[bookmark: _Toc303070346]
[image: ]

	
UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:      
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   



	NAME: Stephanie Fleming

	STUDENT ID No.: 
2124734

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Criminality and Mental Health: An investigation into Response Policing Capabilities within South Wales Police.
INTRODUCTION:
The link between mental illness and criminal activity has long been a topic of contention and concern in both scholarly circles and public policy. Hoch et al, (2009) conducted research that found those with mental illness had 3.1 times more police interactions than the general population and were more likely to be charged and arrested.

The intricate link between mental health illnesses and criminal behaviour creates a complex terrain filled with social, psychological, and systemic complications. Despite efforts to identify and address this link, many concerns remain about the underlying mechanisms, pathways, and treatments required to reduce the disproportionate representation of people with mental illnesses in the criminal justice system (Elbogen et al, 2009).

Recent research has demonstrated the disproportionate frequency of mental health issues among jailed people. Fazel et al, (2002) and Baillargeon et al. (2009) found that people in correctional settings have higher rates of psychiatric morbidity, such as mood disorders, psychotic disorders, and substance use disorders. Furthermore, studies have found gaps in access to mental health services and treatment options among justice-involved individuals (Skeem et al, 2011).

Despite the clear link between the criminal justice system and mental health issues, police officers often find themselves ill-equipped to deal with such adversity (Lamb et al, 2014). Further, McLean et al (2010) discovered that police officers often felt that mental health calls were beyond their capabilities and were best suited to medical professionals. This is important given the UK Governments (2024) proposal of the (Right Care Right Person’ scheme which aims to reduce the demand of mental health calls on UK police forces. The scheme aims to do this by signposting users to medical professionals when a policing response is inadequate. Contrastingly, Fisk et al (2020) discovered that within the USA, police services that utilised a specialised mental health response team improved effectiveness of dealing with mental health crises. Therefore, it could be argued that improving policing capabilities to deal with mental health calls, as opposed to diverting these calls to medical professionals, may also be effective.


This proposed study will consider the views and opinions of response officers within South Wales Police regarding their training and capabilities in dealing with mental health calls. The study will aim to consider whether the Right Care Right Person scheme will be favoured by officers or whether resources should focus on the training and mental-health awareness of response policing officers.



The proposed dissertation seeks to increase our understanding of the relationship between mental illnesses and crime by combining empirical research, theoretical frameworks, and policy studies. Furthermore, it aims to inform evidence-based interventions, policies, and practices that prioritise the overall well-being and rehabilitation of justice-involved individuals suffering from mental health issues.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
The key objectives which I aim to clarify within my research are:
· Determine the prevalence and severity of the relationship between mental illnesses and criminal behaviour.
· Identify the capabilities and training of response police officers within South Wales Police when addressing mental health concerns of service users.
· Assess the effectiveness of a policing response to mental health calls.
· Consider the effectiveness of the Right Cre Right Person scheme on Response Policing demands within South Wales Police.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The dissertation will focus on resources available from a wide range of scholarly sources to evaluate the current research on the relationship between mental illness and crime.

Resources such as Bartol et al, (2012) provide essential insights into the psychological factors that underpin criminal behaviours in people with mental health issues.
 Furthermore, research conducted such as Bhui et al, (2015) provide empirical investigations and theoretical frameworks for understanding the complex relationship between mental illness and criminality.

Building upon existing research that highlights the connection between mental illness and crime I will delve into research such as Holloway’s (2018) examination. Holloway critically analysed the adequacy of mental health training for police officers and investigated police officers’ perceptions regarding responding to mental health calls.

The review I will conduct will acknowledge the contributions of scholars, practitioners, and organisations who helped lay the groundwork for this research, demonstrating a thorough understanding of the study's problem as well as the broader societal implications of closing mental health gaps in the criminal justice system.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The research employs a survey a method, utilising a questionnaire distributed to serving response officers within South Wales Police.

This strategy seeks to gain firsthand insights from response officers about their perceptions, experiences, and challenges in dealing with individuals exhibiting signs of mental illness.

This survey approach will allow for a thorough investigation into officers attitudes, training needs, and the effectiveness of existing protocols in dealing with mental health crisis by collecting both qualitive and quantitative data. Furthermore, the questions will also focus on response police officer’s views and opinions on the implementation of the ‘Right Care Right Person’ scheme.

The research seeks to inform evidence-based intervention and training programmes that could enhance the capacity of the officers to effectively respond to the complex needs of individuals with mental illness.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

My proposed research will focus on how response officers feel regarding the link between mental illness and crimes and their ability at dealing with mental health calls.

My questionnaire aims to capture a broad spectrum of perspectives among response officers. 

This methodology improves the generalisation and reliability of findings while allowing for a thorough examination of differences in attitudes, practices, and resource allocation to mental health response within response policing.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
This study's ethical considerations include guaranteeing voluntary participation, anonymity, and informed consent from the response officers. Maintaining anonymity protects participants' privacy and mitigates potential consequences.
 Furthermore, the study should prioritise participants well-being while avoiding worsening any current stigma surrounding mental health in law enforcement. Transparent communication and adherence to ethical norms assure the study's integrity and credibility while also respecting all participants rights and dignity.


	TIME SCALE:
04/01/24 – 07/10/24 
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