P146061	Research Proposal

Title & Background
The research that will be conducted will be aiming to find out ‘If Attending a Private School Hands an Advantage in Pursuing a Career in Professional Sports?’ This research question has always been a question that has always pondered my mind along with many minds of young children who dream of achieving the goals of becoming professional sports athletes. In a study in the Wales Institute of Social & Economic Research, Data & Methods which is conducted by Kimberly Horton, ‘1100 pupils in year six, eight and ten’ were asked about their future and ‘what kind of job they want to have when they are an adult’ (Horton, 2014). This is a study conducted in Wales and the responses are very much relevant to the research that is being conducted. Horton states that the ‘most popular responses were to do with sport’ with ‘10 percent’ of the pupils putting sport as their answers. The 124 pupils who said they wanted to be involved in sports, ‘30% want to be involved with football’ and 15% wanted a rugby related job’ (Horton, 2014). Everybody wants to know the keys to achieving success especially when it comes to achieving success in accomplishing a career in sports. Parents who dream of their children reaching professional success want to know how they can achieve this goal and if there are any loopholes or gaps that they are not aware of which can help their children achieve their dreams. This is the reason for this study as a student who had massive dreams and aspirations of trying to achieve professional success in sports. The ability to achieve success in sports was not as simple as being exceptional at the sports which led to achieving this goal. There were more to it which played a role in achieving this goal such as; did the learners have the right representation? Did the learner have the same opportunities as others? Did the school or sports club the learner was attending have enough power and facilities to allow the aspiring sports person to excel and achieve their goals?

It is a common theory that learners who attend a private school have a clear advantage in accomplishing professional success in sports. In 2015, 20 of England’s Rugby triumphant World Cup winning squad ‘attended private schools’ also, ‘61% of English Players in the Rugby Union Premiership’ attended ‘fee-paying schools’ (Wigmore, 2015). In the 2012 Olympics, ‘37% of Team GB’s Medals were won by athletes educated at private schools’, the England cricket team in 2015 who played in the first test against the West Indies, ‘eight of the eleven’ in the line-up had ‘attended independent schools’ (Wigmore, 2015). There seems to be a pattern here and this is the reason for the focus on this research question. It is so common that sports stars have been brought up through private education which leads to there being more emphasis on private schools to produce professional sports athlete. The problem with this theory is that all the talent and aspiring sports athlete who are attending public schools, are they getting recognised? Andy Reed OBE states in the article in the New Statesman that sports are ‘missing out on a wide range of potential players from large parts of the country’, Reed also states that ‘broadening the base of players would be a real benefit’ to sports (Wigmore, 2015). Andy Reed is emphasising on the same thing mentioned before that there are possibly many exceptional sports athletes around the country who are not getting recognised at all because they do not receive the same benefits as other aspiring sports athletes who have superior advantages like attending a private school. This is the reason for this research because there are possibly so many incredible athletes in the country who have not been recognised and the aim of this research is to find out the difference between private and public schools and the opportunities they are providing. This could be due to numerous reasons such as the school has better funding and facilities, the school may have greater opportunities to showcase their learners’ sports abilities and help get the learners recognised. If the private school emphasises on creating young sports stars, this could mean that the school prioritises sports massively in the curriculum which leads to more training, more opportunities and more sporting events to showcase their abilities. 

