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Chapter 3 – Research Methods

3.0 - Introduction
The main aim of a research project is to identify a specific question and area of research, and to collect data in order to provide a solution or recommendations (Walliman, 2011). With this in mind, I was able to come up with the following research topic; ‘A critical evaluation as to why some young people may be disinclined to report cases of Child Sexual Exploitation’.  My objectives from this research study are as follows; 
-To identify reasons as to why children and young people do not report Child sexual exploitation (CSE) to the police.
-Define CSE and the different types and the 3 stages of CSE.
-Signs of CSE and how to prevent it. 
-Effects on CSE victims, short term, long term, emotionally, physically and financially.
-Support for Victims but also support for parents and carers of the children.  
-Crime rates into Child Sexual Exploitation and compare them against independent research that has already been tested from different studies.

3.1 – Research Strategy
In order to conduct research into this subject area, I decided to conduct secondary research as my research method for this project. Secondary research is also known as desk research, and it involves utilising data that already exists. “The research strategy of secondary analysis – the study of specific problems through analysis of existing data which were originally collected for other purposes.”  (Glaser, 1963).
An advantage of secondary research is the data has already been collected by researchers and has been collected and analysed by them. Cottrell, (2013) identifies the need for selecting relevant sources and information including choosing reliable and appropriate sources that are of a respected origin.  I will then be using these studies and critically evaluating them in relation to my question. I will be looking for any patterns across the data across a specific time period to identify any trends in the data collected and establish if I feel there is a requirement for further research in my chosen area to be conducted. Furthermore the advantage of using secondary data is a far lower cost and faster access to relevant information (Hox and Boeije, 2005).
The disadvantage of using secondary data is that the data was originally collected for a different purpose, and therefore may not be optimal for the research problem under consideration or, in the case of qualitative data, may not be easy to interpret without explicit information on the informants and the context. 
3.2 – Data Collection
This research involves collecting data from a variety of courses including internal and external sources including government publications, the internet, books, and publications. One of the main benefits of secondary research is that the information collected is free and is easy to access. Furthermore, the data can be gathered over a chosen time period, for example I will be mainly focussing on data gathered between 2000 to the present date of 2022. However, Cottrell, (2013) states ‘only a small amount of the extensive amount of research available would be appropriate for academic research.’ This highlights the importance of choosing the most relevant sources and research which I believe I have done. 

Daas and Arends-Toth (2012) identify the need of being conscious of the cost implications and legislative burden involved in the collection of primary data which had already been collected by other researchers. Using data that’s has already been created and explored for a different reason that it was originally studied for.

3.3- Sampling
Although I have not undertaken primary research it is important for the studies I have reviewed and analysed to have samples that are relatable to my research. For example, the study by (Hurst, 2021) into the prevention of child sexual exploitation by the perspective of adult survivors used a sub sample of seventeen female participants who are all eighteen years old and above. All had been sexually exploited during their childhoods between the ages of one and seventeen. This data sample is relevant to my research because females have been the most common gender of victim in past research and my research looks into the younger generation and why they are disinclined to report cases of child sexual exploitation. 
In addition a further study I have reviewed from my research was completed by (Franklin and Smeaton, 2017) who explored surveys of all local authorities in the UK and a sample of services supporting vulnerable and disabled children. These were in depth interviews with thirty four professional stake holders and with twenty seven young people with learning disabilities, these were either at risk of or who had experienced ‘Child Sexual Exploitation’. The twenty seven young people were aged between twelve to twenty-three with nineteen of these under the age of eighteen. The gender of these participants consisted of seven males and twenty females. 
Again this data sample is relevant to my research as the participants consisted of mostly females and young adults who have experienced child sexual exploitation at some point in their lives or are at risk of experiencing child exploitation due to their vulnerabilities and care needs. 

3.4 – Data Analysis
I have chosen secondary research over other research methods such as primary research as it is the most cost effective and the least time consuming. The data is already available, and my aim is to collate the data and gain a better understanding of my chosen subject of why young people may be disinclined to report cases of child sexual exploitation. 
Another reason I decided secondary research over primary research was because the data is already available and does not need to be gathered from surveys or questionnaires. Also, as I have a time constraint to complete this project, I felt secondary research was the best option for me due to the ease of access of the data and the lack of time needed to conduct the research. 

3.5 – Ethical Considerations
McNeill and Chapman (2005) state there are six ethical rules that all research should follow. The first of these is informed consent where all research participants should have a right to know what the research is about and to refuse to take part or answer any particular questions. However they state that informed consent is not always as simple as it may seem as participants who are very young or who have any learning difficulties may not be able to fully understand the context of the research. 
The second rule stated by the authors is that researchers should not engage in deception with information not being kept from the participants and no mis-information told about the purpose of the research.
The third rule stated is the privacy of the research participants should be safeguarded and the fourth rule being confidentiality meaning the identity of the research participants is kept anonymous and the information about the participants cannot be made identifiable by any means. 
The fifth and most obvious and important rule is that all research participants should be protected from physical harm. Lastly the sixth rule researchers need to think about legality and morality of their studies.


3.5 – Limitations and Problems 
Some of the limitations of secondary research are that even though the data is already collected and analysed, the credibility of the sources must be evaluated to ensure they are trustworthy and reliable. In addition, not all the data collected will be up to date and some of the studies may not be relevant in more recent times. Furthermore, having ease of access to the research done is not always a positive, as the most important aspect of the research is the quality of the data not the quantity.  

3.5 – Conclusion 
In conclusion, I have chosen secondary data as I can find more tried and tested data, rather than opinions of friends and family through surveys and questionnaires. Friends and family would not have had the experiences that the audience of my questions would cater too. It would not be appropriate to locate audiences that have dealt with Child Sexual Exploitation for the purposes of a survey while working as a police officer helping and dealing with incidents involving them on a daily basis. Secondary data creates a divide and creates distance between knowing where the facts and figures of findings originate at, this is also more ethical without cost implications and ease with time constraints as the information is easy and readily available on the internet. 
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