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This report will outline the structure and information being researched for my dissertation. What I hope to demonstrate in my dissertation is the need for more funding for community excavations. This will be done by exploring the importance of community excavations from personal involvement. Many archaeological digs with the Dyfed Archaeological Trust have volunteers turned away, I know this from personal experience. After some discussion with a site organiser, it became clear that funding for community excavations can be a slow process. (Organiser no 1, 2019). and from personal participation it is clear the excavations positively benefit a lot of people from different groups of society.
[image: ][image: ][image: ]The significance of these community excavations was revealed to me as a volunteer on my first excavation with the Dyfed Archaeological Trust over a three’ week period in the early summer of 2019. The excavation was held on M.O.D land and is in Pembrokeshire on the West coast of Wales (see figure 1/2). 

Figure 1, (left bottom), Map of Penally (www.coflien.org.uk). Figure 2, (Main image), Map of Pembrokeshire showing Penally (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penally). 
What lays beneath the contours of the coastal M.O.D land are networks of World War One practice trenches which have survived as sad reminders of the training which was given to recruits before they were sent to their possible death on the western front (www.coflein.gov.uk 2019). Other excavations were completed at the same time on the firing range, which is used today, where we unearthed a shooting range from the 1800s (www.Dyfed Archaeolgy.org.uk 2019).  
[image: ]My initial reflection on this excavation was why excavate such a modern monument, isn’t there enough information, plans and knowledge of such a modern site?  Why spend valuable financial resources on something which we already recognize. The abundant remaining earthworks of World War One in Penally produce many standard features, which are plainly explained in guides and manuals of that time (www.coflein.gov.uk 2019). There are meticulous examples of such constructions and how to form them, they are so precise they even command how long one should take to build these defences (Notes for the Infantry Officers on Trench Warfare, The War Office 1916).
As the rainy days passed, I was able to dissolve those initial feelings of unease and to be honest as a little disinterested into the importance of that excavation at Penally. But soon I was surprised to discover this excavation was not just about the drawing, measuring, and recording of finds. As Michael Shanks explains in: Experiencing the Past, one part of the Archaeological Method is the planning around the field work. Surveying and excavation and work on the recovered objects, this is all just procedural and quantifiable, with an end procedure of object presentation (Shanks 1992). There was something else which excited me. I was starting to discover as the weeks went by. It was about something else of importance; Archaeology was a tool, Martin Gregner and Bart Ziino expand on this further in The Heritage of War.  it was a device which brought awareness to the local heritage and history. It brought people together physically and emotionally it connected to their Identity (Gregner and Ziino 2012) Archaeology can be interpreted as development of embodiment (Shanks 1992), not in tangible terms but intangible. It creates “Faith, Emotion and Intuition” (Shanks 1992 p18).
What I’m focusing on:	
· Rehabilitation: Volunteers exchanged stories of past relations who had spent time fighting for their country and had any involvement with British Forces. What was concluded was that for those people in this category that the tool was a therapy and as suggested in Missing in Action by Dilip Sarkar as a “closure” (1989), for past trauma. Evidence was gathered by means of an interview with an Operation Nightingale Member, who gratefully gave a positive account of his experience with Dyfed Archaeological Trust. and a female professional who also volunteered, whose grandfather was a pilot in World War One. 
· Community: Dyfed Archaeological Trust held talks in the local community hall and gave tours of the excavation. As a volunteer I was able to talk to people and understand their values and expectations connected with the dig which will be documented by interviews. I will be including these as case studies demonstrating the positive reward from these community digs. Also, I will be documenting a follow up meeting, undertaken by organiser 2 and organiser 3, (names have been kept anonymous), with whom I worked with on 

the project. by doing this I hope to catch the positive communal vibe that excited me in the first instance.
[image: ]Archaeology and excavation in the field isn’t just about recording or surveying. I intend to argue that significant value comes from the unique experience of excavation. Excavation enables a shared experience involving members of the community, who develop the local heritage together. The importance of local heritage is demonstrated in the book, In Comes I, by Mike Pearson. This shows the hardship of past generations, it brings memories alive, bringing about a deserved respect of past people’s past, intertwined within the surrounding area and land (2006).
This subject is used in my dissertation to bring this issue to attention in order to gain more public importance for Archaeology as a positive discipline, which acts as an education beyond its skill, as a therapy in a way to rehabilitate a person’s past. My desire is to create awareness of the need for more of these community excavations, especially in Pembrokeshire as there is so much to excavate and generate more heritage consciousness within our communities.
The dissertation reported, will be completed and submitted by 1st May 2020. 
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