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This assignment will consider the use of the term ‘Terrorism’ by demonstrating a critical analysis of this term by differing authors. It will also use examples of terrorist groups who carry out acts of this behaviour and discuss what underpins the justification by these groups to behave in this way. A comparison of different types of terrorist behaviours will be used. An outline of legislation that governs the criminality of this behaviour and why it is necessary will also be discussed. A conclusion will identify the findings from the research undertaken and provide possible explanations as to why particular groups consider their actions to be necessary and why it is a complex topic. 

Terrorism is described by the Crown prosecution service as a use or threat of action towards another person or group of people anywhere within the world. The use of such action is largely considered to take place in order to change the actions or stop the actions of a particular government. In its process it is intimidating and frightening to the public due to its additional purpose of progressing racial, religious, political or ideological foundation (cps, 2020). Crenshaw (1981) discusses how violence is used toward gaining change required by the terrorist group by the use of attack in a pre-meditated fashion. However, the term terrorism is also discussed by Crenshaw (2007) as too complex a topic for a definition to be absolute. 

Approaches to defining terrorism are undertaken by legal, academic and political bodies however, there are always going to be differing values to each of these bodies which adds to the complexity of compiling an agreed definition. However, within research, legislative documentation, articles and publications a consistent finding when describing terrorism are the use of words such as violence, political, fear, terror, threats and psychological effects. This consistency in relation to the negative impact the act of terrorism has led to the need for definition or description to be included in the relevant legislation that governs this type of criminal behaviour. 

As highlighted, the descriptions of terrorism are normally multifaceted and debated, because of the ferocity and violence of terrorism, the term has a high demand and popular usage which in time has developed an intense disgrace (Philips, 2020). It is important the term terrorism is understood clearly as a definition for this would provide a method of accurately researching and collating data to enable government to revise legislation. A definition would also enable ease of learning for the future and provide a clear understanding of where terrorism is occurring so that it does not get confused or overlap with other methods of criminal behaviour such a protest.  

Within the Terrorism Act 2000, it highlights that it is considered as an offence “that does not require positive action” this is considered as “state of affairs or situational offences”. These types of offences need to be carefully considered when criminal liability is being measured due to the aforementioned behaviours associated with terrorist acts (Smith et al, 42).  

Within the Terrorism Act 2006 it is focused on making provision for and about offences which are in relation to certain conduct which is carried out or being capable of being carried out for certain purposes which are connected with terrorism, amends representations relating to terrorism, to amend the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 and the Intelligence Services Act 1994 (legislation.gov.uk, 2006). 

The main provisions for the Terrorism Act 2006 are to give police powers which can allow them to hold terrorist suspects between 14 to 28 days without needing to charge. By encouraging others to directly or indirectly inciting them to commit acts of terrorism will be made a criminal offence (theguardian.com, 2009). The need to criminalise an individual or group at the stage of planning or consideration of planning a terrorist act is necessary due to the destruction and devastation it causes to innocent people. This criminalisation is consistent across countries as the impact is often on multiple communities across the world at any one given time.  

In some circumstances the Human Rights Act 1998 can be deemed as having conflicting messages with terrorism legislation, as individuals have their own independent rights too when those dealing with assessing issues of criminalisation are gathering evidence to do so. An example of this is stated by O’Byrne (2003) that “In many countries people are detained for trying to exercise their rights to freedom of expression, association, assembly, or movement. Some are imprisoned because they or their families are involved in political or religious activities.”

There are a variety of groups considered to be involved and at the fore of terrorism. Terrorism associated with international groups such as Al Qaeda and the Islamic state cause a threat as they have ownership of land within areas that do not have any specific governing bodies. This makes an easy path for them to be able to set up and control training regimes in addition to making plans for terrorist attacks. They use extremism in their justification of the Islamic religious views they align to and demonstrate in their actions that they have the motivation and plan to carry out multifaceted attacks upon the western world. Their planning also includes the use of recruiting and training individuals within the western world to support and be party to their plans for attack (MI5 - The Security Service, 2020). 


The terrorist group Al Qaeda was set up by a male leader, Osama Bin Laden based in Afghanistan which was following from the US-backed Afghan mujahedeen fighting to expel soviet forces. This group was founded in the 1990s. It was largely to support associated groups to deliver training to quash plans within their own countries. This was called internal Jihad (Gunaratna, 2010, pg. 1046). Al Qaeda had ideology aims and motivations which included the religious war against the US, to remove US forces from Saudi Arabia and Gulf, Liberate Jerusalem from Israelis, overthrow the un-Islamic governments of the region and to restore the caliphate or pan Islamic ruler. 

This organisation continues to function in an intensely organised manner including worldwide measures to continue in its path and purpose. The organisation is supported strongly by its members and has a strong leadership and membership dedicated to their cause. The Al Qaeda group has become more resilient over time and growth as it has adapted and developed which includes expanding its agencies within the organisation. Currently there are seven agencies within six areas (Gunaratna, 2010, pg. 1045).

Al- Qaeda is a global terrorist network which has links to radical groups in Central Asia, Algeria, Kashmir, cross the middle east, Philippines and in Europe and North America. It is accused of thousands of deaths in the 11 September attacks which have taken place on the US and other attacks around the world. 

