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[bookmark: _Toc153389205]REPORT: DEVELOPING A LOCAL COMMUNITY (BRIXTON)
[bookmark: _Toc153389206]INTRODUCTION
Brixton, an active community with a diverse population from all over the world, epitomizes urban life in the United Kingdom (UK) and is located in the London Borough of Lambeth (Mayor of London, 2008).
Since the 19th century, Brixton, which was once a tranquil rural area, has evolved into a bustling neighborhood that is a fusion of various cultures and customs (History of Brixton, 2008). Understanding Brixton's growth and evolution is crucial, even outside its physical bounds as it serves as a depiction of the various substance that permeates London and offers a unique viewpoint on the challenges and successes faced by metropolitan communities across the United Kingdom. (One Journey, 2023). Furthermore, Brixton's diverse population and cultural heritage make it a microcosm of the UK's multicultural society. Exploring its development sheds light on issues of immigration, integration, and multiculturalism that are relevant across the country. (Lambeth Council, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc153389207]BACKGROUND
Brixton's history is rich and diverse, spanning centuries of development from a rural area to a vibrant urban district. Brixton's origins can be traced back to Anglo-Saxon times when it was a small settlement in the countryside of Surrey. The name "Brixton" is believed to have Celtic origins, possibly meaning "the stone of Brixi," referring to a local landmark (Mills, 2011).
For much of its history, Brixton remained a rural village surrounded by farmland and woods. It was known for its agricultural produce and market gardens, supplying fresh produce to the growing city of London. (Survey of London, 1956)
Brixton began to urbanize rapidly in the 19th century with the expansion of London's urban area. The arrival of the railway in the mid-19th century facilitated this growth, making Brixton more accessible from central London and attracting new residents. (Cherry and Pevsner, 1983). During the Victorian era, Brixton saw significant development with the construction of terraced houses, shops, and public buildings. It became a bustling suburb with a diverse population, including middle-class families, artisans, and immigrants. (Cherry and Pevsner, 1983).
Brixton has long been known for its cultural diversity, shaped by waves of immigration from the Caribbean, Africa, and other parts of the world. The post-World War II period saw a large influx of Caribbean immigrants, contributing to Brixton's vibrant multicultural identity. (Davidson, 1999). Brixton gained national attention in the 1980s due to social unrest and tensions between the police and the local community. The Brixton riots of 1981 and 1985 highlighted issues of racial discrimination, unemployment, and police brutality, leading to calls for social and economic reform. (Scarman, 1981)
In recent decades, Brixton has undergone regeneration efforts aimed at revitalizing the area and improving infrastructure. However, these initiatives have also led to gentrification and concerns about the displacement of long-term residents and the loss of community identity. (London Borough of Lambeth, 2017). Furthermore, Brixton is a dynamic cultural hub known for its music scene, street markets, and diverse culinary offerings. It continues to attract people from all backgrounds, drawn by its lively atmosphere and sense of community. (Chen, 2023). 
Brixton's vibrant cultural landscape is largely a result of the advantages and drawbacks that the 20th century offered, most notably the increasing rate of migration. To be more precise, the wave of Windrush migrants left a lasting influence and contributed to the neighborhood's current ethnically diverse hub status (Haringey Council, 2023). The travelers of the HMT Empire Windrush took off the following day after it arrived at the Port of Tilbury on June 21, 1948 (Royal Museums Greenwich, 2022). Among the 492 Caribbean refugees on board were numerous World War II military personnel. The Windrush Generation began with the ship and its passengers, which made a significant contribution. Given that Brixton was the labor exchange facility nearest to Ports, it was an ideal location for long-term habitation (Royal Museums Greenwich, 2022).
Throughout its history, Brixton has evolved from a rural village to a vibrant urban center, shaped by waves of immigration, social movements, and economic changes. Its rich cultural heritage and resilient community spirit make it a unique and enduring part of London's landscape.
[bookmark: _Toc153389208]IMAGERY AND CULTURAL IMPACT
Brixton's architecture serves as a visual narrative of its history, reflecting waves of immigration, urban development, and cultural evolution. It saw significant development during the Victorian era, characterized by rows of Victorian terraced houses built to accommodate the growing population. These houses typically feature intricate brickwork, ornate facades, and bay windows, reflecting the architectural styles of the time.
