


Introduction
In this report I will be looking at the damage caused to the environment caused by single-use plastic and what a large organisation, such as Coca Cola, are doing to tackle this issue as well as different angles from Greenpeace and the government perspectives and how we discussed this in a group poster presentation. I will then conclude our combined findings and touch on how we could improve on our presentation if we were to do this task again.
Main Findings and presentation
In a group of three we decided to look at single-use plastic and discuss the different angles that could be looked at regarding this issue. Ade did his poster as a representative for Coca cola and defended their policies on how they contribute to the plastic waste. Chloe took on the role of Greenpeace and talked about how they are trying to tackle the issue against Coca cola’s plastic waste. I represented a government role and talked about how the government are trying to face the plastic waste issue and also brought to light some issues that the government are having with Coca cola themselves. 
We chose to look into Coca cola as it is the world’s biggest drinks brand and it is estimated to produce more than 100 billion plastic bottles a year (Taylor, 2017). Half of these will never be recycled and will head straight into landfills, litter communities, pollute rivers and oceans, and kill wildlife and marine life (Rannie, 2017).  As Coca-Cola are failing to take meaningful action against this problem we were able to build a strong case against them providing evidence from both parties in our poster presentation. 
The first government plan to tackle the plastic waste is the 5p carrier bag charge that is already in place and functioning. These charges for the plastic carrier bags can be avoided by using your own bags. In some shops, you can buy thicker, reusable ‘bags for life’ that you pay once for and can return them for a free replacement when they wear out. Since the scheme was introduced, the number of bags used has gone down by more than 80 percent. This means that more than nine billion less plastic bags have been used (GOV.UK, 2018). The government are considering a plastic bottle deposit scheme to attack the plastic pollution problem. This will be carried out by consumers paying an extra charge on every single-use plastic drinks bottle. They will get the money back when they return the empty packaging to the shop. The aim is to increase recycling and cut down on rubbish and pollution (Harper, 2018). They are also looking at encouraging Supermarkets to have plastic-free aisles where items such as fruit and veg are all loose rather than wrapped up in film and charges and taxes on single-use items, for example takeaway containers, will also be considered to help combat the plastic problem (skynews, 2018). Another plan that has been talked about is the ban of single use plastic straws. It is estimated the UK uses 8.5 billion straws each year and they are one of most found items in beach clean-ups. According to a campaign group, plastic straws take over 200 years to break down and a number of restaurants have announced that the plastic straws would be gradually phased out or only made available on customer request (BBCnews, 2018). The government are also implementing the sugar tax. The move has been hailed by campaigners as a significant step in the fight against child obesity. It can also impact on the amount of plastic bottles purchased if the cost of the products are much higher which can encourage people to buy the larger bottles of fizzy drinks and refill from home, meaning plastic bottles could be re-used far more. Coca cola hit out at the sugar tax suggesting that consumers will buy whatever they want regardless of how much they are charged for a product (Woods, 2016). I feel that Coca cola should be working alongside the government to help improve the health of consumers and assist in improving the environment and should be taking all approaches to do so considering how much backlash they are facing at the moment.   
In order for me to find and document the information I wanted to use for my presentation I found to be difficult initially as there was no direct information linking the government to Coca cola as such. I was able to obtain sufficient information on what the government itself was doing to tackle the plastic waste problem which I was then able to connect to Coca cola’s issues. I was able to find plenty of charities and environmental parties that were taking Coca cola head on, such as Greenpeace, that Chloe highlighted really well in her poster and presented information that we also made a lot of links supporting each other’s findings against Ade’s topics supporting Coca cola.
The layout of my poster was different to the others presented in my group. I decided to use a bold picture as the background which was of a few Coca cola bottles lined up on the beach that have clearly been washed up. I made this image black and white and just highlighted the red logo bottle top. I used a header for my poster that was a quote for the Environment Minister about what UK government have already successfully achieved regarding the issue of plastic waste and what is being explored to tackle plastic bottles in particular. I decided to display the information in a spider chart format using a bold title saying ‘the Government vs Coca Cola’ with the trademarked Coca cola logo, with information sprouting off of that. The information I used were actual news headlines and article titles with red highlight on certain words to keep in with the Coca Cola colour theme. I decided to do this as I prefer to keep posters short and striking rather than the over use of information and imagery. 
Conclusion
To conclude this report, it is clear to see that unnecessary plastic waste is having a huge impact on our planet. It is a major item of landfill waste and is regularly consumed by several marine and land animals, proving to have fatal consequences. Artificial plastic items do not biodegrade and it stores in landfills or contaminates the environment. Plastics have become an environmental nightmare and evidentially organizations like Coca cola are not making any efforts to reduce their stamp on this problem. As Greenpeace is trying extremely hard to tackle Coca cola head on I can say that I feel the government could be doing far more to force these organizations to do more and making suggestions and considering plans are not enough and it will soon be far too late to reverse the inevitable outcome for the planet’s life. 
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If I were to do this task again I would have possibly chosen a charity or environmental party approach as there is far more information regarding these problems and much more evidence for this to build a stronger case to work from. Saying this, I am glad I had this topic to research into as I learned a lot about the issues that our government is tackling and I have realised that the plastic waste problem is far worse than I originally thought it was when first took part in this task.
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