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The theme I want to look into for my dissertation are the ideas of memory within photography and how memories that are hidden within a photograph can evoke memory and how that can impact on the individual. The reason I’ve chose this theme is that I like the ideas of how a photograph can hold so many memories to the person who took the photo, for example, many families hold photobooks or family photo albums close to them as it helps them remember the happy memories of the entire family when members were younger and because of this I want to look into the surrounding ideas of memories and emotions. 
The reasons as to why I’ve chosen this subject is due to the whole idea of memory, I like the way every photograph is a form of memory and I wanted to create a piece of writing based from this, I also wanted to be able to look into how memory and photography link and what affects is has on the human mind. Another reason is because I’ve made work for past projects which have included memory and I like the effect that the images have not just on myself as an individual but the way the viewers interpret the images as a whole and I like the way that the mind works with images such as those. The way that memory works with photography and how it works mentally, is that through the years photography has become the main aspects of nearly every individuals life; whether that be taking selfies or just taking photos of animals, every photograph becomes a memory and with that it can become a distant one.  When looking into detail with how a photograph comes together with the mind and memory I found that “Photographs can serve as memory storage and, when viewed, can activate memory recall” (PetaPixel, 2013). 
First keyword: Evoke 
With this fist keyword meaning to bring a memory back up into an individual’s mind, it made me focus on how just looking at a photograph can make a memory pop back into your head and how this can make each person have different feelings. I wanted to look into this idea by looking for a study that proves my thought to see if actually looking at photographs can actually have an effect on an individual’s emotions. I came across the study which was constructed by students from multiple different schools who looked at past research which explained that “being able to take photographs or consult the internet may allow us to outsource our memory, freeing up cognitive research but potentially impairing our ability to remember”( psychologicalscience.org 2017). Within their experiment, they brought 294 participants to have a tour of a museum some with cameras and some without to test who comes out with the better memory. Results shown that those with cameras remembered more visually but less auditory compared to the ones without cameras who remembered more auditory but less visually of the tour.  With this information, this connects to the keyword because their memory of the tour was more impacted by the visual aspect compared to those who remembered the auditory which has the outcome that memory can be evoked by both images and sound however in this case photographs were more likely to help those remember the visuals which made them tone out the audio side. With this study, it links to the keyword due to the whole study itself being about photographs evoking and changing memory in different ways including remembering and even forgetting things that occur around you in the world. 
Camera Lucida by Roland Barthes is a key text exploring the nature of photography, from a notably personal perspective. It is relevant to my subject as there are many references to memory within photography included in the book. Barthes contends that a photograph of soldiers is “nothing extraordinary, except this, no realistic painter would give me, that they were there” and that what he sees this as “not a memory […] but reality in a past state” (monoskop.org). With both of these quotes I feel that he’s trying to get the point across that a photograph doesn’t consist of a memory, it consists of a reality of the past and how it’s still reality for those who look upon their photo. Because of this I feel that this links to both the keyword and my idea due to the quotes being about how a photograph can capture the essence of a memory from the past and that the subject becomes a past reality that only those who experienced it can call it their truth. And from this I feel that it can evoke things to occur within an individual’s mind through their own memories. 
A writer that I feel works with my subject is Damian Sutton with his book “The Crystal Image: Photography, Cinema, Memory”. This book was suggested to me for my idea of memory within photography and that this book includes a connection to this. Reading some extracts of the book, I found that he does in fact bring up ideas of memory and photography in the work. 
Firstly, he explains that with the society were in today, we are used to looking at multiple images and that we’ve become “familiar with captions, image credits, lists of illustrations”. Compared to past times, we as a human race have become addicted to photographs and taking them that we’ve become so familiar with having to write something to connect with an image that we’ve forgotten the actual meaning of photography.  He connects this idea with memory by then explaining that we have “no need, to examine the ways in which to interpret photographs or to appreciate the interval they create in experience”. With this quote I feel that the connection made between the ideas that people have become more intertwined with the simplicity of  actually taking photos rather than looking into a deeper meaning to the photos themselves that photos today have barely any meaning to them, and in my opinion I do feel that is this correct. 
The first artist I am going to bring into this work is Steve Pyke and his work “Jack and Duncan”. This piece itself shows the themes of memory, it shows the growth of a man’s 2 sons from the moment they were born to them being men. This suggests the idea of memory due to the idea of having a keepsake of his children from when they were born to keep that memory forever which can lead to the ideas of these types of images belonging in a family photo album, keeping that memory in a book which lasts a lifetime.  Furthermore, with this piece of work can create different emotions to the viewer of both happiness and sadness, this is because when looking at an old photograph of a young child (make that a relative or not) it can create the sense of sadness because you may miss the innocent times of being young again, however, it can also create the feelings of happiness due to you looking upon someone growing up into an adult right before your eyes which can give an insight to the individual and how their emotions and their face has changed over the years. 
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	Fig. 1 & 2 (Pyke, 2010)

I feel that this work correlates to this keyword because it makes the audience feel connected to the artist by evoking their own memories into this by thinking of their own family album and their own childhood and maybe even members of their family and bring up memories they may not have thought about in a while. 
2nd Keyword: Memory 
Memories can be found everywhere you go, a certain place a certain food or drink, anything can be seen as a memory to someone, and the photograph is the main thing that can hold a memory for years that come and go.  A photograph can hold so much meaning to an individual and is the main source of someone reminding someone about a part of their past. When looking into memory and how much of it goes into everyday life I found that “You have an average of 70,000 thoughts in a day. Not to think that the brain shuts down while sleeping, dreaming takes more brain activity than any waking function” (southtree.com) which could further mean that from these thoughts, any individual could be making multiple memories throughout the day. 
When it also comes to memory and photographs, we find ourselves wanting to find out more about the impact that a photo can have on the brain, I found that “a photo is information about past light that we can perceive in present time”(joshuasarinana.com). based from this information any experience that an individual has can be brought back to life again through a photograph and relived again when the individual looks at the photograph taken at the time and can then cause the emotions of that person to spike in different ways. 