The National curriculum of England expresses and underlines an importance in ‘high quality physical education’ (Department for Education, 2013). The curriculum aims to inspire all pupils to be able to ‘succeed and excel in competitive sports’. This is very important to the research because it is clear that schools do try and emphasise importance in competitive sports and being successful. The curriculum also states in each of the four key stages that there are aims that schools want each pupil to be achieving in sports. In key stage one and two, the curriculum aims to have all pupil engaging in ‘competitive sports and activities’. In key stage three, schools want all pupils to take part in competitive sports ‘outside school through community links or sports clubs’. Lastly, key stage four, similar to key stage three wants learners to continue taking part in competitive sports through a sports club or community link which can allow them to be successful and enhance their talents (Department for Education, 2013). In relevance to the research, it is clear that the National curriculum does emphasise on trying to enhance learners talents in sports within the curriculum, this is also by providing goals and targets for pupils to achieve from key stage one to key stage four. It is well-defined that the National curriculum has these goals for young learners, but the real question is are all schools implementing these aims and targets in their establishment? Ofsted’s chief inspector Michael Wilshaw conveys that schools involvement in getting ‘students to take part in competitive sport’ have become an ‘optional extra in many schools’ (Wigmore, 2015). This is one of the problems when it comes to equal opportunities for learners who want to be successful in sport is that, is the school they are attending doing enough for them to help them achieve this goal? Some schools may put a massive importance in physical education and sports whereas other schools may not prioritise sport at all and treat sport as an optional extra as Michael Wilshaw stated. This is where the equal opportunities come into action because it is clearly not fair for learners who are not as schools that prioritise sports because it does not allow them the chance to showcase their abilities and enhance their talents. DeFraitas states in the New Statesman article that ‘if you have not got facilities, how can you encourage kids to play sports?’ (Wigmore, 2015). This is very accurate and DeFraitas has a very good point, some schools may not receive the same funding or have the same facilities as other schools. This can have a negative effect on the learners because if the facilities are not good enough, learners will not be encouraged to play sports. There is a domino effect in how this all works out because if a school is not putting effort in providing the facilities for sports, they will not be able to help young children achieve the aims and goals of the National curriculum. These little changes can play an enormous role in a young learner’s career who wants to achieve professional sports. 

Aims and Objectives 
This research needs to be done and needs to provide answers on whether there are equal opportunities in schools when it comes to enhancing and creating professional sports athletes. There are plenty of studies and theories that discuss whether private schools have an advantage over public schools, but this research will find out new knowledge that will give the answer to that question in Wales. This research will fill the gap and provide extensive in-depth knowledge on this topic. The first aim and objective that this research will be targeting is finding out if there are equal opportunities between public schools and private schools. These equal opportunities can be linked to many things such as funding, facilities and inclusivity to all sports. Sir Michael Wilshaw, the chief inspector for Ofsted states that public school need to ‘urgently improve the quality of competitive sport they offer’ as it was ‘average at best’, Wilshaw also goes on to say ‘private schools continue to dominate at elite level’ (Gibson, 2014). There is clear understanding that private schools athletes are more successful when it comes to competing at an elite level, but Wilshaw goes on and talks about the significance that headship make at a public school. Wilshaw implies that ‘heads who treat competitive sport with suspicion’ in public schools are ‘denying youngsters’ that opportunity to ‘encourage them to compete’ but Wilshaw emphasises by schools doing this it cements ‘social inequality that holds our nation back’ (Gibson, 2014). Naturally this approach from public schools will create a sense of inequality without intent but schools need to be aware of this and tackle this issue to prevent this problem. Another one of the aims that this research is targeting is are local sports teams getting involved with schools and finding out what contributions they can add to young learners careers through school. One of the key issues public schools may lack on is the ability to have ‘strong links with local clubs’, this is a very important issue because have a link with local clubs can offer the school extra ‘support, expertise and importantly, the facilities for young people to develop and excel’ (Gibson, 2014). These questions need to be answered and it will give the answer that is wanted. If a school has a good partnership with a local sports club, this can offer many opportunities to young individuals who are aspiring to be sports stars that attend public schools. These advantages to the schools can be very effective, it could be the use of the clubs sports facilities or professional coaches who can attend the schools to provide sessions and training the pupils. This link between school and sport clubs can provide an opportunity to allow learners to develop and excel their skills and gain their confidence in the sport that they love and could allow them to want to compete in the sport competitively. This issue is a global problem and really needs to be answered. 

