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[bookmark: _Toc225346927]Introduction 
 This report outlines how I developed a multi-page website focused on Senegalese cuisine, which allowed me to combine my technical web development skills with cultural exploration. The website, created using HTML and CSS, includes three main pages: Home, Meals, and Desserts. My goal was to design a visually engaging and user-friendly platform that introduces visitors to the richness of Senegalese food.
During the design process, I aimed to create a balance between aesthetics and functionality. It was essential to ensure that the website not only looked appealing but also enabled users to access information quickly and effortlessly. I carefully considered key web development principles, including layout design, navigation structure, usability, accessibility, and search engine optimisation (SEO) throughout the project.
By focusing on both design and technical aspects, the final website provides an informative and structured experience for users, while demonstrating my understanding of modern web development practices.
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[bookmark: _Toc225346929]Purpose:
The primary purpose of the website is to present information about Senegalese cuisine in an engaging and accessible format. The aim was to provide users with the opportunity to explore traditional meals, desserts, and drinks, while also understanding the cultural significance behind each dish.
Another key objective is to demonstrate the ability to design and develop a well-structured website using HTML and CSS. This includes applying effective layout techniques, maintaining consistent styling, and incorporating interactive elements to enhance the overall user experience. The website is also designed to offer a smooth and intuitive experience, encouraging users to navigate different sections with ease and without confusion.
[bookmark: _Toc225346930]Subject matter
The website focuses on Senegalese cuisine, renowned for its bold flavours, fresh ingredients, and rich cultural identity. It features traditional dishes such as Thieboudienne, which is widely regarded as the national dish, alongside other popular meals like Yassa Chicken and Mafe, showcasing the diversity of Senegalese food.
In addition to main courses, the website includes desserts such as Thiakry, made from couscous and yoghurt, as well as traditional drinks like Bissap and Bouye. These additions provide users with a more comprehensive understanding of Senegalese cuisine and its food culture.
Cultural elements play a significant role in the content. In Senegal, food is deeply connected to community and social interaction, with meals often shared among family and friends. The concept of hospitality, known as “Teranga,” is central to Senegalese culture and is reflected in how food is prepared and served. By incorporating these cultural aspects, the website creates a more meaningful and informative experience for its users.
[bookmark: _Toc225346931]Intended audience 
The website is designed for a diverse audience, including students, food enthusiasts, and individuals interested in learning about different cultures. It is particularly suitable for users who may not have previous knowledge of Senegalese cuisine, as the content is presented in a clear and accessible manner.
To support this audience, the design emphasises simplicity and clarity. The layout is structured to facilitate straightforward navigation, allowing users to move easily between pages. Content is organised into well-defined sections that are easy to read and understand.
Visual elements, such as images, are incorporated to enhance the user experience and provide context for the information presented. By maintaining simple and consistent navigation, the website remains accessible to a wide range of users, helping them engage with the content more effectively and improving overall comprehension.
[bookmark: _Toc225346932]Implementation 
[bookmark: _Toc225346933]Screenshots of the Webpages
The website was developed using HTML for content structure and CSS for visual presentation. A consistent layout was applied across all pages to create a cohesive and professional design. Each page includes a navigation bar, a hero section, and structured content sections.
The navigation bar is located at the top of each page and provides links to the Home, Meals, and Desserts pages, ensuring that users can easily navigate between sections. Hover effects were added to the navigation links to provide visual feedback and improve interactivity.
Each page features a hero section at the top, designed to create a strong first impression. These sections include background images with text overlays, effectively introducing the content in a visually appealing way. The homepage offers an overview of Senegalese cuisine, while the Meals and Desserts pages focus on more specific topics.
To organise the content effectively, a grid layout was implemented using CSS. Information is displayed in cards, each containing headings, text, and images. This structure enhances readability by breaking content into smaller sections, preventing the website from appearing cluttered.
Images play a crucial role in the design, helping to illustrate the dishes and making the website more engaging. CSS properties such as width, height, object-fit, and border-radius were utilised to ensure that images are displayed correctly and consistently.
Styling was managed through an external CSS file, allowing for a uniform design across all pages and making the code easier to maintain. Colours were carefully chosen to create a clean and modern appearance, while spacing and typography were adjusted to enhance readability.
Interactive features were also incorporated to improve the user experience. Hover effects on the cards create subtle animations when users interact with elements, making the website feel more dynamic. These design choices contribute to a more engaging and user-friendly interface.
