CSEN 5007: THE WELSH WRITING WALES

WEEK 7: The Hiding Place: Hybridity and Violence

This is the first of the second block in the course: women’s writing in Wales. 

Do the concerns of The Hiding Place relate to the concerns we’ve addressed in the earlier texts? How do they differ? (if they do)
(i) The masculine quest for a stable identity through work;

(ii) The legacy of the past (especially the heavy industries of Wales);

(iii) Language and identity;

(iv) The significance of the home;

(v) The question of the border;

(vi) The figure of the mother;

(vii) The significance of narrative/storytelling

Handouts:

A. WRITING HOME AND CHILDREN

(i) Bronwen Walter – meanings of home (revise earlier) 

(ii) Richard Haslam ‘“A Race  Bashed in the Face”: Imagining Ireland as a Damaged Child’ (significance of images of child abuse)

   
(iii) Gaston Bachelard, The Poetics of Space (symbolism of space rooted in experience – positive/ideal) 




   
(iv) Elaine Scarry, The Body in Pain: the Making and Unmaking of the World, (torture /abuse and what it does to an individual’s sense of self and world – esp the transformation of a tool into a weapon, a home into a place of violation) 
(v) David Punter discussion of the ‘postcolonial’ and ‘the literary’.   

___________________

ISSUES

Is this a ‘realist’ text? 

· How does it address the reader? On what terms? (compare History of the World; Beloved)

· Is its form nostalgic? 

· Does form change meaning as the context changes?

Significance of representation for the disempowered individual 

· A recognition and validation of one’s experience, a sense of solidarity with others 

· Important therefore for groups previously denied representation 

eg Slave testimonies focus on the humanity and the emotional range of the slave as not-commodity; 1970s conscious-raising sessions reading literature specifically to look at questions of representation. (1950s black Americans were happy to see any black actor rather than none - despite racist contexts)

· So we examine what a text is doing in what it chooses to represent. This focus is not merely about the text but the text’s project which satisfies some hunger within the reader  for a reflection and a mirror of their world and a desire especially to feel. 
Questions of Representation 
· who is represented? (gender/nationality and relations between the two)

Questions of history 

· whose history? (different kinds of silencing -  how do disempowered men relate to women? What happens to their respective experiences of the past)

Questions of boundaries 

· hybridity and purity (what does these terms mean? In what way are they significant for this text? How do they relate to men and women?)

· monstrosity, transgression and fertility  (men and women –Frankie and Fran) 

· the body; the home – scarring and burning; the absence of a nurturing centre – how does reader respond?  
1. the relation of people to place (mobility) – laying bare the construction of self and community 
2. locations (the house as a microcosm of the body and its surfaces and boundaries
3. the relation of past to present 
4. the significance of storytelling – significance of the stories we tell ourselves – personally and culturally – to make sense of the present 
