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The excavation started on the 15th of April 2024. The location of the site was Llanllyr, Talarn, West Wales, in two separate fields of a farm. We started surveying the site by being toured around on foot by the site leader, Martin Bates, which is when we were shown where Trench 10 was dug the previous year on Mound 2. Mound 2 would be the main location for digging on this excavation. 
First observation of the site gave us mole hills, grass, reeds and animal droppings. There were no mole hills near the marshier, reed areas because of the water that is under them, which would lead the moles to drown. We learned that the marsh patches were where the lake was in the Mesolithic period, while the higher, dry ground was patches of dry land and potential small islands in the lake. I made a note that I was reminded of Dolaucothi Gold Mines, but no longer understand how as the time of writing this. 
Mounds 1 and 2 are natural geological mounds dating back 4,000 years. There was evidence of an old river that is no longer there being manually moved in an estimate of 1760/80 AC. While facing the entrance gate to the first field near Mound 1, North was guessed to be on the forward-left side, which would make about ten to on a standard wristwatch. 
We conducted an exercise to estimate 50 meters by casual steps, my approximation being 66.5 steps. This was done to help those of us who had never been on an excavation before to learn how to make an estimate of measurements, if we were ever in the unlikely event of not hvaing any tools to measure with. The group of six that I was a part of chose the location for our trench, named Trench 13, on the border of a marsh patch and dry patch South West of Mound 2 and Trench 10. No one in the other groups believed out chosen spot to be any good, but Martin Bates did and placed us there to work. 
We measured out Trench 13 with two right angles, each of which was made of 3, 4 and 5 meters. I still do not fully understand the process of this and how it resulted in a 5 by 2 meter trench, but it worked nonetheless. When looking at the hand-drawn image below, I am confused as to why there is the labelling of 2 meters and 1 meter and cannot explain it.
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The reason why we decided to place our trench in this spot was because of its closeness to the marsh. Our thought process was that if people were in fact living on the higher mounds of dry land, then they must have needed to use the water of the lake that would have been there thousands of years ago, and so we hoped that there would be evidence of that there. 
We dug up the topmost layer of grass and soil; called terf; and placed it to one side on a tarp, before taking off a layer of soil with the mattock. This got us to the topsoil, which we then lightly dug through with a trowel. Soil was dumped into a bucket and then sieved off to the side in search of our goal of evidence; flint. 
[bookmark: _Int_bx1YCQU1]Only one piece of flint was found in Trench 13 for the entire duration of the excavation, and it was found near the bottom of the trench, further away from the marshy bit. This small piece; labelled the 69th piece of the site; was, unfortunately, not enough incentive to expand the trench South Westward as it was only one piece. If we had found more and extension would have been made. 
However, the trench was not a failure, as likely because of its proximity to the once-was-lake, we quickly came across a hefty layer of grey clay on the top half of the trench. This led to that patch being subjected to a 1-meter square pit, which quickly led to 2-meter square pits side by side that revealed the multiple layers of contexts. I will note that myself and most of our group were allocated to another trench on Mound 2 which was deemed a potentially more successful spot for discovering archaeology, so I do not have to best perspective of what happened after we left, but considering that we started Trench 13, I feel the need to document what happened to it. 
The exposed layers that were found after digging downward directly consisted of I believe 14 different contexts. I do not know exactly what each of these contexts were, but I do know that the first four-five layers were a series of soils and sediments. This tells us that water, most likely from the lake, swept in the layers of grey clay over time and then allowed natural soil to grow on top of it before repeating the cycle again. 
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Along with the singular piece of flint and the context layers, there was also plenty of evidence of animal burrowing. 
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The second trench that my group worked on was labelled Trench 16, and it was located on the South West side of the hump of Mound 2, approximately 8-10 meters away from Trench 10. As hoped, Trench 16 very quickly gave more archaeology than Trench 13. Two flints were found, the first one, sf112, through sieving, but is estimated to have come from near the top of the trench, North Eastern way, while the second piece of flint, sf114, was found more South Westward at the bottom. 
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Combining these finds with the copious amount found in Trench 10 during this year’s excavation, it’s clear to assume that Mound 2 was the main area of habitation for people in the Mesolithic period. 
Unfortunately, due to horrible weather, the last week of the excavation was mostly spent backfilling the trenches and carrying back equipment. I’m sure that if the weather had been kinder, we would have found more in Trench 16, but we could only work with what the weather gave us and with how muddy the rain made it we would have been trampling the soil and compressing it too much to get anything useful from it. 
I realise that there is not nearly as much documentation of Trench 16 as there is of Trench 13, and the reason being for that is because I, unfortunately, missed two days of site work on that trench. Coupling that with the half-day of work and cancelled day of the last week, that left me with only 3-4 days of hands-on activity in Trench 16, which is quite disappointing. 
Overall, the excavation was a success and an interesting new experience. The few finds that my group dug up will hopefully give further information to the investigation of the site as a whole, which will hopefully then lead to more discoveries in the future. 
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