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[bookmark: _Toc225346936]HTML Validation
Validation is a crucial step in ensuring that a website functions correctly and adheres to recognised web standards. During the development process, I conducted both HTML and CSS validation to confirm that the code complied with these standards.
[image: ]For HTML validation, I used the W3C HTML Validator. I thoroughly reviewed the code to ensure that all elements were properly structured, correctly nested, and syntactically correct. The validation process revealed no errors, indicating that the HTML was well-written and met the required standards.
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CSS validation was performed using the W3C CSS Validator. I reviewed the stylesheet to ensure that all properties and values were used correctly and that the syntax was accurate. The results confirmed that there were no errors, as shown in the image below. This indicates that the CSS is valid and applied consistently throughout the website.
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[bookmark: _Toc225346939]Part A 
Website usability-
Website usability refers to how easily users can interact with a website and achieve their goals efficiently. A user-friendly website allows visitors to navigate clearly, find information quickly, and understand content without confusion[1]. Key elements of usability include a consistent layout, intuitive navigation, readable text, and responsive design.
Research shows that usability is directly linked to user satisfaction; users tend to prefer websites that are simple, predictable, and easy to use[2]. Conversely, if a website is poorly designed, users are more likely to leave, which reduces its overall effectiveness.
From my research, I have learned that usability encompasses more than just appearance; it also focuses on how efficiently users can complete their tasks. Therefore, effective usability design aims to reduce complexity and enhance clarity.
[bookmark: _Toc225346941]Website accessibility:
Website accessibility ensures that digital content is accessible and usable by people with a variety of abilities, including those with visual, auditory, or cognitive impairments. An accessible website removes barriers and promotes inclusivity.
Accessibility features include alternative text for images, proper use of headings, good colour contrast, and keyboard navigation[3]. These elements assist users who rely on assistive technologies, such as screen readers.
Recent research shows that accessibility not only enhances inclusivity but also improves overall usability, as accessible designs tend to be clearer and easier for all users to understand. The Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) provide a structured framework to support these efforts[4].
In my view, accessibility is essential in modern web development, as it ensures equal access to information for all users.
[bookmark: _Toc225346942]Search engine optimisation
Search Engine Optimisation (SEO) is the process of enhancing a website's visibility in search engine results pages. Well-optimised websites are more likely to rank higher in search results, making them easier for users to find[5].
SEO techniques include using structured headings, relevant keywords, descriptive titles, and alternative text for images. These elements help search engines understand the content and context of a website.
Research shows that well-structured websites with clear content and proper metadata significantly improve search engine performance[6]. Therefore, SEO is a crucial factor in increasing website traffic and visibility.
From my research, I've learned that SEO is not just about keywords; it also involves structure, clarity, and user experience.
[bookmark: _Toc225346943]Part B 
[bookmark: _Toc225346944]	Usefulness (Usability and Utility)
In developing my website, my goal was to create a platform that is both useful and user-friendly. The website offers information about Senegalese cuisine, including meals, desserts, and cultural elements, making it informative for visitors.
From a usability perspective, I employed a consistent layout across all pages. The navigation bar allows users to easily move between sections, while the grid layout organises content clearly. I also used cards to separate information, making it easier to read and comprehend.
Based on the usability principles discussed in the research, I believe the website is effective because it is simple, structured, user-friendly, and easy to navigate. However, I recognise that further improvements, such as adding search functionality, could enhance usability further.
[bookmark: _Toc225346945] 	Search Engine Optimisation (SEO)
I applied basic SEO techniques during the development of my website. I utilised headings, structured content, and descriptive titles to enhance how search engines interpret the pages. I ensured that images had meaningful file names to support SEO efforts.
While these foundational techniques are effective, research indicates that advanced SEO methods, such as meta descriptions and keyword optimisation, can further improve visibility. Unfortunately, these strategies were not fully implemented on my website. I could say the website has a solid foundation for SEO, but there is room for improvement to boost its search engine ranking.
[bookmark: _Toc225346946] 	Accessibility:
I prioritised accessibility during the design process of my website. I made sure that the text is clear and readable, and that the layout is simple and consistent. These features contribute to making the website easier to use for a diverse range of users.
Based on accessibility guidelines and research, there are areas for improvement. For example, enhancing the colour contrast and testing the website with accessibility tools would help make it more inclusive. While my website meets the basic accessibility requirements, further enhancements could improve its accessibility for all users.
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	Area
	Website 1
	Website 2

