Legacies of Slave Ownership Task



How many individuals with Welsh residences were compensated after the abolition of slavery?

54


Selected slave-owner: Nathaniel Wells


What biographical information can you glean for the slave-owner? For instance, what was their profession or education?
· Born 10th September 1779, died 13th May 1852
· Son of William Wells (a sugar planter and merchant) and his enslaved house worker Juggy (became Joardine Wells on manumission)
· Educated in England
· Married Harriet Este (9th June 1801) and later Esther Owen (30th January 1823)
· Active in local government, holding office as Deputy-Lieutenant, Justice of the Peace, and Sheriff of Monmouthshire
· Also a church-warden at St Arvans (1804-1843)


Where did the slave-owner possess properties?

St Kitts:
· Fahies and Ortons (St Paul Capisterre)
· Vambels (Middle Island)
· Theroulds/Somerset (Trinity Palmetto Point)


Which (and how many) properties did the slave-owner receive compensation for?

One property, St Kitts 685 (Fahies and Ortons)


How many slaves in total was the slave-owner compensated for?

86


How much (in £s) compensation did the slave-owner receive in total?

£1400 9s 7d


Did the slave-owner have personal or familiar connections with other slave-owners, and if so who?
· Nathaniel Wells’ father, William Wells, was himself a slave-owner
· Through his father’s marriage to Elizabeth, widow of Nicholas Taylor, Nathaniel was step-brother to John Taylor and George Taylor of Carshalton Park, both slave-owners

What (if any) legacies of the slave-owner remain apparent in present-day society? Are they connected to any significant institutions, for instance?

St Arvans church, Monmouthshire:
· Nathaniel Wells provided funds (alongside the Duke of Beaumont) for a significant enlargement of the church and addition of an octagonal tower between 1813 and 1823. A memorial tablet in the chancel makes no mention of his occupation as a slave-owner, or the fact that he was the son of a slave.

Piercefield House, Monmouthshire:
· A country house purchased by Nathaniel Wells in 1802, whose estate he enlarged (the house is now derelict).

Political legacy:
· Held office in local government as Deputy-Lieutenant, Justice of the Peace, and Sheriff. 
