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Introduction
This supporting papa will be considering the presentation paper of a family facing Adversities and Vulnerability. It will provide an overview of the main factor, Parental drug misuse and its impact on the children, authorities intervention and government legislations policies supporting the family with recommendations.
Vulnerability
Vulnerability could be described as being weak and easily hurt, exposed or more likely to be exposed to harm physically or emotionally (www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com, n.d.). These exposures could be devastating and lead children and young people to greater risk of adversities and vulnerability as described of the family below.
[bookmark: _Hlk112231268]The Bradford Family
The Bradford family is a single mother of six (6) children namely, Tom, Ricky, Leo, Donna and Kia in care of Julies sister Sonia. The family is currently facing adversities as their estate is earmarked for demolition, housing authorities finding it difficult to rehouse the family due to high level of anti – social and criminal behaviour such as, robbery convictions, shoplifting, criminal damage and substance misuse. Children not attending school and behind on immunisation.
Parental Substance
Parental substance misuse could be described as an inappropriate use of alcohol, self- medication drugs, illegal drugs such as heroin, over a long period of time which could lead to substance disorder and harmful to the person, close family or people around (Substance Misuse, 2021) as the case of the Bradford family. According to the NSPCC, parent substance misuse could lead to absenteeism and lack the parental capacity to care, love, monitor, supervise and give adequate attention necessary for the development and wellbeing of their children (NSPCC, 2021). Julie’s involvement with substance misuse contributed to Julie being absent from home and engaging in other criminal activities to bankroll her heroin habit, exposing her children to vulnerability.

The impact of parental substance misuse on children and young people.
Parents who are involved in substance misuse are likely to experience difficulty to provide a safe environment and loving care as they are absent from their children for a long period of time, which could lead to numerous social problems such as, neglect, criminal activities, sexual abuse, cognitive issues and most health problems (www.nice.org.uk, n.d.).  Julie lacks mental and physical capacity to effectively support her children. Children were absent from school, some permanently expelled, behind on immunisation and nursery. There were general concerns of neglect for the children which impacted their lives. Over a million children live with an adult who has used illicit drugs in the previous year or still on it (Velleman and Templeton, 2016). Julie`s criminal activities expose the family to criminal behaviours subjecting the children to Vulnerability.
[bookmark: _Hlk112231490]
The process of intervention by relevant health and social care agencies.
According to government policy, children`s welfare and protection with a high-quality adequate support whenever a need is ascertained (HM Government, 2018). The process of intervention starts with a REFERAL to the local authority in accordance (ONE WORKING DAY) acknowledgement with a decision-making process is required. The intervention in the case study was based on the assessment framework Working Together to Safeguard Children which is a guide to inter – agencies working to promote and safeguard children’s welfare (2018). In relation (the Bradford family), the assessment framework was based on Parental Capacity, Children Development Needs and Family Environmental Factors.  Julie lacks parental capacity due to her substance misuse and absenteeism which triggers the support plan. According to the children act 1989, the family was kept together and the children were considered children in need under the children act 1989, as they are unable to achieve a reasonable quality of life without the intervention of the local authority (Children Act, 1989). The children were assessed under the following imperatives of section 17 of the children act 1989 stating; Is there reasonable cause that the children are suffering, or likely to.  Any Significant harm, section 47 of the children acts 1989, Need for accommodation, section 20, 31A of the children act 1989. The above concerns were present with Julie’s family. By law local authorities are required to provide services for children in need for the purposes of safeguarding and promoting their welfare under the Children Act 1989. Measures were put in place working with multi - agency such as, Julie was referred to drug support, an educational course, the family got a new accommodation, an intervention programme and a key worker was assigned to work with the family intensively. These interventions had positive impacts with positive outcome as Julie stopped using drugs, her criminal act, children’s school attendance improved to 90%, the family maintained their new home, antisocial behaviours stopped and Sonia improved her parenting skills and relationship skills.

[bookmark: _Hlk112231600]Policy and legislation related to the case
According to the Children Act 2004, it is the legal responsibility for local authorities and other multi-agencies to protect and safeguard children and young people under the age of 18 from abuse, harm, neglect, e.g.  ‘Working Together to Safeguard Childre and promote the welfare of children’ (2018). Julie was sent to rehabilitation programme, new accommodation and children were supported through the following; Children Act 1989, HM Government (2018) Working Together to Safeguard Children, Children Act 2004, Children and social work Act 2017, Equality Act 2010 and United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).  

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk112231723] Local authority intervention in Julie’s case was attained by applying a Holistic Need approach using Maslow’s hierarchy of Needs theory (1954). which are; Physiological needs, Safety needs, Belonging and love needs, Esteem needs, Self-actualisation. According to (Maslow and Press, 2019)   the basic needs must be met before addressing a higher level. Children and families without the basic needs (house, food, etc.) will not be able to function at a level of expectation. Julie`s family were lacking basic needs, making it impossible for survival. According to (Maslow and Press, 2019) if you fail to meet your deficiency needs, you will encounter difficult situation.  
Recommendation
Local authority should provide adequate and appropriate amenities and support to meet the needs of children/family where needed, as Environment influence with a presence on vulnerability revolves at both the family and community levels with adverse effect on children (www.oecd-ilibrary.org, n.d.). According to Bronfenbrenner (2019) a child development is a complex system of relationship affected by multiple levels of the surrounding environment. Emphasising the concept that child development dose not only depend on the family, but the wider environment, government should do more to assist families.
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