	Weblink of the Website
	https://www.bbc.co.uk  
	https://www.gov.uk

	Usability
	The BBC website provides a visually rich experience with a large amount of content. However, this can sometimes make navigation more complex.
	GOV.UK uses a simple and structured design, allowing users to quickly find information with minimal effort.

	Accessibility
	The BBC includes accessibility features such as captions and alternative text, but the layout can feel overwhelming.
	GOV.UK prioritises accessibility with clear text, strong contrast, and simple navigation.

	SEO
	The BBC uses advanced SEO techniques, including structured data and metadata.
	GOV.UK also uses effective SEO, focusing on clarity and organisation.

	Mobile Friendliness
	The BBC website is responsive but can appear crowded on smaller screens.
	GOV.UK maintains a clean and simple layout across all devices.

	Conclusion
	The BBC is content-rich and engaging but slightly complex.
	GOV.UK is more effective overall due to its simplicity, accessibility, and usability.
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<!DOCTYPE html>
<html lang="en">
<head>
<title>Senegalese Food</title>
<link rel="stylesheet" href="style.css">
</head>
<body class="home">

<header>
<nav>
<a href="index.html" class="active">Home</a>
<a href="meals.html">Meals</a>
<a href="desserts.html">Desserts</a>
</nav>
</header>

Document checking completed. No errors or warnings to show.

Used the HTML parser.
Total execution time 3 milliseconds.
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<IDOCTYPE html>
<html lang="en">

<head>
<titlesMeals</title>
<link rel="stylesheet" href="style.css">
</head>
<body class="meals">
<header>
<nav>
<a href="index.html">Home</a>

<a href="meals.html" class="active">Meals</a>
<a href="desserts.html">Desserts</a>
</nav>
</header>

Document checking completed. No errors or warnings to show.

Used the HTML parser.
Total execution time 3 milliseconds.
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This tool is an ongoing experiment in better HTML checking, and its behavior remains subject to change
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<!DOCTYPE html>
<html lang="en">
<head>
<title>Desserts</title>
<link rel="stylesheet" href="style.css">

</head>
<body class="desserts">
<header>
<nav>
<a href="index.html">Home</a>

<a href="meals.html">Meals</a>
<a href="desserts.html" class="active">Desserts</a>
</nav>
</header>

Document checking completed. No errors or warnings to show.

Used the HTML parser.
Total execution time 3 milliseconds.





image9.png
&\3 The W3C CSS Validation Service

w3c ligator resuls for T

Jump to: Validated CSS

W3C CSS Validator results for TextArea (CSS level 3 + SVG)

Congratulations! No Error Foun

This document validates as CSS level 3 + SVG !

To show your readers that you've taken the care to create an interoperable Web page, you may display this icon on any page that validates. Here is the XHTML you could use to add this icon to your
Web page:

<p>
<a href="https://jigsaw.u3.org/css-validator/check/referer”>
<img styl. dth:88px;height:31px”
wac src="https: //jigsaw.u3.org/css-validator/inages/vcss™
alt="Valid CS5!" />
</a>
</p>
<p>

<a href="https://jigsaw.u3.org/css-validator/check/referer”>

<img styl. :88px; height:31px”
src="https://jigsaw.u3.org/css-validator/images/vcss-blue”
alt="Valid CS5!" />

</a>
</p>
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