Figure 1: Victorian Terrace Houses at Saltaire, Heritage Village, Bradford
[image: ]
Source: (https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-victorian-terrace-houses-at-saltaire-heritage-village-bradford-310648967.html)
Furthermore, in the early 20th century, Brixton experienced a wave of Art Deco architecture, particularly in its commercial buildings and cinemas. The Art Deco style is characterized by geometric shapes, bold colors, and decorative motifs, reflecting the modernist aesthetic of the time (Mail and Honey PR, 2022). Examples of Art Deco architecture in Brixton include the Electric Avenue market and the former Astoria cinema. (Brixton Blog, 2023)
Figure 2 Electric Avenue Market
[image: ]
Source: (https://www.songfacts.com/place/brixton-london/electric-avenue)


From Victorian terraces to Caribbean-inspired facades and modernist housing estates, the architectural landscape of Brixton is a testament to its rich and diverse heritage. 
Brixton's cultural and societal effects are profound and have reverberated beyond its borders, influencing wider society in various ways as enumerated below:
a. Cultural Diversity: Brixton is well-known for its cultural diversity, formed by waves of immigrants from the Caribbean, Africa, and other regions of the world. This diversity has strengthened the area's social fabric, creating a thriving multicultural community that celebrates its uniqueness through events, festivals, and cultural organizations. Brixton's influence on broader society resides in its capacity to illustrate the benefits of multiculturalism and the strength that comes from accepting variety. (Mayor of London, 2008)
b. Music and Arts Scene: Brixton has always been a center of innovation, especially for entertainment and the arts. The neighborhood has produced several famous musicians, including the legendary David Bowie and The Clash band. The development of reggae and ska music in Brixton, driven by the Caribbean society has left an indelible mark on British music culture (Tibbalds, 2023) . Brixton's rich arts sector, which includes galleries, street art, and film theaters, has also influenced the larger cultural environment, stimulating creative individuals and businesses around the UK. 
c. Social Activism: Brixton has a long history of social activity and political engagement, stretching back to the twentieth-century civil rights struggles. The Brixton Riots, which were spurred by long-standing concerns of racial injustice, police brutality, and economic distress, brought international attention to the neighborhood in the 1980s. These events brought social justice and systematic racism to the forefront of public consciousness, sparking broader debates and activism in the UK and around the world. (Brixton Green (2008b)
By examining Brixton's interactions with wider society, we gain insights into the complex dynamics of urban life, cultural identity, and social justice in the modern world.
[bookmark: _Toc153389209]APPROACHES TO DEVELOPMENT
Throughout Brixton's development trajectory, conscious efforts have been undertaken to revitalize the city's urban environment. Urban renewal initiatives that have had a major impact on reshaping neighbourhoods, fostering a sense of community pride, and drawing in businesses. (Alshahibi, 2010).
The Brixton Design Trail is a great example of how innovative and creative interventions can be potent catalysts for redevelopment of cities. This annual event, often held in tandem with the London Design Festival, transforms Brixton's streets into a vibrant canvas that showcases cutting-edge design pieces (Simmons, 2020). 
Figure 3 Brixton Design Trail 2018 Effra Space
[image: ]
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Source: https://thebrixtonproject.com/projects/brixton-design-trail/
In addition to enhancing the area's aesthetic appeal, these pieces serve as discussion starters, sparking debate regarding the objectives and character of the neighborhood. (Urban, 2019).
The Brixton Design Trail has embraced and fostered diversity and multicultural heritage, celebrating the unique contributions of different communities to the area's cultural landscape. However engaging diverse communities with varying interests and priorities can be challenging, particularly if there are barriers to participation such as language, socioeconomic status, or cultural differences. (One Journey, 2023)
Furthermore, the Brixton Green project takes an upward trajectory as opposed to community-led initiatives that employ an approach based on hierarchy (Brixton Green, 2008). This strategy gives local residents direct control over the development of cities approaches to decision-making. Brixton Green provides residents with a sense of community belonging (Brixton Green, 2008b). By actively including the local population in the manner in which decisions are made, it ensures that the growth aligns with the needs, values, and objectives of the Brixton community. It recognises Brixton's diversity and ensures every individual living there, particularly those from historically excluded groups, gets their voices heard and is taken into consideration when making decisions about the neighborhood's future (Brixton Green, 2008b).  Community-led projects usually prioritize sustainability on both interpersonal and economic levels. Brixton Green's approach is likely to focus on green spaces, the cultural preservation of the region, and a commitment to creating a community that will thrive for a long time afterward (Brixton Green, 2008b). 
Effective communication strategies have been essential in involving Brixton's heterogeneous populace. Customized messaging has been employed, acknowledging the nuanced cultural variances and relating to the values of the community. This involves targeted programs that address social and healthcare problems unique to Brixton in order to ensure that residents receive information in a way that is appropriate of their cultural heritage (Mail and Honey PR, 2022).
