Ellipsis: a definition  
[bookmark: _GoBack]This refers to the situation in written text where there is no need to repeat structures of language that are already familiar to the reader. Therefore, ellipsis allows the writer and the reader to develop a relationship of trust and understanding. For example, in the following sentence the writer does not need repeat the word deal in the main clause. As a result, the reader puts it back in when reading the sentence.
· True stories deal with hunger, imaginary ones (deal) with love.

Ellipsis: exercise (1)
Try to work out which words are missing from the following 4 sentences:-

(1) The streets were deserted, the doors bolted

(2) Superman debuted in 1938, Batman in 1939, Wonder Woman in 1941.

(3) Some people play basketball, others table-tennis, I snooker.

(4) Using mobile phones may lead people to form a bad habit of relying on this little machine to do everything.

Ellipsis: exercise (2)
What is wrong with the following sentences?

(1) The ringleader was hanged and his accomplices imprisoned.

(2) The international students were taught how to speak English and the home student Chinese.
ANSWER KEY
Ellipsis: exercise (1)
Try to work out which words are missing from the following 4 sentences:-

(1) The streets were deserted, the doors were bolted

(2) Superman debuted in 1938, Batman debuted in 1939, and Wonder Woman debuted in 1941.

(3) Some people play basketball, others play table-tennis, I play snooker.

(4) Using mobile phones may lead people to form a bad habit of relying on this little machine to do everything for them.

Ellipsis: exercise (2)
What is wrong with the following sentences?

(1) The ringleader was hanged and his accomplices were imprisoned.
Ellipsis cannot be used as the reader expects were imprisoned, and was and were do not match.

(2) The international students were taught how to speak English and the home student was taught how to speak Chinese.
The same as in (1), ellipsis cannot be used as the reader expects was taught.

