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The aim of this essay  is to find out what it means to commemorate and also how do memorials create a personal meaning in a public place?
Memorials are commemorations that we pass every day but most likely do not pay much attention to. Memorials are built to show respect and remembrance for those who have for example, lost their lives in war and to remember those who died during tragic events such as the 'Twin Towers' tragedy, on September 11th, 2001. However society does not just create memorials for such tragic events, memorials are erected for celebrities also, such as individuals who worked to make a difference like Martin Luther King Jr and Rosa Parks, even artists such as Elvis Presley whose music effected so many people and continues still to this day. In a recent study, Bulovska (2017) stated that on March 27th, 2006, Graceland was proclaimed a National Historic Landmark and continues to be the second most visited place in the USA, the first being the White House in Washington DC, home of the president. In the book Elvis: Going To Graceland, on the subject of fans visiting Graceland, it states:
 (
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                                          Figure one: Graceland, 2011, Joseph Novak
Graceland is unlike other memorials since it is the home of the late Elvis Presley, it is also different in many other ways. Comparing Graceland to a memorial statue of Elvis, for example the statue in Mud Island, Memphis, Tennessee. Graceland is the most personal out of the two. Elvis's home is a personal space which allows a unique connection with him as a person. Allowing the opportunity to walk in the same steps as Elvis himself and be in a place where he lived from 1957, until his death in August of 1977 where he passed away in his bathroom, right above the main entrance where guests first enter.
 Graceland does not feel sombre or sad. Even though it is the home in which he died in, the energy is light and happy, because it is possible that visitors just feel happiness and admiration. Elvis Presley became famous in 1953 and was one of the most popular celebrities of the 20th century, he grew up with humble beginnings in Tupelo, Mississippi and promised his parents when he was young that he would take care of them one day, buy them a beautiful home and pay them back for all they had done for him. Whilst talking about how much purchasing Graceland meant for Presley, in the book Graceland: The Living Legacy of Elvis Presley, it is stated:
"For him on the most personal level, it was a symbol of that promise he made to his parents. Graceland was a promise fulfilled" (Flippo, 1993, pg.77) 
Many people grew up listening to Elvis Presley's music and he became a big part of their lives, with Graceland being open to the public, it allows visitors to experience the feeling of being in the home of someone you have admired for so long and learning how much personal meaning Graceland had to Elvis and his family. Once the tour of the home is concluded, before exiting the grounds, guests visit the meditation garden, where Elvis Aaron Presley rests alongside his Mother Gladys Love Presley, Father Vernon Elvis Presley and Grandmother Minnie Mae Presley, with also a plaque dedicated to his stillborn twin, Jesse Garon Presley. 
[image: C:\Users\HP\Desktop\Important Pictures\IMG_1143.JPG]



 (
Figure two: 
Elvis Presley Resting Place, 
2016, Author
)






It is in this spot where visitors mourn and pay their respects. Once guests have exited Graceland's grounds, they are more than welcome to write a message on the walls surrounding Graceland that fans have been doing since the Alabama fieldstone wall was put up in 1957.
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                              Figure Three: The Graceland Wall, 2015, Jason Straffoleno
Whilst Elvis was alive, this was a wall where fans began writing love messages to Presley, some also including their phone numbers. However, the writing on the wall became greater after his death, the wall is covered in messages, fans proclaiming their love for Elvis. Guests writing on the wall has now become a tradition and another opportunity Graceland offers to connect with Elvis. 
In Memphis there is also a memorial which is different to Graceland but not entirely. The Lorraine Motel, where Martin Luther King was assassinated on April 4th, 1968. The Lorraine Motel still stands but is no longer in business. Half of the motel is now a Civil Rights Museum, the other half a memorial for Martin Luther King.
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                                              Figure Four: The Lorraine Motel, 2016, Author
Martin Luther King Jr., became the most visible spokesperson and leader for the Civil Rights Movement from 1954 until his death. Famously known for his powerful 'I Have A Dream' speech that he delivered during a march in August of 1963. King made a name for himself and showed promise that he could help make a change. 
"In his last speech, King had said about reaching the promise land of equality, 'I might not get there with you." (Hourly History, 2018, pg.77)
King knew the risks he was taking but he knew like many others such as Rosa Parks, that without taking risks, a change would never happen. His life was cut short at The Lorraine Motel which now stands as a memorial to Martin Luther King. The way this memorial is set, it gives off the feeling of being back in 1968, looking up at where he lost his life. There are two cars still parked in the same spot they were when King died. The cars belonging to Martin Luther King and others who stayed with him at The Lorraine. A white wreath hangs on the balcony, outside Room 306, to memorialise the spot where King stood at the time of his death. The following quote explains just how much King meant to people with his messages and strong will to fight for Civil Rights.
"Today Martin Luther King. Jr is one of the most recognizable figures of the Civil Rights Movement. From his advocacy for nonviolence to his signature marches, Dr King's leadership defined the movement" (Academy of Achievements, 2015, pg.76)
Much like Graceland, this memorial for Martin Luther King has been kept the same as it was back in 1968. During a visit to the Civil Rights Museum, visitors get the opportunity to see into Martin Luther King's room 306, the very room he was staying at in April 1968. With just a glass window separating guests, they can look into the room that was briefly, Martin Luther King's personal space before he was killed right outside. In an article named "The Lorraine Motel and Martin Luther King", the author talks about the owner of the Motel deciding to keep the room untouched: 

