
        

        

The Social (Re)Production of Inequality (ECED7002)

One positive image and one negative image from a group in society to compare,
how such a group is portrayed and potentially misrepresented in society.

Introduction

This assignment aims to examine two images from the same group in society to compare between them, followed by an explanation of how such groups are portrayed within wider society. The group that will be discussed is asylum seekers. Western Europe has witnessed an influx of asylum seekers in recent years due to war and dictator regimes. However, this has been ongoing and certainly not a new phenomenon.  The western world can benefit from asylum seekers due to the birth rate falling and family circles becoming smaller. Although, asylum seekers are unable to work when they initially arrive and society that is not fully aware of the asylum process can view them as a drain on society’s resources. Yet, society seems to be confused between such group’s asylum seekers, refugees, and economic migrants and somehow classes them all the same. However, most asylum seekers would rather stay in their own countries, but it is unsafe to do so. The first image to be discussed is of a mother and daughter in a refugee camp in Iraq, the second image here is taken some time later in Syria in a furnished house with siblings. Image two is a series of disturbing images of a young unaccompanied boy in the Mediterranean Sea off Ceuta. Followed by being picked up by the army patrolling the waters.

Main body


Image 1. Metro.co.uk 18 Jan 2022
[image: A person and a child standing in front of a tent

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]    [image: A group of children posing for the camera

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
Image 2 Daily Mail May 2021
[image: A picture containing outdoor, water, sport, water sport

Description automatically generated] [image: A group of people on a beach

Description automatically generated with low confidence]

Both images show heart-breaking situations but for the public to understand such difficult situations they need to have suffered some type of hardship themselves. Image one shows mother and daughter in a refugee camp living in inhumane conditions with water bottles lying on the ground. The image is bland with no home comforts around in the middle of nowhere. However, that peacefulness of nature cannot be seen in the image since the Gulf war was raging during this time. The image clearly shows a mother cuddling her child whilst smiling through what must have been a very trying period. In the image, the mother looks relaxed and is accepting of what life has dealt her. Both mother and child look hygienically clean. However, the images have somewhat an eery feel to it as it is lacking in vibrancy as it appears so dull even though the sun was shining. The table is bare no food, plates, or drinks on it bare, and the area around is desolate of signs of life. Image two is taken some time later in Damascus as the refugees have now moved out of their own country into Syria. Clearly, the image shows that the family have grown and appear to be living in a normal environment. It looks like it’s a house or apartment nicely furnished. The children appear well dressed and look happy. From this image, there is no sign or indication that this family are refugees at all it appears like any normal family picture. However, the next image to be discussed shows a desperate young man who is prepared to go to any lengths to reach Europe. This image is shocking with no beauty attached at all, just a desperate minor with plastic bottles attached as a lifeguard. The sea looks peaceful but dark and deadly. Moving on to the next image on the beach the unaccompanied minor is being detained by soldiers, the start of his journey as an asylum seeker. Both these pictures represent these groups to the wider public in a negative manner with very classic stereotypes of such groups. 

