A Critical Analysis of the Impact or Potential Impact of Successful Futures (2015)
During this essay an analysis of the Successful Futures (2015) policy will show the positives and negatives to this report, this will be supported by research and opinions from individuals and organisations who know the profession of teaching. The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) reported in 2014 that Wales was under achieving at an unsatisfactory level. This then lead to a major cause for concern and in February 2015 the Welsh Assembly Government (WAG) came to the realisation that their current system of the curriculum didn’t match the needs of their children. It was clear that the curriculum needed a re-vamp. Graham Donaldson was brought in by WAG to help figure out the changes that were needed to help achieve Wales’ aspirations to create the best learners (Welsh Assembly Government, 2015). The Welsh Assembly Government accepted Donaldson’s Report (2015) and decided that they would use it throughout their schools. Donaldson’s aim during this report was to ‘try to reassert fundamental purposes of education’; this was done in a way to build a curriculum that would benefit everyone. Research was carried out in over 60 schools as well as organisations involved in the teaching profession where he found a re-occurring theme of concerns over the curriculum being out of date. Donaldson then tried to back-up this research by looking at international cases, however, well-known psychologists like Vygotsky (1972) has proved in their studies that development is based on the culture a child is brought up in. Therefore, the assumption cannot be made that a child in Wales will benefit from the same curriculum as a child in Asia or other European countries. Wales as a nation has its own culture and ways of learning so that needs to be a key aspect in reforming a curriculum. 
When Donaldson created the new curriculum he tried to include some of the old curriculum and build on what was already in place in schools. The ambitious bid was made to begin rolling out this curriculum in 2018, with it being mandatory in every school by 2021, this is trying to be pushed along by Estyn (2017). WAG began to roll it out in pioneer schools first to see how they felt about it. However, a school in Pontllanfraith was always classed as a ‘green’ school during reports by Estyn and after an inspection during their pioneer time they dropped down a band to ‘amber’. Although many other factors may have played into this you cannot help but wonder if the Donaldson report had an effect on this. The curriculum ranges from the ages of 3-16, this is crucial as continuation is important so the children can build on their knowledge throughout their education. Instead of the ‘traditional’ subjects most adults would be used to there is now six key areas to the curriculum, these are; expressive arts, health and well-being, humanities, language, literacy and communication, mathematics and numeracy and science and technology. Teachers are required to link literacy, numeracy and digital technology into all subjects. Creating a digital environment is one of the main focuses in this report, this can be very beneficial to the growing world of technology we have around us, as researched by Dupuy and Tarr (1988). However, in 2015 Wales Online found that the average Welsh family’s savings were significantly lower than anywhere else in the United Kingdom. This will be a problem for the poorer families in society as they may not be able to afford laptops, tablets etc. putting their children at a disadvantage to those who are experienced with technology. Donaldson’s report also highlights the importance of the Welsh language; this is significant as only 22% of Welsh people would describe themselves as being able to speak a ‘fair’ amount of Welsh (Wales Online, 2015). Lyon and Ellis (1991) reported how important the Welsh language is for culture. The Welsh Assembly Government (2013) found in research that the Welsh language was beginning to die out; this reform will hopefully help with the idea of a bilingual Wales, although it is a high target.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Clearly the reform is going to have a huge impact on the teaching profession. Teachers will get a lot more freedom to plan their lessons; however, Wales Online (2017) reported teachers were unclear of what was expected from them during the reform with 45.5% of teachers feeling that they were not fully aware of the digital frame in April 2017 (Wales Online). The lack of understanding by teachers may cause for a limited amount of knowledge to be passed on to the children, which can affect their results.  Teachers are also responsible for ensuring Welsh language is spoken in classrooms as well as incorporating; literacy, numeracy and digital learning. It is evident that teachers already feel pressured due to their workload meaning that these extra expectations may be the final straw for most, especially the more traditional teachers. Furlong’s Successful Futures act (2015) is in brief an act to improve the levels of teacher standards as well as improving training. If this is carried out correctly then the pressure will be lowered on teachers as they will have the correct training that they need to carry out the reform to its full potential. 
Overall, there are clear positives and negatives to this policy. With it not being fully rolled out till 2021 it is hard to know what will be the outcomes. The government will also have to wait for results to see if there is a clear increase in the standards of the teaching and the benefits to this reform. In theory the report seems to have the interests of the students and pupils at heart, however, undoubtedly the children and teachers will be anxious and apprehensive. Another key issue will be the funding for the schools to be able to roll out digital literacy in all classrooms, the government allocated up-to £7,500 per term to each pioneer school under the New Deal (2015). However, there has been no mention as to how every other school will afford the new technology. Hopefully, this curriculum will help better Wales academically as from our Pisa results in 2016 it is clear that something needs to change before we continue to drop down the rankings globally.
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