In an article written by Olivia Lewis, a ‘schools credibility’ plays a key part in creating professional athletes. An athlete at a public school may work just as hard as an athlete in a private school but in reality a ‘private school will receive a greater deal of attention than the public school’ (Lewis, 2017). This system is completely unfair and does not provide an equal opportunity for aspiring sports athletes. The main question behind this issue is that are parents paying for a private education which fundamentally means they are paying for guaranteed athletic success? This all makes sense because all of the money which is paid into private schools especially the private schools that prioritises sports all go towards contributing to the sports facilities as that is part of the initial funding fee however in public schools need money which is put ‘into other areas’ (Lewis, 2017). High School coach Gabrielle Lindo states in the article that that is the ‘reason parents pay’, Lindo also says that parents ‘pay to have an advantage’ and to get recognised by more scouts and coaches (Lewis, 2017). Private schools have the abilities to attract big name coaches as well as scouts, the funding that is received in private education pays the right ‘people to come and watch’ and by doing this is allow the ‘athletes on the team to be seen by coaches’ (Lewis, 2017). My research will be targeting these issues and finding out if this is the same case in Wales and if this is the case, what can be done to prevent this from happening. These aims and objectives will be achieved in my research, finding out about how equal the opportunities are in sports in schools compared to public and private. This research will aim to find out if sports clubs are involved with every school and whether all schools want to emphasise sports or treat sport as an optional extra. By finding out the answer of these sub questions, it will allow to get a better in depth understanding of this issue that could be holding the nation back.

The answer to this research question can allow educators to recognise that there is so many potential sports athletes who could be attending their own schools who are being withheld of achieving the highest of their abilities due to the school not providing the right facilities and guidance. Not only is this a downfall for the schools but this is a massive downfall for potential athletes who have these dreams of achieving professional success which is being obstructed due to the school they are attending which should not be the case. Athletes in public schools may work just as hard as athletes in private schools and it is unfair if this is the case since, they are not getting the recognition they deserve if a school is not prioritising sports and providing the best opportunity. This research will be able to give the answers and be able to achieve the aims and objectives of this research. 

Methodology 
The most suitable approach and methodology for this type of research would be the mixed methods approach. The reason that the mixed methods approach would be more beneficial in this study is due to having an approach from different angles. This research has aims and objective which will be hard to achieve and using this method of ‘both quantitative and qualitative research’ it will ‘lead to a higher degree’ of achieving the aims and objectives (Schoonenboom, 2019, p. 295). This method will allow qualitative data to be conducted through surveys and gather quality information. The mixed method approach will allow the researcher to have a flexible insight and approach to this study which result in an enhanced quality data. A more complete picture and a ‘complete overview of the subject’ will be achieved by partaking in the mixed method approach (Denscombe, 2014, p. 173). The positives of using this methodology is the capability of find more accuracy in the research by using the different methods and approaches to research. This approach allows the researcher to get an ‘in-depth understanding of the phenomenon in question’ which is very important (Denscombe, 2014, p. 174). Mixed methods research also calls for broader and deeper information which is important for the researcher. The challenge of collecting crucial data is very significant in research as this identifies the value of the research, the mixed method approach allows for researcher to handle different kinds of data whether it be qualitative or quantitative which can influence the study in a very substantial way. The reason for rejecting other methods is for the sole purpose as it may not get enough useful information and having only one method alone may not provide the readers with a wider understanding of the research. One research method approach may not be able to express and provide enough crucial data alone to be able to produce a sufficient research study, having the chance to use multiple approaches allows the researcher to target the research from many aspects and angles. There could be various quantitative data that can be used to have one certain point of view of the research, whereas being able to produce and provide qualitative data, it can provide another angle. This can then tackle the research in a way where it merges and makes more sense to the readers which will creates a better insight on the research. This research will have many statistical data out there to research which is fundamental to the study but there are numerous written studies which talks in relation to the research topic which associates very well together in the study. This can provide an opportunity for a well-produced research study which can be very essential and imperative to readers. If this study is well thought out and produced correctly, it could really make a difference in current curriculum as well as the importance schools put in regard to sports. The aim is to create a recognised and great research study which can be acknowledged and make a change in equal opportunities in achieving professional sports whether it may be in private school or public schools.

