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The argument surrounding if criminals are born or made has been a controversial topic since the 18th century, with both sides having several different theories to support the argument. Are criminals born or made ties in with the nature vs nurture argument, nature is to do with the genetic inheritance of a person while nurture is about external factors such as environmental (Hegger, 2015). When speaking about the nature aspect of this argument, you will find several different theories to back up this idea. Nature focusses its studies on criminals being born bad, due to their genetics. It explains that there can be differences with an individual's brain that makes them think or act differently to other members of our society (Cherry, 2020). Looking at the effects of the nurture argument, topics such as family and the environment show us how a person's surroundings could potentially influence their criminal behaviour. Founded in 1892, the Chicago school of criminology focussed their attention onto the link between crime rates and certain neighbourhoods, adapting the theory of social disorganisation. Henry D. Mckay and Clifford Shaw were two prominent members of the school, together they examined a certain area that was populated by juveniles ranging from the ages of 10 to 16 years old (The Scottish Centre for Crime & Justice Research, no date given). In order to gather their findings, they accumulated various data from areas, for example, crime statistics. With this information, Mckay and Shaw were able to find a link between certain areas and their crime rates in relation to juveniles and social groups, these areas were then described as zone two. A key piece of information was highlighted by Shaw and Mckay during these studies, he had noticed that the certain areas that have a high crime rate have an exceedingly transient population. A transient population is when there is a constant flow of individuals moving in and out of the area. To conclude their findings, Shaw and Mckay explained that they believed there was a correlation between their findings that young people learn from their interactions through their lives and what they experience. However, due to these areas having high crime rates, younger people are learning from older individuals as these are predominantly the individuals who cause trouble. This only adds to the issue as it prevents younger people from guidance out of a life of crime (Criminological theory, no date given). Despite this, there are some disadvantages that came with this theory. For example, mental illnesses or a person's personal wellbeing was not considered when it came to recording the data for this theory. This means that you could get inaccurate or unfair results. As well as this, it is also hard to gather individual data from group data, this could lead to inaccurate findings resulting in predictions being made (Ether, 2020). 
Another theory that supports the nurture argument is the strain theory. This theory was first developed in 1938 by Robert Merton, it consists of two major features, structural factors and cultural factors. Structural factors are the opportunities that society holds, such as resources like housing. Whereas cultural factors relate to the individuals themselves and their drive to achieve goals (Agnew, 2001, p4). The social strain theory explains that a person's behaviour can be determined by their social structure and that failure throughout an individual's life to achieve their goals has been a main factor towards committing crime (Jang et al, 2015, p 2-6). On the grounds of this theory, you tend to see it applying to those who live below the poverty line such as lower and some middle class. As a result of those not achieving the goals they had planned, they begin to see themselves as failures for not meeting societies expectations of how success is determined or expected. Therefore, people’s weaknesses begin to show, such as anger or frustration, as they spiral into a life of crime due to not falling into societies structure of success (Murphy et al, 2008, p7). Although this theory seems to reasonably make sense, there have been many criticisms made. The strain theory fails to include family related factors related to crime, meaning that inaccurate recordings were made as some individuals are surrounded by more criminal influences than others. As well as this, it has also been highlighted that there is a lack of evidence to support to correlation between crime and social class. Therefore, it cannot be said that crime is linked to those who are living in a lower-class society (Yilmaz et al, 2015, p2). 
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