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During the 18th and 19th centuries people’s perception of Lundy was heavily focused on making profits and money. Natural England (2014, p.10) state “It was intended to use Lundy granite for London landmarks but the poor quality of the product led to business failure”. However, during more recent times the perception of this small island has shifted to a more sustainable focus the purpose of this is because studies have found important plants and plant communities. An example of this is illustrated by Natural England (2014 p.7) they suggest “the island has two endemic species – the Lundy cabbage and the associated flea beetle. Two priority habitats are present: lowland heathland and maritime cliff and slope”.

Landscape Character

Natural England (2014)  describes Lundy as a  small island which is more than 20 km from the nearest mainland. Due to the fortunate shipping forecast the name Lundy is known around the world. Lundy can be located just off the coast of north Devon in the Bristol Channel, also Lundy is the smallest National Character Area (NCA) despite the feeling of remoteness and isolation, Lundy is a renowned landmark viewed from north Devon and north Cornwall (Natural England, 2014).The history that forms Lundy’s past is dusted with interesting stories such as Pirates, Vikings, Villains and benefactors each one leaving their mark on the island, Likewise remains of structures can be seen from the recent landowners are still present on this small island (Natural England, 2014).

The Devon County Council (2022) explain Lundy as being a flat-topped island. Furthermore, the Northern half of flat terrain characterised by open heathland and acid grassland this is followed by farmland in the centre is the island and the south is enclosed by grey granite stone walls which form square fields (The Devon County Council, 2022).

[bookmark: _Hlk100584755]The open and barren landscape of Lundy provides an feeling of isolation which entices people way from the mainland to Lundy each year. Lundy is divided into four segments by drystone walls (Natural England 2014).

The Devon County Council (2022) explains the flat topped open landscape is drained with a series of small streams that descend down the cliffs and flowing in either the sea or small ponds to make the wetland habitats maintained. 

During my trip to Lundy it was difficult to not enjoy its amazing marine life from the opulent and colourful benthic flora and fauna to grey seals. However, there was no basking sharks or cetaceans seen despite tourists reporting sights of them around the island.


Landscape Quality

From my own point of during my time at Lundy the Island is very maintained due to the high demand in people visiting the island every day. The National Trust (2022, online) states “Over 18,000 people visit the island each year on holiday or on a day trip, sailing on the island’s passenger and supply ship, MS Oldenburg, or flying by helicopter during winter months”.

The Devon County Council (2022) explain that Lundy is primarily of Tertiary granite, with Devonian slates that can be seen along the south-east peninsula. intrusions by cracks vertically reveal the island’s volcanic past. According to a paper produced by Stone (1990) it should be noted that the Lundy granite was similar to those in Scotland and Ireland in age, setting and possible high-temperature mineralogy, relationship to basic magmatism, and REE patterns. These topographies and a highly developed chemistry suggest origin from an unexposed more ‘primitive’ granite that, in turn, had a basaltic parentage Stone (1990).
Schmitz (1997) explain that The Lundy Company would always  financially suffered from high overhead costs from  the maintenance of its workforce on the island, the construction of housing and the constant shipping in of supplies, and high fee of shipping the stone back to the mainland ports and eventually market. However, there was fresh demand for the stone within the island. This suggests that although there where struggles to obtain the granite it was of high quality as it was in high demand.

Designations 

Lundy has high nature conservation value which is evident upon arrival likewise, there are numerous documents that confess this high conservation value. An example of this can be found by the Landmark Trust (a)(2022, online ) this proclaims “Lundy is home to endemic cabbage, 200 Atlantic grey seals, the southwests largest seabird colony, historic monuments and much more”. To ensure that all of Lundy is here for the future, the island is protected under a number of UK and European destinations. According to the Department for Environment For Food and Rural Affairs (2013) Lundy has a total of seven lead organisations for the different managed areas on Lundy these are. 

