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The Distinctiveness of Blaenavon

The purpose of this assignment is to illustrate the distinctiveness of Blaenavon. The famous ‘Big Pit’ coalmine located in blaenavon has such significance of history behind the famous hostorical coal mine the ‘big pits’ its history is rather intriguing. The shafts at big pit was originally known as Kearsley’s pit, which was sunk to the depth of 200ft by the Blaenavon company in 1860, it was then deepened further in 1880 to it’s present depth of 300ft. Which after that happened, it then became known as ‘Big Pit' because of it’s unusually large elliptical shaft size. 
The Big pit, is now the national mining museum of wales, and hold alot of history of its nineteenth century dwellings, and full of fascinating objects and interesting projects that are inspiring and enjoyable. The big pit now includes a historic mining museum, and it also has the mining exhibition facilities, captivating a journey around a section of its original underground working for people to explore it’s history education and entertainment about big pits coal mining, and ironworks.  
These facilities enable the public and tourists to experience and explore the history of big pits coal mine, and enables an underground tour of the mine, going 300 feet underground into the coal mine leaded by a qualified miner who explains the history of the tour, stating what life was like for those thousands of miners who worked down in the big pit coal mine back in the nineteenth and twentieth century. 
The visitors who participate in the underground tour must wear the very same safety equipment as a minor did, which include a helmet, cap lamp, belt, battery and a self rescuer which was used by the minors who worked there in the nineteenth and twentieth century.
During the tour at the big pit, It was rather frightening and seemed a very dangerous place to be working for adults, let alone children of five years of age. Being so cramped inside the workers would crawl hands and knees through the cramped mine unknowingly what was approaching them ahead. Not knowing the dangers of what could and did happen on a daily basis that was highly dangerous, unknowingly what each day would be, many injured or even killed. 
In the mid nineteenth century, the british state accepted that children at the age of five years old were an acceptable part of the mining workforce at big pit, not only the management accepted the children’s positions but the parents did aswell. There was little attention paid to the children’s health and ssafety. Children got injured and even killed from underground explosions, roof falls and run over by the underground carts. The minors would start work very early in the morning arriving to work in darkness and then would leave work after a twelve hour shift returning home in the darkness.
Blaenavon ironworks was first opened around the 1789 which became the development of the coal mines, quarries and housing.  Around 1675, the iron core was first extracted on the mountains of Blaenavon. Blaenavon supplied the forge with pig iron and coal via its tram road. The improvement of transportation links was a key component to the industrial revolution which was vital to the success of coal and iron industries. Blaenavon's development of the Industrial revolution, is one of the finest surviving examples in the the world of its landscape created by the coal mining and iron making in the nineteenth century. 
Bleanavons parallel developments of these industries was one of the key dynamic forces of the worlds first industrial revolution which made the British the Richest, and the most powerful nation in the world, back in the nineteenth century. Due to it’s industrial revolution,  Blaenavon is now accorded the same historical status as the Egyptian pyramids, and the Great Wall of China. 
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