However, Marquardt et al., (2016; Williams et al., (2016), say that research on child migrants deals with a range of different topics like physical health and screening, and age estimation. However, UNHCR (2014) says around fifty per cent of the global refugees are 18 years or younger and a considerable section is unaccompanied refugee minors (URMs). Whereas The Norwegian Directorate of Immigration (2016) says URMs means that children aged 18 who or under have fled their original country without parents or family to pursue asylum in a foreign country.  Although Eurostat, (2015), Kirkeberg & Lunde H (2020) argues that the amount of URMs arriving in Europe in 2015 had risen considerably., however Norway, had 5000 URMs applications for asylum being approved residence. The raised number of URMs allowed residence led to the utilisation of the Norwegian municipalities to expand the number of refugees. However, Kirkeberg & Lunde H (2020) says that regardless of the significant reduction in the quantities of URMs requesting asylum after 2018.
DeCapua & Marshall, (2010), (2011); Dooley, (2009); Ontario Ministry of Education, (2014); Stewart, (2011) suggest that hospitable and encouraging education prospects that are perceptive to integration for family’s cultural characteristics, alongside student’s educational requirements, whilst aiming to build and promote resilience and progressive education outcomes for children of refugees. Epstein & Sheldon, (2006); Goodall & Vorhaus, (2011); Hamilton, (2004); Jeynes, (2005); Pomerantz et al., (2007); Pomerantz & Moorman, (2010); Young & Chan, (2014) argues that previous research suggests that parental commitment towards their children’s education is perceived to be associated clearly with children’s attitudes and behaviour towards learning. However, Bassani, (2008); Pomerantz & Moorman, (2010) agree that parental integration and socialisation are crucial factors in their communication with children’s schools and educational achievement.
Ontario Ministry of Education, (2007) advises that Canadian educational policy documents recognise that refugee student often comes from volatile and unstable countries with pressure from psychological trauma from their distinctive circumstances means that their needs must be met before some awareness of normality can exist in their young lives. British Columbia Ministry of Education, (2018; Calgary Board of Education, (2013); Manitoba Education, (2011), (2012); Ontario Ministry of Education, (2008) says that several school district authorities have established educational recommendations that target their requirements.  Following such guidelines, has resulted in the school system becoming a key factor in encouraging prosperous relocation and social mobility. Hird-Bingeman et al., (2014) say that is a three-year literacy programme offered along with support workers for students in areas of Canada the Waterloo Region District School Board’s Accelerated Basic Literacy Education program. Whilst Vancouver School Board, (2021) works closely with its refugee student and families by offering different opportunities for families to engage.
Huemer et al., (2009) argue that it is crucial to use a developmental assessment to advance the understanding of URM life courses and on how these are touched by different and circumstantial factors.  Ignoring mental health difficulties, or antisocial behaviour, by being incapable of providing suitable care raises the risk factor of adverse development. Manhica et al. (2016, 2017) say that time seems to be a key feature in the progress of substance abuse among individuals who had arrived in Sweden as URM with the risk factors of having criminal convictions and hospital admissions correlated to substance abuse, and hospital care for alcohol-related conditions were found to increase with the duration of stay in Sweden. Nordgren, (2017); Wagner, (2017) say that the lived experiences of URM children have been a focus of debate amongst politicians, the media, and researchers, with the prevalence of drug use and delinquency amongst URM, have fascinated the public in Sweden.  Beise et al., (2017; Digidiki and Bhabha, (2017) cites that UNICEF has recognised that URM in Europe is wide-open to negative situations and conditions that are risk factors for becoming drug addicts or becoming a criminal. Lansstyrelsen, (2016) agree that drug use and delinquency have been recognised by local authorities as establishing risk behaviours in URM in correlation to missing children and runaways.
 However, Derluyn et al., (2009); Fazel et al., (2012); Sourander, (1998) agrees that URM are a vulnerable group and suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder, depression, and anxiety, Whilst Bean, Mooijaart, Eurelings-Bontekoe and Spinhoven, (2007); Jakobsen et al., (2014); Jensen et al., (2014) argues that these difficulties are still an issue years after relocating. Although Derluyn and Broekaert, (2007), (2008); Fazel et al., (2012) say that the vulnerability is often rationalised by the URM traumatic experience death of loved ones and previous trauma and a stressful asylum process along with fear of deportation. Andersson, (2016) says that applications for asylum by URM were unevenly distributed within Europe, as Sweden and Germany, registered more than 50 per cent of URM applications for asylum in Europe between 2012 and 2016. Andersson, (2016) says that applications for asylum between 2016 and 2017 in Sweden and Germany declined due to an increase in border controls, within the EU and nationally, however, Eurostat, (2018); Swedish Migration Agency, (2018) argues that asylum applications in 2017 in Sweden was at the same level as a decade ago. 

Conclusion

Sadly, these types of images that at first seem disturbing to the wider public have become a familiar sight and society has become used to seeing such upsetting scenes. However, image one shows that with parental support upon a difficult journey children have the resilience to go on and fulfil their dreams even when the odds have been set against them. As this family have been successful one of the children has gone on to become a transplant surgeon being promoted in the national press and has worked throughout the current Covid-19 pandemic, the other a nurse and the boy a policeman. So, this example shows just how valuable these people can be for society. As Dr Talabani has been in the national press with her story this highlights how the public should welcome such individuals and allow them to integrate into society with the potential that one day they can contribute within society at some beneficial level. Dr Talabani is just one example of a successful asylum seeker and really could be the poster girl for changing the public’s perception of the asylum process. The British public has become so fed up with society becoming split with some wanting to welcome such people and give them a bed and others protesting about the arrival of such individuals. The public has become swamped with all negative images and stories of such people all over the tabloid press. Although overall it seems there is no social mobility for these groups due to the public perception of what asylum seekers are and how they should be. But so, few positive examples of these people going on to live their life’s after they have arrived and settled just will not sell newspapers. However, image two of unaccompanied minors is an ongoing issue with so many drowned at sea high statistical data for crimes and anti-social behaviour. This appears to be the social norm for such a group in terms of behaviour and integration. The public warmth for such individuals seems worn out due to the prevalence of terrorism and drug crimes. Due to high numbers of unaccompanied asylum seekers arriving all over the Mediterranean and now recently there have been accounts of this happening on the English coast from France. Public opinion is swayed on such issues with campaigns from the likes of Nigel Farage and Far-right groups. It appears the British Government does not promote these groups as beneficial citizens at all but as terrorists and sexual predators. However, if these groups could be portrayed as more positive stereotypes it could benefit them to achieve. As there is no social mobility for such individuals in society now and the public’s perception needs to change to view them more positively.
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Dr Bnar Talabani and her mother at a refuesee cambp in North Iraa (imase: Dr Rnar Talabani)




image2.png
B Dr Bnar Talabani as a child with her brother and sister in Damascas, Syria where they had to prove their
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