Research Method
The data collection tool that will be used in this research study will be collecting data in the form of interviews. For this research study, the use of interviews will be an effective way of collecting rich and in-depth information that will be fundamental to this study. The idea of interviews allows the interviewees to speak freely and express their opinions openly. The approach that will be taken in these interviews will be a one to one semi structured interview. The positives of having one to one interview is the ability to have the interviewee to open up, feel comfortable and provide more privileged information.  The drawbacks may be that if the interviewees do not express enough information, it could lead to an issue in the research study as they may not be enough to answer the research question. The ‘validity of the data’ and the ‘reliability’ of the data collected from interviews may not tally up and accuracy of what is being said (Denscombe, 2014, p. 232). As the interview will be semi structured, this allows for the interview to be more open and less strict, which should allow the interviewee to feel more comfortable in sharing their views and opinions. This is a very popular way on constructing interviews because the ‘interviewer has a clear list of issues to address and questions to be answered’ but how allows the interview to be more ‘flexible’ (Denscombe, 2014, p. 215). This will allow the ‘interviewee to develop ideas and speak more widely on the issues raised by the researcher’ (Denscombe, 2014, p. 215).This also allows the interview to flow freely in a way that more information can be provided through conversation rather than just answering the questions asked. This is a better way to conduct interviews because it could lead to the interviewee expressing more opinions which is a huge positive for the researcher as it provides more data to assess and analyse for the research study. The questions in the interview will be orchestrated in a way that will allow the interviewees to give the answers necessary and quality responses, but it will allow the interviewee to be more open and not restricted to say more on the questions. Online findings and studies will play a role in creating the questions for the interviews, the data that is found relevant to this study will be assessed and implemented into this research and interview process. 

In this study, there will be three sets of one to one semi structured interviews which takes place in Wales; a private school, a state school and a local sports club. The interview participants that will be targeted in the school will be the headships as they will have the most information regarding the schools involvement in sports as well as the links and connections the school has with other local sports clubs. The interview participant at the local sports club will be the community engagement director who works as they will also have the most information regarding recruitment in sports along with engagement with schools and the community. For this research study, the most knowledgeable people in the field of research will be obtained which will provide the best outcome and responses for this study. The information they provide will create a significant research study which will come into fruition and recognise the issues in sports in education. 

Face to face interviews ‘rely on audio recordings’ this is why the data that will be collected from these interviews will be recorded on an audio recording device which will be placed in the room as well as notes being written down (Denscombe, 2014, p. 225). The idea of having both methods used will be so the full benefit of the interview can be obtained. The only negative with audio recording is that it only ‘captures speech’ and misses out on ‘non-verbal communication and other contextual factors’ (Denscombe, 2014, p. 225). Following this, the data from the interview will be typed up and assessed with the notes, this will then be analysed and be constructed into the research study will provide an answer for the research question. 
After collecting all the data from data collection in the interviews, the following step will be to clean and organise the data. This means all the data received and collected will be organised in what is useful and irrelevant to this study. This is done to prevent a research study from having information which is not valuable to the study. After this step is done, the final step will be to interpret and understand the data. This means when writing the research up, finding the correct way to express the data in the research as well communicating the information in the right way to answer the research question. This is very important as this decides which direction the research study goes and the whole research question will be answered from this point. 

