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A Video Review: 
Battle of Loudoun Hill 1307, First War of Scottish Independence (Part 4)

	Battle of Loudoun Hill 1307, First War of Scottish Independence (Part 4) is found on the HistoryMarche YouTube channel. HistoryMarche creates animated history videos or documentaries. The videos are made by a large team credited at the end of their videos and they are supported through followers on Patreon, Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. They are sponsored by various businesses who they promote during a few minutes of their videos. Their videos are available for free with ads or ad free and able to view sooner for those who support them through their Patreon. In this video, they are sponsored by Ground News.
	HistoryMarche does well at filling their videos with a lot of information in an entertaining and illustrative way. They seem to have good understanding of what draws and keep people’s attention and how to convey information in a simple way to help with understanding through the use of graphics, narration, movement, sound and text.
	Battle of Loudoun Hill 1307, First War of Scottish Independence (Part 4) is a graphic documentary of the rising of Robert the Bruce to becoming the king of Scottland and a great leader who had a major role in bringing about Scottish independence and unifying the nation. While the video is specifically about the Battle of Loudoun Hill and goes into most detail about that battle, it does give a briefer overview of smaller battles as well as certain acts and events that were significant in Robert the Bruce’s history and part in fighting for Scottland’s independence. Some of the pivotal events being when he chooses to join his people over his alliance with King Edward I, killing Comyn, and being crowned King of Scotland in Scone.
	The information in the video is conveyed through graphics and narration. It’s done in a simple enough way to understand the basics and yet there is also information laid out in creative and narrative ways that provide many layers to an onion of knowledge. Firstly, graphics lend themselves to geographical knowledge of the battles and history though the use of narration while moving graphics around a map of the British Isles. Secondly, there is detail and emphasis on figures represented by a banner with an image of them and red or yellow banners to the sides of their portrait to signify which side they are on, yellow for Scottland and red for England. Color also conveys the geography of which nation has hold of what areas as the colored areas of the land shift throughout the video. The armies are shown as red or yellow squares, rectangles or dots depending on the amount of people and battle formations. Thirdly, the video transitions between the map and illustrative scenes, like when talking about Robert the Bruce knighting William Wallace and scenes of ambush first when Pembroke attacks Robert the Bruce and his camp during the night at Methven and again when Robert the Bruce’s army ambushes Pembroke’s army as they try to approach at Glen Trool. While the narration informs of one part, the graphics tell more as well as aiding in the understanding of the spoken words.
	Movement is utilized very well in the telling of the history and keeping one engaged in the content. Through zooming in and out on the map they focus on more detailed narrative in a smaller area, and through the line, direction, and order they move the shapes in, tell of the path or route likely taken. There are many things to keep your attention. Pop-up speech balloons and scrolls, or just slight movement in the banner flags on the sides of the portrait, it all aids the viewer’s attentiveness. There’s even slight movement in their illustrative scenes, while they are not overly active, they have slight movement like fire ablaze or peoples arms and swords moving slowly back and forth. They know that movement draws the eye and they use it to add more layers of the onion into a shorter period of time. 
	While the graphics support the narration, the creators support it even further with the sound. Background music goes from a slower tune to a faster, urgent tune providing more tension during times of conflict or disagreement. Foley sounds back other graphics like the opening of scrolls that pop up to inform of dates and other added information, or bird whistling in the illustration of Robert the Bruce knighting William Wallace as they are gathered in a forest. The sounds are subtle to aid and not distract.
	Text is the other way they aid the narrative and layer the onion. Many speech balloons aid the narrative in light, simple dialog. The dialog is very short and perhaps comedic, serving as entertainment as well as creating a way of relating to the historical figures. Text is also pulled out on scrolls informing of dates and other helpful information; for example, near the beginning, providing a family tree for Robert the Bruce (an excellent tool since there is more than one Robert the Bruce and so it is clarified which one they are talking about). Text and image are also used in an impactful way as they quote Robert the Bruce when he made the pivotal decision to join the Scots and leave his allegiance to England. The text is large and overlays a still image of Robert the Bruce on horse outside the castle. Its placement is optimal as well. While his portrait, from shoulders up, fills the right side of the screen, the texts fills the left side, the direction he is facing, as if his image was speaking. It also leads you back to the text since we read from left to right and our gaze will follow his. We look where others look. It is also significant that the picture is still. The text in this scene is the only movement as it added to the picture. With one more layer of intensity on the quote, the narrator reads it aloud. All the tools are used to draw attention to the quote and it’s significance, taking out anything extra that might distract.
	There is more that could be said, but in conclusion, Battle of Loudoun Hill 1307, First War of Scottish Independence (Part 4) was a very well-made informative video, utilizing many tools to keep one attentive and learning. HistoryMarche used tools, such as graphics, sounds, text, color, placement and movement, to effectively focus the viewer on the most important parts and conveyed information in a very packed yet digestible way.
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