· The Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authorities (IFCAS) (2022) this organisation is in charge of commercial fisheries and recreational fishing activities

· Marine Management Organisation (MMO) (2014) Licensable activities such as deposit and removal activities below mean high water springs.

· Environment Agency (EA) (2022)  this organisation are in charge of the flood warning in rivers and coastal areas, boating and waterways as well as fishers licencing. 

· Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) (2016) this organisation are in charge of the oil and gas related activities as renewable energy activates.

· Harbour Authorities and local planning authorities (as cited in Lundy Marine Conservation Zone, 2013)The Harbour authorities have management responsibilities for the port and coastal waters within their jurisdiction, whereas the Local authorities have position to oversee, control and facilitate activities at the coast. 

· Department for Transport (DfT) (2022) this organisation is  Responsible for shipping, harbours, ship pollution and offshore safety.

· Natural England (NE) (2022) this establishment is responsible for the accesses public have to areas.  


Use 
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the MS Oldenburg carries provisions and passengers to the island every week (Credit: Hanneke Luijting/Getty Images)

The Devon County Council (2022) explain that there is historical building stretching as far back as the prehistoric period to the 19th century, giving a very strong sense of time-depth.

Lundy has a lot to offer during my visit I was able to sample just a small section of what this unique island has to offer. The Landmark Trust (2022) explains that during the early 1980’s the tavern was renovated and was expanded upon by the landmark trust. The bar location was moved into the former residence of Felix Gade, who was a long-serving agent on the island that died before the renovation in 1978. Later the shop was moved multiple times before eventually staying in its present location at Linhay in 1993 The Landmark Trust (2022). 

In more recent years the Tavern provides a restaurant and social centre for Island staff and staying guests. Whilst  catering for the large numbers of day-trippers arriving on the Oldenburg or visiting ships such as the paddle steamer Waverley The Landmark Trust (2022).

Likewise whilst on the island there is recreational activities that can be done that use the unique landscape and wildlife. The Landmark Trust (2022) suggest activities such as bird watching, diving, walking, climbing, letterboxes and warden led events. Such as, Birdwatching , diving , walking, wishing, climbing, letterboxes, warden led events. The National Trust (2022) builds upon this by explain the warden led events include guided walks, rockpool rambles and snorkel safaris. 

[bookmark: _Hlk100757965]Access

Landmark trust (2022)  have been working closely with countryside mobility in order to improves access for disability workers. The two Tramplers can allow you to access a large proportion of the footpaths and tracks on the island and enjoy the views, natural beauty and tranquillity Landmark trust (2022) . Furthermore there is a easy to ready booklet available produced by the heritage ability to improve access for disability users (2022).

Likewise, Lundy has a mobility car park, that can offer transfer and drop off points which includes wheelchair transfers. The grounds are partly accessible, with some level areas and some slopes Landmark trust (2022). 

Getting to Lundy has a lot of diverse choice for those who wish to travel by sea or by air, through the use of the Helicopter pad and landing strip.

When traveling to Lundy island according to the Landmark Trust (2022, online) this may well be what you may experience. 

“The journey to or from Lundy usually takes less than two hours. The ship's departure time from Lundy will be posted on The Marisco Tavern noticeboard at least 24 hours before the sailing. Some sailings return you to a different port from that which you departed.” Landmark Trust (2022).


Lastly, during my visit it should be noted that there was the option to camp and stay on the island. further information was found online on the Landmark Trust (2022), this information explains there are 23 properties that range from a 13th century castle, gentleman’s villa, lighthouse to a campsite. 