Consent Form & Letter of Introduction
The consent form and letter of introduction provided to the participants will make it very clear that all the participants involved in this study is voluntary. The participants will be provided with ‘adequate information’ about the study and the research that they are partaking in (Denscombe, 2014, p. 346). The form will also provide interviewees with their involvement in the study and what will be done with the information they provide. The consent is very important, and it will be ‘documented evidence’ for the participants who are involved. The consent form will also state that participants have the right to withdraw consent if need be. Confidentiality and security of data will be emphasised as this is an important factor for participants to be more open with their involvement. Data protection and the uses of the data will also be outlined on the consent form. Lastly, the signature and the date will be requested from both the researcher and the participant for acknowledgement that both parties have read and understood the details of the research and agreeing to participate in this research study.

Timetable
The research will be constructed under a timetable which may vary depending on dates and availability to participants, the researcher and the mentor. Conducting background research is very important as it involved collecting all the qualitative and quantitative data which is relevant to the study. The questions asked in the one to one interview will be constructed from the research beforehand. This is done so the researcher can create the right questions to get the most significant answer relevant to the research. This part will possibly be anything from two to four weeks. When participants are confirmed and given written consent, the interview that will take place will range from 15 to 20 minutes, if the participants feel free to express more and talk in more detail, the time can be extended as it is not a problem. The order in interviews would be appropriate if the local sports club is interviewed first, then the public school and then lastly the private school. These interviews will be conducted when their participants are available but hopefully can be done with a one to two-week space between interviews as answers and data received from the previous interviews can still be fresh in the mind when interviewing the three participants. After collecting all the data, the final step will be to analyse, clean and interpret the data. This is imperative in the study as this chooses the direction of this study and answers the research questions. This will be the most important part of the study and will take the longest, it will take up to four to eight weeks or even more if need be. The useful data will be collected and transcribed into the study; this will create the theme for the research question. After analysing and assessing the information, the report writing can begin, and the research question can be answered with all the data that has been collected from the studies and data composed.

Ethical Considerations 
[bookmark: _GoBack]All the ethical precautions that will be necessary in this research will be correctly managed. This research will be managed in a way to protect the welfare of researchers, the reputation of the university involved as well as rights and welfare of the participant. The participation will be ‘voluntary’ and asked if they ‘consent’ with their involvement (Denscombe, 2014, p. 346). Interviewees will be equipped with a consent form as will be an ‘essential element of ethically valid social research’ (University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2017, p. 14). This is very important as participants need to be fully aware as to what the research is about and what they are getting involved in. This is a crucial part of the interview process as the interviewee needs to feel comfortable for them to express their opinions and information for the sake of the research. The participants need to be aware of the purpose of the study and why it is being conducted. The participants also need to be aware of the outcome of these results and what happens with the data they give. They will be reassured that all the qualitative data that they are given is solely for research purposes and the researcher can assure them complete security with their data. The British Educational Research Association states that the ‘responsibility to consider what the most relevant and useful ways of informing participants about the outcomes of the research which they are involved in’ (British Educational Research Association, 2018, p. 8). This is significant in data research as it is a massive personal responsibly for the researcher in managing the data correctly. The interviewees will be putting their trust in their system that the research will not have a negative effect on them. They are trusting the researcher will all the information that they are providing that the researcher will protect their data. The interviewees will be given the essential consent they need to feel safe and this will need to be done as the Data Protection law states ‘personal data must be processed lawfully and fairly, on the basis of the data subject’s consent’ (Government UK, 2018). They will also be reassured that personal data that will be obtained must be accurate and if ‘inaccurate, the personal data must be rectified’ (Government UK, 2018). It is important to follow these protocols and reassure participants that there will be no ‘psychological’ or ‘personal harm’ from their involvement in the research study (Denscombe, 2014, p. 344). The main approach as the researcher is to make sure the participants feel comfortable enough to provide key in depth information which will significantly influence the research study. Participants who are involved will be able to ask any questions or enquire about the confidentiality protocols as it is well within their rights. The data which will be collected from participants will be secured in a password protected computer that only the researcher will have access to and their mentor. The mentor will need to have access to the research as they would need to track the progress if the researcher and the study. Additionally, the data will be backed up in an external hard drive for extra security in case of loss of data. 
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