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	Title of Dissertation:

The assimilation of the planet Uranus into the practice of Western astrology and its implications for the continual practice of astrology in contemporary culture


	Aims and Objectives:

The aim of this dissertation is to examine the process by which astrologers came to incorporate Uranus into the practice of astrology against the historical and cultural backdrop of change initiated by the revolution in science generally and, in particular, in astronomy. As part of this enquiry, a further objective will be to consider the extent to which the rationales used for the incorporation of Uranus into the practice of astrology have endured and gained acceptance amongst astrologers as a valid model for the incorporation of subsequent astronomical discoveries.

	Abstract 
It has been widely argued by scholars such as Mark Graubard that astrology is a fossil science and that the scientific/astronomical revolution of the seventeenth century caused the demise of astrology in Europe by exposing it as nothing but a superstitious belief.
 Franz Cumont, for example, stated that with the advent of celestial mechanics and spectrum analysis, astrology was reduced to ‘the most monstrous of all chimeras begotten of superstition’.
 Along similar lines, Ivan W. Kelly, Roger Culver and Peter J. Loptson maintain that ‘until the claims of astrologers can be repeatedly verified the stars should be used for the navigation of ships and not lives’.
 However, when Uranus was discovered in 1781 astrology was far from dead. It was half-way into a period of transition and reinvention that culminated at the end of the 19th century with its reemergence in a new form derived from Theosophy, as described by Nicholas Campion, among others.
 It could be argued that the discovery of Uranus becomes particularly significant in the process of mutation undertaken by astrology in several ways. To begin with, the new planet posed an unprecedented challenge to astrologers, as, until then, astrology consisted of a self-contained, closed system of planetary symbols. Second, the incorporation of Uranus appears to reinforce the argument that astrology, far from being a fossil, was intent on following a path of innovation, parallel to the development of science and astronomy, as argued, for example, by Patrick Curry and Mary Ellen Bowden, who maintains that when the reformers set about making astrology a modern science, they tried to establish a framework of principles consonant with the best contemporary physics and astronomy’ and ‘to use empirical evidence [...] for the modification of theory’.
 Third, amongst detractors, the discovery of the new planet was brandished as an argument to further discredit astrology as an unsound practice. This dissertation will examine this internal process of mutation and adaptation, how successful it has been in forging a new identity for astrology and how it relates to the wider historical and cultural picture.


	To which module/s of the MA does your topic related?

The topic of my dissertation tackles issues discussed in the modules The Medieval Cosmos, Astral Religions and Sky and Psyche.


	What papers have you completed in the MA which are relevant to this dissertation topic? List the module and the title of the paper/s. 
Introduction: “It is widely argued that astrology is a divinatory system. Do you agree?”

The Medieval Cosmos: The psychic structure of the medieval cosmos was as important as the physical.

Astral Religions: Write a critical review of the Introduction (pp. xi‐xvi) to Cumont, Franz, Astrology Among the Greeks and Romans, New York: Dover Publications 1960 [1911].

Sky and Psyche: Critically assess Jung's influence on modern western astrology, exploring at least three of his key ideas in the process.



	Methodology.

This dissertation will be entirely text-based. Primary sources will include numerous astrology books and journals published in English from the late 18th century to the present day, such as: Genethliacal Astrology by John Worsdale (1798), A Grammar of Astrology by Zadkiel (1849), Broughton’s Monthly Planet Reader and Astrological Journal by L.D. Broughton (1860 to 1869), Modern Astrology by Alan Leo (1895 to 1912), The astrology of personality by Dane Rudhyar (1936), The Modern Text Book of Astrology by Margaret Hone (1978), Prometheus the Awakener by Richard Tarnas (1995) and The Real Astrology by John Frawley (2000). These will be examined with the purpose of establishing the rationales and major themes underlying the process of assimilation of Uranus and to what extent these support or contribute to such process. In addition, consideration will be given to the approaches used for attributing meaning to Uranus and how these correlate with the wider historical and cultural background.
Secondary literature will be used to present the relevant academic framework and debates for the analysis, such as the impact of the scientific revolution. For example, The scientific revolution in astrology: the English reformers, 1558-1686 by Mary Ellen Bowden (1975), Astrology, Science and Culture by Patrick Curry (2004), Comets, popular culture and the birth of modern cosmology by Sara Schechner (1997) and The stars down to earth and other essays on the irrational in culture by Theodor Adorno (1994).
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	Time Schedule:

An outline of a likely timetable to completion. 

My intended date of completion is February 25, 2015, with intermediate monthly deadlines for individual chapters.
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