Although the main concept for Al Qaeda is to conquest the apostate the government in power in the Middle east and replace them with what they call “true” Islamic governments, the main and focused enemy for Al Qaeda is the United Sates, this sees the main cause of problems in the Middle east. Al Qaeda believes that by targeting the US it will in time tempt the US to end support for Muslim state regimes and will eventually withdraw from the region altogether thus leaving the regimes vulnerable to attack from within (Byman, 2015). 

These groups have very specific beliefs to which govern their plans and how they go about implementing these. Originating beliefs stem from the Islamic faith and the guidance of the Koran as a scripture of how to behave and rules to follow. However, the Koran states “You shall not kill your children for fear of want. We will provide for them and for you. To kill them is a grievous sin” (Dawood, 2003, p.199), which is very different to the behaviours that are imposed by acts of terrorism as children are not considered during acts and are often killed, seriously injured or harmed by these acts. The Koran also states “You shall not kill any man whom God has forbidden you to kill, except for a just cause” (Dawood, 2003, p.199) which raises additional concern and debate as the leadership of terrorist groups appear to have such an influential force they have imposed actions upon those within the organisations to act in a manner that does not always coincide with the religious scripture as they interpret things differently to the underlying meaning or value to fit with the ideology they have created for their group or cause.  

Terrorism is an action that causes harm, destruction and more concerning death to others who are often innocent when the event takes place. This type of pre-meditated action of terrorist groups affects innocent people widespread and incudes children. An example of such an action is that of the London bombing attacks that took place in July 2005. The incident involved explosions which tore through three trains on the London underground, this killed 39 people, an hour later another bomb was detonated on the top deck of a bus which also killed 13 people. More than 700 people were injured in the four attacks. The outcome was that more than 700 got injured in the attack in the attack and many were killed (Ray, 2020). The world has experienced a number of significant terrorist attacks over the past few decades. The public are now more aware due to media publication and government warnings which provides insight and knowledge to be vigilant and report concerns in this regard. Government involvement is vast and co-ordinated across the world to limit impact and harm to innocent people with the goal to intercepting plans and stopping attacks taking place (HM Government, 2018). 

Another terrorist attack that was undertaken by the Al Qaeda Islamic extremist group took place on September 11th, 2001 whereby nineteen activists collectively hijacked four airplanes with the intention and outcome of completing suicide attacks on American targets. One plane was due to be flown into the Washington however, it was taken over by passengers which resulted in it crashing into a field in Pennsylvania. Another plane was flown into the Pentagon, the Headquarters of the US department of Defence in Virginia and two planes were flown directly into the twin towers of the World Trade Centre, Manhattan. The result of these attacks caused almost 3000 people to be killed (History.com, 2020). Additionally, there were also 25000 people injured due to this attack.  

In order to successfully gain the outcome desired by this terrorist organisation, a very detailed and intricate plan was undertaken to achieve their desired goal. These types of preparations are referred to as intelligence and counterintelligence. This type of intense provision of planning provided the group with a level of control which allowed them to have significant control and confidence in their plan and subsequent action. In order to instil the plan successfully the group had a been able to form positive assessments and ensure the plan was secure before commencing. This outcome also assisted in the message to the rest of the world that this group were not idealistic but in fact true to the threats they highlight they would use (Llardi, 2008).   

Terrorist attacks as discussed often involve members of the extremist groups to follow strong beliefs they hold that it is their duty to serve the group to achieve the desired outcomes. This includes them devoting themselves to the cause to such an extent that suicide is deemed necessary to achieve these outcomes (Borum, 2004).  Terrorists are not often likely to undertake themselves as experimental matters from looking at their activities from afar can sometimes lead to the wrong assumptions. According to DeAngelis, (2009) “One group's terrorist is another group's freedom fighter, as the millions of Arabs who support Palestinian suicide bombers will attest”. 

Another terrorist group which is often associated with Al Qaeda by the media and the public is ISIL This group have similar regimes and ideologies; however, they present an emphasis on detaining individuals such as journalists who enter their territory. Although this does not affect a mass group at any one time, it does present a significant impact upon governments by way of its message. Individuals caught up in this are often tortured, maimed or killed if the terrorist group do not succeed in claiming their requests to the relevant governments they intend to influence. 
“ISIL has reportedly detained dozens of foreign journalists and aid workers. In September 2013, members of the group kidnapped and killed the commander of Ahrar ash-Sham after he intervened to protect members of a Malaysian Islamic charity. In January 2014” (Home office, 2020). 

In terms of criminalising a person who plans to carry out a suicide attack, this is often very challenging to achieve as the knowledge of when, how and where attacks are planned proves difficult to find within sufficient time for the police, security, government and intelligence services to catch a person planning this or to catch a person before the act is carried out. 

Throughout this assignment the discussion has been surrounded by the complexities associated with acts of terrorism and the impact this has upon innocent people. It is evident that extremist views in relation to Islamic culture and religion are sadly distorted. Terrorism within the current climate causes mass harm and destruction which costs financially, emotionally and physically to those it effects and their community. Causing significant harm, pain, torture or death in a pre-meditated fashion linked to political, religious and cultural beliefs ultimately separates terrorism from any other criminal act. 
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