"Walter Bailey continued to run the motel, but he never rented Room 306 again. He turned it into a memorial. The room has been preserved to capture exactly what it looked like on that tragic night. There are two beds. (King was sharing the room with Dr. Ralph Abernathy, a friend.) King’s bed was not fully made because he was not feeling well and had been lying down. Dishes left in the room were from the kitchen where Loree Bailey prepared food for the motel’s guests." (Hobbs, 2016, The New Yorker)
Both Graceland and The Lorraine Motel have many similarities such as both memorials have been kept the same and visitors can pay their respects and feel a bit closer to someone they admire and looked up to.
Thirdly, I will be looking at John F. Kennedy's memorial in Dallas, Texas. John F. Kennedy, commonly known as JFK, was the 35th President of the United States of America. He served as the president from January, 1961 until his assassination in November, 1963.
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                                     Figure Five: JFK Memorial, 2013, Waheeda Harris,

The image above is the John Fitzgerald Kennedy Memorial, erected in 1970 and designed by architect Philip Johnson. It stands in the West End District of Downtown Dallas, Texas.  Johnson's intention for this memorial was "not a memorial to the paint and sorrow of death" but more so "a permanent tribute to the joy and excitement of one man's life", he liked the idea of it being empty and open in the centre as he felt it would be very moving to stand centre with these concrete walls towering above and viewers being only left with their thoughts. While that message is powerful, this memorial has had its fair share of criticism. 
"The memorial seems aesthetically spare, even forbidding." (Cartwright, 1971, New York Times) this description of the memorial was written just a year after it was erected. Times do change and so do peoples taste in architect and art. However on the topic of the president and the big memorial, it is stated "He deserved better than this".(Rybczynski, 2006)
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Figure Six: X Marks The Spot, 2013, Eric Aasen

Not too far from where this large memorial stands is a small cross, painted on the road where Kennedy's car was driving when the shots were fired. No one knows who painted that small cross or even if it is in the correct spot where the first bullet hit Kennedy, but it can be argued  that the small white cross has more powerful meaning behind it, than a large concrete memorial that cost the city of Dallas $200,000. The cross however has since been removed, back in 2013, when the city of Dallas laid asphalt to level the roads in preparation for the commemoration for the 50th Anniversary of John F. Kennedy's assassination. Because no one knew who painted the cross and it was never approved by the city of Dallas, it was paved over.
However, the cross has been covered more than once through the years, as the road has been resurfaced several times. In an online article, it states: 
"It's believed that vendors around Dealey Plaza have been responsible for placing the "X" on the street and updating it through the years. City of Dallas spokesman Jose Torres told KERA that the city doesn’t have anything to do with the “X.” “The 'X' on Elm Street by the Sixth Floor Museum has been removed from time to time when resurfacing is done or when work is done around Dealey Plaza," Torres told KERA. "The 'X' has always reappeared and we expected this to occur. The city has no plans to do anything about removing it. It always appears and we don’t know who does that.” (Aasen, 2013, Kera News)
The cross reappearing is proof that it has significant meaning, with tourist's running into the road to get a picture with the cross. It has also been written that there is actually several cross's painted on the road, in order of when the bullets hit the President and that they actually help with the understanding of JFK's assassination. 
Looking back on that day as President Kennedy was cruising down Dealey Plaza with his wife beside him, there was a staggering number of nearly 200,000 people waving and cheering for President Kennedy. In the book John F. Kennedy: A life from beginning to end, the author writes:
"Governor John Connally said 'Mr. President, you can't say Dallas doesn't love you,' and Kennedy agreed. Those were the last words Kennedy spoke." (Hourly History, 2017, pg.80)
It is important to look back at the similarities between Graceland, The Lorraine Hotel and that small cross. They represent the loss of a life, though they possibly do not all have the same feeling to them. Graceland is a home that sees thousands of visitors every day, though Elvis died there, that is not its appeal as the upstairs to Graceland is closed off  out of respect for the Elvis. The Lorraine Motel stands as a memorial to Martin Luther King and a museum to help others learn about the Civil Rights Movement. Whereas the room where Elvis died is upstairs and closed off to everyone, the balcony where King was killed is on display for everyone to see, just like Kennedy's. However all three memorials provide the opportunity to learn. In Graceland you walk through the house, listening through headphones about Elvis and what he would do in the rooms guests walk through, The Lorraine Motel allows visitors to learn about what Dr.King was fighting for passionately and finally, the former Texas Book Depository where Lee Harvey Oswald assassinated Kennedy from the sixth floor, now is a museum dedicated to the president, named "The Sixth Floor Museum". It is there that guests learn about the President and more about his assassination. 
In conclusion, it can be considered that massive tombs funded by a business or state are less poignant than for example, belongings in a home, objects in a motel room or a simple white cross. All of which have a very direct, more relatable and personal feeling that help viewers connect.
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