[bookmark: _Toc153389210]BEHAVIOURAL CHANGE AND CHALLENGES
Behavioral change in Brixton, as in any community, involves understanding and influencing the attitudes, beliefs, and actions of individuals and groups to achieve desired outcomes ( ). Several key concepts relevant to promoting behavioral change in Brixton are Social Norms, Social Networks, Community Engagement amongst others. 
· Social Norms: Social norms are unwritten rules or expectations that govern behavior within a society or community. Understanding existing social norms in Brixton is crucial for identifying barriers to change and designing interventions that align with prevailing cultural values and expectations. One challenge this concept poses to the community is that Brixton has undergone significant demographic changes over the years, including gentrification and the influx of new residents. These demographic shifts can result in clashes or tensions between different groups with varying norms and values, complicating efforts to establish consensus around desired behaviors. (Reed, 1982)
· Social Networks: Social networks play a significant role in shaping behavior by influencing social norms, providing support and encouragement, and facilitating the spread of ideas and behaviors. Identifying influential individuals and groups within Brixton's social networks and engaging them as champions for change can amplify the impact of behavioral change interventions and promote adoption at a larger scale (Lambeth Council, 2023a)
However, this initiative might be challenged by the presence of multiple social networks, including those based on ethnicity, religion, profession, and interests, and could lead to fragmentation and limited cohesion within the community. Identifying and engaging with these diverse networks to promote behavioral change may require extensive outreach and coordination efforts. (Tibbalds, 2023)
[bookmark: _Toc153389211]ANALYSIS
Analysis must take into account the most recent findings on community development and behaviour modification. Studies examining successful resolutions in various metropolitan contexts could provide insightful viewpoints pertinent to Brixton. I've chosen two papers to analyse for this:
· The Tanga International Competence Center (TICC) launched a health campaign effort in Tanga District, Tanzania. Hovland et al. (2021) examine the complexities of the current initiative in the qualitative investigation titled "Experiences from Cross-Cultural Collaboration in Health Campaigns in Tanzania.". The staff of TICC, local youth, and foreign learners work together on the campaign. Using a targeted indigenous approach, the study finds that participants thought the collaboration among cultures went well. Success was largely attributed to having enough time, adapting to the local environment, and being aware of the demands of the target audiences. Cultural components like role-playing and music were essential for drawing in viewers. After the campaigns, the participants saw improvements in the the community's health-related behaviors, underscoring the importance of such programs in places where access to healthcare information is scarce. In general, the research highlights the advantages of interdisciplinary cooperation in health initiatives to enhance health literacy and foster favorable health consequences in marginalized populations, a finding that may prove advantageous for Brixton (Hovland et al., 2021).
· An "Instrument Set of Adjustment Approaches" is introduced in a separate piece titled "Behaviour Change Interventions to Improve the Health of Racial and Ethnic Minority Populations: A Tool Kit of Adaptation Approaches" in order tackle the difficulty of customizing actions to change behaviour for racial and cultural minority communities in the United Kingdom. The guide provides professionals, policymakers, and academics with a structure in recognition of the dearth of direction in this field (Davidson et al., 2013). Using an integrated approach, the study concentrated on treatments for minority communities' better nutrition, physical exercise, and halting smoking. The toolbox consists of a route to adaptation, a typology of adaptation techniques, and change, a choice tool with useful advice. The toolkit is based on evidence and is intended to assist in the creation, planning, and execution of health behavior change interventions for marginalized populations. It highlights the importance of scientific assessment in a range of contexts (Davidson et al., 2013).
[bookmark: _Toc153389212]RECOMMENDATIONS
In order to promote additional expansion and advancement in Brixton, it is imperative to take into account evidence-based suggestions that tackle the distinct obstacles and prospects faced by the neighborhood. Here are several evidence-based recommendations:
· Affordable Housing Policies: Brixton, like many urban areas, faces a housing affordability crisis characterized by skyrocketing rents and property prices, which outpace income growth and create barriers to homeownership and rental affordability. Affordable housing policies are essential for ensuring that residents of all income levels, including low and moderate-income earners, have access to safe, stable, and affordable housing options. 
· Mixed-Use Development: Mixed-use development fosters social interaction and community engagement by bringing together residents, workers, and visitors from different backgrounds and demographics. Shared public spaces, such as parks, plazas, and community centers, provide opportunities for socializing, cultural exchange, and civic participation, strengthening the social fabric of Brixton..
· Support for Local Businesses: Local businesses are the backbone of Brixton's economy, providing goods, services, and employment opportunities for residents. By supporting local businesses, Brixton can stimulate economic growth, create jobs, and generate revenue that circulates within the community, contributing to overall prosperity and resilience.
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