reason for this is, that Wikipedia can be edited and changed by non -professionals which could/would mean that the information would not be reliable or even relevant in some cases. 
·   Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation. 
When writing a quotation which is longer than one like we need to put it to the next line and indent it. By doing this it makes it easier for the reader to see that this is a quote and not part of your own work. 
·   Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study. 
There are a number of sources which would be acceptable for an academic study for example you  could use a journal which was published by someone who comes from a professional body, for example a university/lecturer or a researcher.  Always make sure that the journal is fairly up to date. 
Another source could be a book, but always check the credibility of the author and also ensure that the author is an expert in that particular topic. Always look at the edition of the book to see if there is a more up to date version and by doing this it will allow you to compare.
Next, we have websites, this I think in my opinion is where you need to be careful in where you get your information from as it could not be reliable. For example, only go for websites  which are formed by the government so they would have .GOV or .EDU which would mean it is educational and when looking at other websites just be aware. 
Another source could be a report which has been published by an expert on a specific topic in depth.  There are two types of reports which we could use, and these are government or educational reports. These reports can be found online which means they are easy to access.



















 Part 3
Write a critical response to an article. Structuring your critical response: 
The article which I have chosen looks at the stress which teachers experience and the reason to why this is becoming an occurrence. A sentence which opens up the article for me and makes me want to look more in depth is ‘ Teachers endure greater job- related stress than other professionals’ this sentence is catching my attention as I would like to know the reasons to as why this is becoming more of a problem over recent years. 
The main findings of the article are that teachers are becoming more stressed than other professionals, but this is due to a number of factors such as, there are more pupils and also the teachers have a poor work-life balance which leads to high stress levels. Personally, I think that the author’s purpose throughout this article is that she is trying to put across that there are a number of different reasons as to why teachers are becoming stressed and how they can prevent this from happening in the near future.
The structure of the article is very organised in my opinion and I also find it very easy read and this is because the paragraphs are small and not too long. There is a use of statistics within the article which gives me an indication of how many teachers are struggling. Also, the language of the article in my own opinion is not intended for a certain audience as it is written in a non-expert way. The article is easy to understand but the language is rather formal as they are using professionals throughout the article. 
The article shows us a clear problem as we are seeing the number of teachers stressed increasing as there are not enough staff to cater for all the pupils. As the article states ‘with pupil numbers rising and an increasing proportion of teachers’( Busby, M.2019) this is a problem which the article has gone into great detail. I think that the information given throughout this article is reliable and this is because the information has come from sources such as the Government another credited individual. 
The conclusion which is indicated within the article is that there is a huge issue with recruitment which is causing problems for other member of staff as the demand is increasing. With the teachers workload being a main concern according to the education secretary Damian Hinds who says ‘ Since I took the job a years ago, I’ve made cutting down the amount of unnecessary and bureaucratic workload teachers face’ (Busby, M. 2019)this to me  suggests that there  is something being done to ensure a positive change is made.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall, I think that this article is useful as it puts into perspective how teachers are struggling but also some of the things which are being done to prevent it from happening in the near future. Also, I would suggest that more teachers need help when it comes to dealing with workloads and also, they need to be able to deal with situations they have nor faced in great detail with more enthusiasm so that it allows them to be more relaxed.


References- 
Busby, M. (2019). Teachers experience more stress than other workers, study shows. [online] The Guardian. Available at:  https://www.theguardian.com/education/2019/feb/25/teachers-experience-more-stress-than-other-workers-study-shows [Accessed 27 Oct. 2019].


image1.png




image2.png




image3.png




image4.png




image5.png