The artist I would like to mention for this keyword is Thomas Friedrich Schaefer and his work “Experimental Spaces” which consist of staged pieces based from his own childhood memories. With this work, the idea of staged imagery is a good way to re-create a memory in my opinion as I feel that it helps the viewers think about their own childhood memories and try to link theirs with the image. Also, I feel that when one looks upon these images I feel that they will feel connected to the artist because Schaefer was trying to stage his own childhood memories making the audience almost look into the artists memories as if they were there. When looking into what he said about his work, he said to PetaPixel that he wanted to “ try to be as historically accurate as I can be, which isn’t possible”( petapixel.com, 2017) and I feel that he says that it’s impossible to due to the human memory not being as great as what it was before as when you get older; that past memories become too distant to remember a of them and the new memories take over and you slowly forget things from your past. Some memories seem impossible to recover. 
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	Fig. 3 (Minstry, 2017)
With the image above, it’s said that he “remembers himself as a kid angrily doing his homework while his father watched soccer on TV in the adjoining room. “Now, and during the process of building the installation, I see myself as a dad and think of it differently wanting the best for my child”” (petapixel.com, 2017).  With this quote I think his thoughts show in the image pretty well as it shows the emotion of the child and with how that making the image staged makes the it look raw and almost like a real memory itself being played out in the real world for everyone to see. Furthermore, Schaefer explained that he now thinks differently of the image and in general shows that growing up and maturing, changes your perspective on things around you, even photographs. Overall, I feel that this relates back to the keyword because the whole piece of work surround’s the ideas of memories and the way that memories can change and become forgotten overtime. 
3rd keyword: Nostalgia
This keyword I feel is important to my theme of memory because when considering a memory, the feeling of nostalgia comes to the individual and then that nostalgia itself leaves you longing for something that reminds you of your past. However, when nostalgia then comes into play with photography, it leaves you looking at photographs from the past felling sad or even happy about looking back at those times. And through photography, nostalgia is basically in every photo you see, a photograph is always showing the past and creates that feeling of nostalgia.  According to the book “Nostalgia for the present” by David Crawford, “Nostalgia happens in our present, and it is about our future. It is a call from our heart […] to attend to something we might lose, something our gut tells us we ought to cherish and preserve”. In my opinion, the meaning behind this quote is that nostalgia happens every day and how we react to that, creates how we carry on into our future and it’s there to help us to realise what we love in life. 
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Fig. 4 (Crawford, Deseyn and Bamouh, 2014)
When looking deeper into Nostalgia and the way it connects to photography I found that when an individual is looking into old photos the, according to PetaPixel.com, “images will evoke strong emotions, some of which may be positive, and remind you of how you overcame isolation. When nostalgia is used to integrate the past with the present, one can develop strategies to tackle an uncertain future”. Altogether, this quote is both positive and negative as it attempts to explain that the way you consider nostalgia can affect your future and, in a sense, nostalgia and photography then comes together in hopes that people see a better future for them.  

Irina Werning is and Artist that brings in nostalgia into her work. Her work is a collection of old photographs which she re-creates again with the same people just years later. From this, it creates a bunch of images that feel nostalgic in the way of being able to look back into the past, but also revealing a sense of change that happens throughout the years. The images are connected with the idea of memory in the same way it is connected with nostalgia, its connected in the sense of remembering the times when the individual is younger or remembering a memory from the past by recreating that in another photo. 
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		Fig.5 (Werning, 2011)
With this piece of work Werning likes “imagining how people would feel and look like if they were to re-enact them” and I feel that with this, it helps her understand how the images can look from then to now and how much of a difference it can make when you look into how the individual may feel about the differences they have gone through and how their memory can change with this reconstructed duration. Therefore, I feel that this piece of work correlates to the keyword by giving that clear understanding of what nostalgia can do to someone and how it can relate to their memory of themselves. 
Going back to Barthes and Suttons writing, the pieces of work that I’ve mentioned throughout this writing can relate to the writers work in the ways that their ideas of memory connects with past feelings. Pyke, Schaefer and Werner works bring the ideas of the past which connects to Barthes work when he explains that he doesn’t look at past photography as the actual past he sees the images as a piece of reality from that time. Furthermore, their work also connects to Suttons work in the sense of having a deep meaning to the images, they all haven’t been taken at random and for any reason. The photographs create by these artists have a very deep and personal meaning to them compared to those you see throughout the media today.  
In conclusion, memories are everywhere and can be created from anything around you and I want to be able to make my dissertation based from that idea ,and how that, over time, memories change and how that the way you perceive them can be different over time as well. On the other hand, I also want to show how the memories that every individual creates, can have different feelings to that individual and how that every memory has a different effect to them.  To get my dissertation to the selected amount of words I’m planning on writing more about each artist and writing mor about the comparisons to their work and my idea along with their work and the writers I include within the work. I’m also planning on bringing in my own work to expand on my idea to bring my own thoughts and opinions to the frame alongside explaining my ideas with back up that I find further in time. With looking into this theme from my ideas, I’ve concluded on my dissertation question being:
How Does Photography’s Capacity to Contain and Evoke Memory Impact on an Individual?  
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