[bookmark: _Hlk100989467]
Future Potential 
The Devon County Council (2022) explain the potential problems that may arise one of which is the increase in erosion due to the growth in visitor numbers. Another potential problem that may arise is the rise in sea level and possible rapid erosion to the coasts as a result of climate change leading to cliff instability, more frequent landslides (The Devon County Council, 2022).
Based on these potential problems there are a few activities I would that would be sustainable and bring people to the island these are, boat trips around the island as this could decrease the number of people on the island which may help to prevent erosion. There could be re-enactment plays based on the history of Lundy as this could increase apperception of the island by understanding how the island has developed through the years. Introduce school trips for art students to surge the opportunity to draw the unique wildlife and marine life that Lundy can offer. There is the potential for the introduction of technology on boards that have the potential to show holograms, pictures of how the land use to be, this would help connect more people to Lundy and thus creating more awareness and pro-environmental behaviours. 
.


Dinefwr park 

[image: A screenshot of a computer

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Norman (2022) indicates Proof of  a prehistoric activity in Dinefwr prior. The more recent surveys involved stray finds and speculation as to what might have come before the stone castle given its strategic location. Norman (2022) further explains the history by implying In 1876 a neolithic, polished, stone axe-head was found near Newton House. This provided verification of prehistoric activity, during the recent topographic survey of the deer park when an Iron Age, promontory fort and possible burial site were recorded.

This map was provided by the National Trust (2022)

Landscape character 
[image: A grassy hill with trees on it

Description automatically generated with low confidence]
The National Park (2022) explains that Dinefwr Park is one of the most distinguished places in Welsh history. The  spectacular 800 acre estate on that is located just outside old farming town of Llandeilo. The landscape sloped down from the estate on to level fields and creating the Tywi flood plain, this created adenoidally beauty and desire to the landscapes as there are small lakes on the plains edges (The National Park, 2022). On my visit to the Dinefwr Park the landscaped I noted was long open stretches of fields covered with thousands of old trees and a lake situated towards the south of estate making it a perfect habitat for Deer. 
                                                                                                                                      Image was taken by (Grant, ‘barren landscape’,2022)
The National Park (2022) boasts  maintaining a vast and diverse range of habitats and environment. This includes flower hay meadows to dense woodland, wide open spaces, bog land  and lastly wet meadows. Each of these different environments are  vital habitats for a selection of species and playing a fundamental role in Britain’s biodiversity.
According to a quote by Wynford Vaughan Thomas (as cited in The National Park, 2022a) “if you take a handful of the soil at Dinefwr and squeeze it in your hand, the juice that will flow from your hands is the essence of Wales.”

Landscape quality 

According to Norman (2022) The geology of Dinefwr Park involves Ordovician rocks in the  Llandeilo series which was developed millions of years ago. These fossiliferous strata get their name from local outcrops known to geologists for over two centuries. The fossils were component of a seabed animal family which includes trilobites and brachiopods typical, and unique, to the Llandeilo series. Rocks of the identical Llandeilo type can be recognised everywhere they occur on the basis of the individual fossil communities. Within the Llandeilo there can often be bands of impure limestone found in Quarries and natural exposures have permitted geologists to locate the entire sequence of this series within the park (Norman, 2022).

Whilst reflecting on the time spent at this estate it was obvious that this landscape was heavily maintained, one of the rangers explained part of  their  role was to chop fallen down tress and only remove away 20% of the fallen tree away so the rest could survive. Likewise, the ranger explained how during the storms there where holes in the walls which meant the deer could escape so they were in the process of covering these gaps up. However, it was noted that there was a lot of erosion to some of the landscape as some keen walkers would stray from the path, unfortunately these areas are difficult for rangers to maintain. 



Designations 

The National Trust, Cadw and The Wildlife Trust South and West Wales recognise the extraordinary importance of Dinefwr Park realising that this landscape is of national value. This is turned Dinefwr Park into an A Sight of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and the first parkland National Nature Reserve (NNR) in Wales. Dinefwr Park is a plays a small role to maintain the Welsh heritage and natural history (National Trust, 2022).

Similarly, The National Assembly then passed two landmark pieces of legislation, the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 and the Environment (Wales) Act 2016.The Well-being Act and the Environment Act set out the Well-being Goals and Principles for the sustainable management of natural resources. This provide a structure for government decisions and from now on and will underpin everything the government and the wider public service do (Woodland for Wales, 2018). The Welsh Government (2018) Woodlands for Wales now fits into this wider framework. This has a primary objective focussed on Welsh woodlands and trees as a foundation, from which to deliver four strategic themes which are linked to the Well-being Goals and Principles:

· Responding to climate change

· Woodlands for people

· A competitive and integrated forest sector 

· Environmental quality

The concept of Sustainable Forest Management  (SFM) was developed during the 1980s and in 1993 was specified in the Forest Europe process, to which the UK is a participant, as: 

‘the stewardship and use of forests and forest lands in a way, and at a rate, that maintains their biodiversity, productivity, regeneration capacity, vitality and their potential to fulfil, now and in the future, relevant ecological, economic and social functions, at local, national and global levels, and that does not cause damage to other ecosystems’ (European Commissions, 2022).

Use 

Dinefwr park is predominantly used by walkers as the park is open to the public despite their being open and close times. The National Trust (2022) clarifies that the park is the last home in the UK to house white cattle due to this reason the park is a high conservation area to protect these cattle along with the many species of trees and the range of deer which can be found on the parks ground.

Another problem that was noted during my time at the park was the problem of Tuberculosis the rangers at the park have found techniques and procedures that are implemented to keep the food for the cattle and deer off the ground and away from the badgers and other rodents that carry the Tuberculosis disease.  This alongside the rush of “Benidorm crowd” which was described by a ranger because of the lockdown some people chose to explore there local parks as they couldn’t go abroad this in turn meant people would stray from the path into what is known as desire lines. 




Access

The National Trust (2022) provide the address for Dinefwr park for those who wish to travel to the park by car. The address is proved on the national trust website as Dinefwr Park, Newton House, Llandeilo, Carmarthenshire, and the postcode is SA19 6RT. 

However, the National trust (2022) suggest to not use a SAT Nav as there are some problems but to instead follow the A40 from Swansea then to take the M4 to Pont Abraham. Next take the A48 to Cross hands followed shortly to the A476 to Llandeilo. There is little parking at the park, during my experience at this location it should be taken into consideration that for the period of summer one of the fields is opened up to park due to the complications of the small car park. 

[image: A picture containing grass, outdoor, sky, tree

Description automatically generated]Lastly Dinefwr park is not always open to the public there are opening times for the entire grounds as the location is situated on private land. The National Trust (2022) provides the open and close times as shown below.
· Parkland:10:00 - 17:00
· Newton House: 10:30 - 16:30
· Dinefwr Castle: 10:00 - 17:00
· Café: 10:30 - 16:30
· Car Park: 10:00 - 17:00
· Deer-park: 10:00 - 17:00

Photo was taken by (Grant, Mansion, 2022)






Future Potential 


There is a few potential activities that I would propose to the rangers at the park, one of which would be linked to craftmanship this would allow visitors to widdle cutlery etc using the 20% of fallen would that would be discarded at the park. During this period of time the rangers would be able to explain there techniques to save the tress and to stimulate positive environmental thoughts whilst at this national trust site. Another option could be the use of forging lessons for visitors to show what can be found in natural environments to provide food. The last recomdentation would be to use the grounds as a form of green exercise, Veloso and Loureiro (2017) explain that “green exercise is described by physical activity or exercise while directly exposed to nature – positively affects psychological and physical well-being and health. Green exercise includes diverse activities (e.g. walking, running, cycling, swimming)”. The grounds could be use to promote green exercises in the form of deer watching groups, yoga classes in the natural wildlife as well guided tours by the rangers that is designed to increase the knowledge of the wildlife at the park and the importance of the ecosystem which is protected at the park. This would help to improve the wellbeing as well to promote healthier living and positive environmental behaviours. 
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